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EULOGIUM ON M. JORDAN*. 

Charles Stephen Jordan was bom 

at Berlin, on the 27th of Auguft, in the 
year 1 70©; He was of a wealthy tradefman's 
femily^ and originally of Dauphin^. His fa- 
ther, who had quitted his country becaufe of 
his religion^ preferred that ardent zeal which,, 
entirely occupied in heavenly duties, docs not 

* Thiseulogium Is not inferted In the Berlin edition. 
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always aft, in earthly affairs, wkh impartiaf 
juftice. His three eldeft foiis he intended for 
trade, and educated the young^ for the churchy 
without confulting either his abilities or his ia- 
elination. 

Young Jfordah fiad a paflio^ for letters, and 
ftudy. He re^d with avidity all the books he 
could obtain ; thus following that irrefiftible 
pafEon which Nature imprints in the heart of 
every man of genius. His father was deceived^ 
and imagined that a man of letters and a mini- 
fter, or theologian, were the^ fame; He fent 
his fon t o ftudy' at Magdeburg, under the di- 
redion of his,ujOLcle^ who. was a prieft in that 
city. In the year 1 7 1 9 he went to Geneva, where 
he attended the lectures of the moft abte pro- 
fefl&rs, in pkilofbpby, eloqiience^ and thefc)logy.. 
Having collefted the treafures of Geneva for 
his own ufe, if I may be fo allowed to exprefs 
myfelf, he flew to 'Laufanne r thereto act|uire' 
new knowledge, from new fources. 

On his return to Berlin, in 1 721, he became 
acquainted" With M. de la Croze; who inftfuft- 
ed him, from motives of fricndlhip, both in 
languages and letters. He afterward continued 
his theological fhidies, in deference to the wil! 
of his fether ; and;, having paffed through the 
iegrees which precede the miniftry, hcwas ^d- 

mitte4 



ttJiaGiuKi oir te. Jordan. 3 

ihitted in the church in 1725, and was made 
t>aftor of the fmall parilh- of Potzlow, a village 
fitnated in one of the marches. 

The* youth of M. Jordan; the vivacity of his 
mind, and his paflion for ftudies very differenj: 
to thofe of divinity, made him fenfible how 
great tvas the facrifice of obedience to hi3 fa-» 
ther. For his confolarion, he was removed 
from the village of Potzbw, in 1 7^27, to Prentz- 
low ; which, to M. Jordan, was ftill a very 
confined fphere* It was yoking a Spanifll 
courfer to the plough. His application, and ex- 
tenfive memory, foon put him in poffeffion of* 
all the knowledge his fmall library contained. 

A man of feis age neither could nor ought to 
converfe with the dead alone ; he was formed 
for the fociety of the living. This induced 
him to efpoufe a young perfon, in whom h6 
met uncommon talents, beauty, wit, and pru- 
dence. Her name was Sufanna Perrault ; by 
whom, during five years marriage, he had two 
daugliters. 

The fame underftanding which incKnes men * 
to a love of the fciences induces them to the 
prundtual performance of their duties. The 
more certain the judgment is, the more the ideas 
are clear and confiftent^ the greater is the pro- 
. penfity o( the man to difcharge the office with 

B 2 which 
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which he is entrufted irreproachably. Thus 
did M. Jordan aft. If any mifunderftanding 
arofe among his pariftiioners, he was the firft to 
bear the olive-branch of peace ; and to labour, 
with indefatigable affiduity, to reconcile difcord- 
ant minds. Were any perfons afflifted M. 
Jordan haftened to their confolation ; forfaking 
his ftudies, his wife, and every thing moft dear^ 
that he might reftore tranquillity to the mind 
of immoderate grief, and ftrength to languor 
and debility. Were there any fick, or dying ; 
no matter what their rank of life, or that they 
were fuppofed debafed by the meannefs of their 
profeflion ; M. Jordan, with a compaffionate 
heart; was ready to affift the laft moments of 
thofc whofe fufferings muft have been increafed 
without his aid ; and who muft have expired 
comfortlefs, and unconfoled. 

A charader fo worthy, a goddnefs of heart 
which was unalterable, an exhauftlefs fujid of 
charity, in a word, the coUedive good qualities 
of M. Jordan occafioned him to be beloved, 
#and refpefted, by all the French, who, in con- 
fequence of the revocation of the edift of Nantz, 
bad fettled at Prentzlow. Alive as he was to 
the forrows and misfortunes of others, he could 
not remain infenfible to the death of his wife, 
whom he loft ia the month of March, 1732. 

The 
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The warmth of his temper, and the force with 
which the paflions aft in youth, did not permit 
him to fufFer this lofs with ftoic fortitude. A 
true pidlure of human fraihy, which, although 
by our reafoning we can conquer the foibles of 
others, permits us to fink under perfonal afflic- 
tion. He became the prey of grief. His 
health was fo ferioufly afFefted that he had rei- 
terated attacks of fpitting of blood ; which al- 
moft brought him to the fame tomb that ea- 
clofed the aflies of his much-regretted wife. 
His malady declined into habitual melancholy, 
and he made this a pretext (or quitting the mi- 
niftry, and repairing to Berlin, there to enjoy 
the fweets of learning and leifure. 

When forrow is the confequence of afFedlion, 
it becomes more obftinate ; becaufe it imagines 
itfelf authorifed by the virtue of its motives. 
Whatever recals its lofs to mind does but tear 
open the cicatrized wound ; and the poniard of 
melancholy,* inftead of being fnatched away, is 
driven deeper, by the hand of fidelity. Time, 
and a fucceflion of varying objeds, only can af- 
ford a cure. 

Thefe confiderations, joined to the intreaties 
of his relations, determined M. Jordan to tra- 
vel into France, England, and Holland. His 
mind was litde difpofed to enjoy the fleeting 
B 3 fcenes 
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foenes that pafe in a bufy world ; it delighted 
more in philofophy and ftudy, and rendered 
traveUing fubfervient to literature. M. Jordatx 
was not fatisfied with vifiting palaces, viewing 
buildings, and being a fpeftator of the various 
ceremonies which were different from thofe to 
which he had been accuftomed, as is the gencT 
tral praftice of undifcerning youth, in a fimilar 
fituation. For indeed what advantage can be 
derived from a local Jnfpcftion of edifices, 
which arc the effeft of opulence, and often of 
prodigality ? His paffion was to become acr 
quainted with eminent men ; whole enlarged 
minds, fuperior erudition, and uncommon ge- 
nius, were an honour to their country, and their 
age. I will not dwell upon the names of 
s'Gravefande, Mufchenbroeck, Voltaire, Fonte- 
iielle, Dubos, Clarke, Pope, Le Moivre, and 
numerous others, whom for the fake of brevity 
I fhall omit. Thefe were perfons with whon^ 
M. Jordan was defirous and worthy of being 
acquainted. Thus the ancient Romans tra* 
yelled into Greece, and efpecially to Athens, 
to form their minds and their tafte^ in a country, 
in which the arts were native, and which* 
was the afylum of genius. 

His curiofity he gratified ; but this to hini 
w^s little: he wifhed likewife to gratify his feel- 
ings. 



EtrtOCItrM ON M. jOKDAIf, J 

Higs. He gave a relation of his travek, in 
which he did juftice to thofe uncommon and 
illuftrious men, for whom he prcfcrved a hi^li 
efteem, during his whole hfe. How difficult is 
it for felf-Iove to render homage to merit, pure^ 
and exempt from envy ! The fuperior quali- 
ties of others, and efpecially of thofe who have 
entered the fame lifts with ourfelves, feem to 
f wallow up fuch as we ourfelves poflefs : for 
which caufe, modefty and imparriality are 
rarely found united with great uriderftanding 
and knowledge. This, however, was one of 
the peculiar virtues of M. Jordan^ to which dur- 
ing his life he was eonftantly attached, and 
without which he wouid not have left friends 
(o numerous, who fincereiy regret his lofs. 

On his return to Berlin, he again applied 
tiimfelf to His ftudies, with that noble emulation 
which leads fuperior minds toward perfedtion. 
He read every tWng, and forgot nothing of 
what he bad read. His memory >yas fo vaft 
jth^t it feemed a repofitory of erudition, of 
books, their various readings, their editions, 
swid all the moft ,curious anecdotes they con- 
jtained. 

The underftanding, the merit, and particu- 
larly the excellent charader of M. Jordan, did 
not longer fuffer liim to remain buried in his 
B4 ftudy. 



8 POSTHUMOUS WORKS. 

ftudy. The prince royal, his prefent majcfty, 
took him into his fcrvice, in the month of Sep- 
tember 1736. From this period, he pafled his 
. life at Rheinlberg, dividing his time between 
ftudy and fociety ; efteemed and univerfally be- 
loved ; uniting that politenefs which a know- 
ledge of the world gives to deep learning ; and, 
robbing fcience of its frowns, he clothed it in 
the flowing garb of grace and eafe. 

After the death of Frederic William, the 
king placed him in a ftation in which his talents, 
underftanding, and the virtues of his heart, 
might conduce to the benefit of his country : 
he was raifed to the dignity of privy counfellor. 
The whole fagacity of his mind was employed 
for the fervice of the ftate j and Berlin is indebt- 
ed to him for thofe new regulations, of the po- 
lice, which have introduced that beautiful order 
which there at prefent reigns. The ftreets are 
cleared of thofe cowardly ^d abjed fluggards 
who live by the abufe of the charity of good ci- 
tizens. A houfe of induftry was built, under his 
diredion; in which a thoufand people, who 
had lived at the expence of the public, are now 
maintained by their own labour, employing their 
faculties for the general good. The city was 
formed into divifions, over each of which per- 
fons were appointed, to enforce the regulations 

4 of 
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of 'the police. Abie and learned profeffors 
were, witkdifcernment aiid knowledge, provid- 
ed for the academies. All the new inftitutions, 
here enumerated, are indebted for their prefent 
flouriflbing fta:te to the adtivity of M. Jordan. 

In 1744, when the royal academy of fcicnces 
and belles lettres was eftabliflied, he was elefted 
vice-prefident. Nor let it be faid that the ftudy 
of the arts and fciences renders men incapable 
of bufmefa: a good underftanding makes an 
equal progrefs, be the fubjedt it undertakes, 
what it may. Far from debafing, the fciences 
add new luflre to every office, held by thofe by . 
whom they are cultivated. The great men of 
antiquity all formed thejmfelves under the guar- 
dianfliip of letters^ if I may be allowed this 
plirafe, before they were raifed to ftate dignities. 
Whatever conduces to ienlighten the mind, ren- 
der the judgment mor,e perfed:, and ej^tend the 
fphere of our knowledge, certainly will conduce 
to form perfons proper for every kind of em- 
ployment. They are plants nurtured with care, 
the flowers and fruits of which are of extraordi^ 
nary excellence, and poffefled of a more exqui- 
fite flavour than thofe wild trees which, left to 
themfelves, grow in the foreft, and whofe 
branches, capricioufly interwoven, do not even 
afford fatisfadion to the fight. 

When, 
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When, after the death of the emperor Charles 
VL the king entered Sikfia at the h^ad of his 
armies, to recover the inheritance of his ancef- 
tors, which the profperity of the houfe of Auftria 
had for fucceffive years withheld, inattentive to 
his claims, M. Jordan attended his majefty, 
during the campaign of 1741, uniting dw 
gentle intercourfe of the Mufes with tie tu- 
mult of arms and the diffipation of an army, the 
operations and motions of which vveiJC uninter- 
rupted. 

Notwithftandii^ his <:ontinuance at the camp^ 
and his frequent refidence at court, he ftill found 
time to compofe the various works whi<:h he has 
left us : rfiat is to fay— A Latin Diflertation, oa 
the Life and Writings of Jordanus B^mus ; Lite- 
rary, Philofophic and Hiflorical Mifcellanies; 
and the Hiflory of the Life and Works of M. la 
Croze. Not to mention fome manufcripts whicli 
an excefs of modefty.pievemed him from making 
public. He affirmed that either the torch of 
truth ihould be borne into thofe dark abode? 
which envious nature feems defirous to hide 
from man, the world (hould gain inftruftbn by 
new fads worthy of its attention, or the fterility 
of his compofitions (hould be rendered fertile, 
and the Skeleton he had left fliould be clothed 
with the mufcular beauties of tie Venus de 

Medicis, 
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Mcdicis, before his works ovight to fee the 
light. Nor "were the fcruples of his criticifrris 
confined to thefe ; he feems even to have re- 
gretted thofe early prodtiftions which had ef- 
' caped him in his youth. . Subduing felf-love, h^ 
inccflantly correfted what he continued to write; 
ifiever imagining that his labour, or afliduity, 
could fofficiently fhow that refpeft, and defe- 
rence, in which he held the public. 

No advantage was wanting to M. Jordan, ex- 
cept that of long life. Science, his country, 
Idnd his king, loft him in confequencc of a long 
and painful ficknefs; which carried him off on 
the 24th of May 1745; having lived forty- 
four years, and fome months. His patience 
never forfook him, during thofe afflidions, the 
weight' of which was increafed by their dura- 
tion, and* which often become infupportable to 
minds of the greateft fortitude, and to thofe 
whofe conftancy has been un(haken, ^mid the 
moft evident dangers. 

M. Jordan was born with an aftive and pene- 
trating mind, which at the fame time was capa-r 
ble of application. His memory was great, 
and feemed to be a depofitory of the moft feled 
paflages, of the beft and moft exquifite writers 
of all ages. His judgment was accurate : 
^nd, although his imagination was brilliant, it 

wa3 
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was always fubjeft to the curb of reafon. With- 
out wandering, without eccentricity, or frigidity 
of morals, guarded in his opinions, open in 
his difcourfe, preferring; the academic fe<St to 
every other among philofophers, ardent in gain- 
ing information, modeft in decifion, a lover of 
merit and of making merit known, full of ur- 
banity and benevolence, cherifliing that truth 
which he never difguifed, humane, generous, 
amical, a good citizen, faithful to friendlhip, 
his king, and his country, the death of M. 
Jordan was a period of mourning for all worthy 
men. Malignity and envy were filent in his 
prefence. His fovereign, and all thofe who 
were acquainted with him, honour him by their 
fincere regret. 

Such is the reward of true merit ; of being 
efteemed during life and after death, and of 
becoming an example to the world ! 
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L E T T E R I. 
From the Prince Royal. * 

DoSlfftme fapienttffime Jordaml April 13, 1739* 

Let the children of Fouquet, of whom 
I have taken charge, be fent to the French col- 

* Preceding thcfe letters* there are fome few epiftles (las Aey 
are called) in the Bafil edition, which are clafTed among the 
poetry, in that of Berlin ; as indeed are many of the following 
letters. Thefc epifUcs are chiefly in rhyme, of which few 
readers will fay there is not enough, in this volume* Several 
of them are likewife undated ; for which reafon, as they ap» 
pertain to the poetry, and hkewife want that connection and 
•rder which are given to the letters, they are omitted. T. 
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lege, at Berlin, which is behind my houfe. Ua^€ 
the goodnefs to fend notice to the people of the 
college, that they may be received and maintain- 
ed at my expence; for which I (hall grant the fame 
ftipend as is granted for young Beaufobre. Let 
them proceed in their philological and gram- 
matical ftudie s and I fliall give further orders on 
my arrival at Berlin, when I fhall pay whatever 
money has been advanced. 

I wifli you health and content at Remufberg^ 
and I beg you will pay me a vifit, when we are 
a little more at leifure. I enclofe an epitaph^ 
which I have written on* G * * *, at the re- 
queft of perfons whom I daie not rcfufe any 
thing. 

Of titles and dignitfes here Ke good ftore i 

A Marfhal, a Minifler, nay, what is more, 

Laj^-canon and famous Financier was he ! 

Of his quiddities, quips, and his ftate cafuiftry 

Pafs on if you've heard ; and, well knowing his pricc^ 

]ki the duft of oblivion leave kin and his vice. 

1 tave endeavoured to inftil as little gall 
hito it as poffible ; that moderation, which ne- 
ver (hould forfake all reafonabic adions, may 
not depart from poetry, nor from any thing 
Ida 

The infefts of Ruppin prefcnt their refpefts 
to you, and th« worm-eaten books, humble 

3 in 



in their duft, caft themfelves at your feet. As 
for mc, you know the friendfhip with which 
I am 

Your zealous admirer. 
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Pp9m the Prinee Royal. 

May9>'739» 

Sceptical atom^ Jordan <fatf. 
By tafte refined, by rule fevcre, 
We rhymfters dread thine eye of lynx 
As erft did men of Thebes the Sphynx ! 
My goflip mtife ^lee gi c cliug fcmb 
More of her idle odds and ends. 
Deem not her trifling can adnfiit 
Didadic judgment, Attic wit ! 
She fports at prefent, jells anon ; 
Nor warbles like your dying fwan % 
Nor wings the liquid plains of air» 
The riwal of thrmght Volt^re» 
Who cannot like that eagk foar. 
Wait hu;m% fly a Ktdb lovtEer ; 
Cediqg t» Uiofe^ who dai^^rft lave. 
The dreadful bohs of thund'ring Jove. 
The bird of fong, Canary hight, 
EncagM has little room for flight : 
Tety though cenfin'd an^ lU at ^afe^ 
Hi& fprijghtly aotes may chaQ^e to pteftfir« 

ho, 
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Lo, I commit the verfe to thet : 
Erafe, device, advife, decree ; 
Nor fear felf-love (hould weakly rife. 
With wrinkled brow and angry eyes, * 

Her foregone follies to defend. 
While thou thpfe follies wouldft amend. 
With rigor chaften, or refine ; 
I'll calmly view the blotted line ; 
WiU ftand unmov*d, as did of old 
The Roman youth, of manly mold. 
Who bade the flames his hand de70ur». 
Contemning Death and tyrant-power. 

Be kind enough to return my verfes, with 
your remarks, this evening. 

Adieu. Mars calls. 



LETTER III. 
From the Prince Royal. 

MY DEAR JORDAN, Peterfdoff, July 23, 1 739. 

AV^E have been almoft three weeks on 
our travels. The heat is as great as if we were 
riding on a fun -beam ; and the duft rifes in 
fuch clouds that we are invifible to paflengers. 
Add to which, we travel like your angels ; that 
is to fay, without fleep or food. Judge then 

whether 
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whether I am not at prefent what is called a 
very pretty youth. Should this continue, we 
Ihall become as ftupid as owls. But I am be- 
wildered in my comparifons; and I am very 
unfeafonably frying you upon the gridiron of 
thefe faid rays of the fun. 

You afk — What news ? Every body is welL 
The king has given rtie the whole care of his 
horfes ; which, at prefent, produces an income 
of ten, or twelve, thoufand crowns; and, in 
fome years, may amount to fixteen, or eighteen, 
thoufand. I am futc you participate my good 
fortune, a fmall portion of which will indeed 
fall to your (hare ; and I (hall (ind my good 
Pru(Ban horfes metamorphofed into books, and 
fet upon (lielves, in your library. 

Adieu, dear Jordan. • Do not forget thofe 
who are deftined to roam, into the neighbour- 
hood of Hyperborean nations ; and who (igh for 
tranquillity and repofe. My compliments to 
the thinking beings of Berlin. 
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LETTER IV. 
From the Prince Rcyal. 

MY DEAR JORDAN, Kccnigftcrg, Aug- 3, 1 739. 

I SEND you a letter for Voltaire, which 
you will copy, feal with your own feal, and fend 
by favour of Gerard. 

Here am I, in the capital of a country where 
fummer burfts upon the people, who, in winter, 
are abfokite ificles. It is a land better calcu* 
lated to nurfc bears than to be the feat of the 
fciences. The fupple, flattering, creeping, yet 
proud, haughty, and arrogant inhabitants arc 
as infipid, in their h.umility, as they are infup- 
portable from infolence. The arts were never 
cultivated here; and, in all probability, never 
will be. 

I muft inform you, however, that I heard a 
minifter preach, laft Sunday, who has furprifed 
me by his eloquence. I imagine the good 
goddefs (Eloquence) has loft her road in this 
neighbourhood, and to ftielter herfclf from the 
fnows of Courland, has taken refuge on the 
tongue of this prieft. I confefs I never heard 
better German, more beautiful phrafes, nor a 

ftylc 
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ftyle more flowing and embelliOied. It cannot 
be denied that M. Kant is^ paft difpute, the firfl 
man in the kingdom for uttering nonfenfc with 
dignity 

My ears have been fo deafened, by the noify, 
oratory of our infantry, that they languifh after 
thofc flattering and foft founds by which, if I 
may be indulged in fuch a figure,, they were fo 
agreeably. careiTed in the mild and peaceful re« 
treat of Remufberg. My poetical vein is play- 
ing truant ; but I feel a bubbling in my brain, 
which feems to prognofticate a fudden inunda- 
tion of rhymes. Sharpen the teeth of your cri- 
ticifm and your files, for I fend you notice I 
fhail foon find them employment. It feems as 
. if I had ten thoufand things more to fay ; but 
prudence muft bridle the intemperance of my 
pen, and I muft recolleft that doStiffimus Jorda^ 
nus has employment more worthy his profound 
knowledge, and vaft erudition, than that of 
reading the abfurdities on which an idle travel- 
ler licentioufly takes a pleafure in prattling. 

Adieu, good fignor. Be perfuaded that, to 
fpeak ferioufly, there are few people who efteem 
you more than 

Your mod; afledionate. 



LET. 
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LETTER V. 

From the Prince Royal. 

Koenigfbcrg, Auguft 8, 1739 

Jb OR want of better opportunity, I write 
to you at four o'clock in the morning. From 
this commencement you will fuppofe I am very 
bufy ; but you will foon change your opinion, 
if you will condefcend to remember the witty 
proverb which I know not what fage invented ; 
that is to fay, " Appearances are deceitful/' 

We are always exercifing from day break to 
dark. Do not imagine that this is in order to 
conquer the world. Neither let it enter your 
thoughts that any great work is in hand. W^ 
only keep jogging on, in company with Indo- 
lence and Languor, which I believe are the 
houfehold-gods of Koenigfberg j for the people 
we fee, and the air we breathe, feem to infpirc 
no other fenfations. 

Would you believe, good fir, that I am at 
prefent at the head of almoft all the matrimonial 
affairs of the kingdom ? You know, I have 
formerly figned difpenfations of kindred. At 
prefent, I am about to depart for the royal 
ftables, where the work of propagation goes on 

6' gratis. 
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gratis. Thus (hall I occafiori the living crea- 
tures of thefe kingdoms to multiply, as well 
biped as quadruped. Were you here, you 
fliould choofe between the prettieft little Lithu- 
anian Jafs, you could find, and the moft beau- 
tiful mare in the ftud. Nor let your prudence 
take offence ; for, I affure you, there is little 
difference between the aninial, called a Lithu- 
anian lafs,jand that other animal known by the 
name of a brood mare. 

I fhall be at Berlin on the 1 7th ; where, ac- 
cording to my arithmetic, I (hall meet you, and 
give vent to an inundation of ideas, which I 
have reftraincd within the mounds, and bulwarks 
of circumfpeftion ; ftronger than thofe by 
.which the Dutch wall out the ocean. Should 
this comparifon appear to you too gigantic, you 
have but to reduce it to its juft proportion, 
Farewel to Jordan and his books. I hope to 
fee the firft as light and as cheerful as a chaf- 
finch, and ^e fecond increafed almoft one 
half. 



C3 L.ET. 
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LETTER VI. 

^rm iht ?rin(e Hoyah 

MVDEARJOHPAN. ^A^^f^ 

You arc a fine fellow I You daily fend 
mc letters from Voltaire, with new works, ancj 
write me the moft charming letters yourfelf in 
the world ! I have nothing to return, for all 
thefe good things ; for this country, fruitful as 
jt is in horfes, grafs, grajn, and two-legged ani- 
mals, does not afford one thinking being. Were 
I to day here long, I dare affure you that I 
(hould lofe the little good fenfe I may poffefs : 
but thank Heaven there is no danger, I (hall 
begin my journey on Saturday, more early tjian 
the charioteer of day ; and intend to be at Ber- 
lin on Tuefday, before the earth, hurried away 
by its diurnal motion, has loft fight of the eye 
pftheworjd. 

What fay you to that ? Is it not excellent ? 
I doubt whether madame de Scudery, Sarrafin, 
Balzac, and Voiture combined, ever in their 
lives invented fo fine a Phoebus ! 

At prefent, I am at work on the preface to 
fhe Pcnriade, wi|th whiph \ hope you wijl be 

fatisfied. 
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fatisfied. I have found an excellent field for 
praife. I have nothing but truths to wrice^ and 
fuch truths as will give the author pleafure, 
without offending the delicacy of the public. 

How many thoufand times happier are you, 
with Cefario, than I am here I I would prefer 
death to this place. My poetical vein feems 
frozen. I know not whether this .country be 
inimical to thought; or whether the god of 
verfe never looked down upon it with an eye of 
xnercy ; but I am convinced that matter here 
lords it over mind. I (ball depart, on Saturday, 
like a ftone from a Cretan fling ; and travel, 
with all poffible fpeed, that I may be at Berlin 
hj feven o'clock on Tuefday evening. 

I commiflion you to prefent my compliments 
to madame Rocoules ; and to the godd Truch- 
fefs you may fend, by the firft opportunity, a 
drawing of my arms ; and that which Honor! 
has requefted, and which you will find at Ber«- 
lin. Apply to Truchfefs and it will be deli- 
vered. 

Adieu, dear Jordan ; I am wholly yours. I 

flieker my felf beneath the fhadeofyourfcience; 

like as the timid dove hides herfelf in the hol- 

*low oak, to avoid the bluftering ftorm, and the 

c»riuvorQV$ cUws of the deftru^ve Vulture* 

C4 LET* 
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LETTER VII. 

From the King. 

Wcfel, September 2, I740f 

I OUGHT not, my good infpe6tor of hof- 
pitals, ro have hoped to receive any news from 
you, except what related to mad-houfes ; but, 
as your genius is fuperior to your office, you 
have written in a very charming ftyle. •! have 
made an excurfion to Strafburg, a poetical dc- 
fcription of which I have written and fent to 
Voltaire ; but, for want of an ^manucnfis, I 
have not kept a copy *. 

I have had two attacks of ague and fever ; I 
kriow not whether tertian or quartan. But 
let this give you no concern ; for, be it which it 
will, there is no danger. Maiipertuis is ar- 
rived. He is a clever fellow, and amiable in 
converfation ; but ftill a hundred points below 
^Igarotti. 

1 am preparing to play M. de Liege a trick -f-, 

* Sqme p^rt of this poetical defcription is given, in the 
pofthumous work of Voltaire, entitled — Memoires de Fohair^ 
cents par luUm^me* 

f Alluding to his invafion of the territories of the prince 
pf Liege* T, 

and 
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and I wifti to fee what turn the affair will take, 
before I depart. J have not yet refolved where, 
or how, 1 (hall fee Voltaire and the marchionefs 
of Aftrea *, but fee them I certainly^ (hall. 
Adieu, dear Jordan ; the Jordan of my heart. 
Do not forget me, and be certain of my friend- 
(hip. 



LETTER VIII. 

From the King. 

JVlY fever and I, fir, through all winds and weather,. 
Travelling together, 
Faft friends are become, as tis faid. 
I own that the rogue is e^tceedingly civil. 
Knocks at my door ! — Fails not to come ! 
Will take ao denial ! — Is fure Pm at home ! 
While I fo ungrateful anj grown, or ill bredf 
As daily to wifli he were e'en at the devil! 

Xhus fever and marriage may well be compared. 
Whenever, for better fur worfe, 
Some couple ill ftarr'd arc enfnar^d. 

And, to add to the curfe. 
When petulant Cupid is flown, 
I muftown, 

# Pu Chatdet. 

I fhould 
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I fiumld ferer itfelf to fuch wedlock pider ! 
Alike thdugh they be, yet the difference is gmt. 
The dodor, in one cafe^ can grant a diTorce : 

But what minor force 
To a folemn conjundtion of church and of ftate 
This noofe 
Can unk>ofe i 

There is none, I aver. 
When Hymen has once caught us &ft in his lure» 
Nododorbut Death can a£brdusa*cure. 

Woe to the huft>ands who have bad wives, 
and to the wives who have bad hufbands ! I 
have only the fever. Pills, powders, drops, and 
clyftcrs, will plead fo powerfully, in my be- 
half, that you will have no more need of lamen- 
tation* 

Jordan, adieu. I believe I flball be at Char- 
lottenburg on Monday. 



LETTER IX- 

From the King. 

Wefd, September 7, I74at 

Health to your lord/hlp, who, ia ftate, 

Through portico and fculptur'd gate, 

Admits difeafe! WhUft I muft fit^ 

Ajid patient burni in fevcrifti ^t, 

^ Whcr^ 



Wheve no proud Grecian columns rife. 

With grandeur Tain to jauodic'd eyet* 

Once in four days, the foe's attack. 

Through reins, and loins, and breaft, and backy 

Sends heat, and cold, and thrills, and pains. 

And every noble deed reftrains. 

Yet do I oft forgetful fit, 

Lift'ning to Algarotti's wit ; 

His tafte refin'd, his humour free I 

Or hear, more fagely, Maupertuis 

New knead old Earth, and plane her poles; 

While Wifdom, proudly, Pain controls. ' 

Controlled, indeed, not conquerM fo. 
Again returns th' obdurate foe ; 
With cankered tooth, and endlefsftrife. 
To gnaw the tiflliM web of life. 
I ne'er believ'd in thofe who boaH 
Of ^fculapian fkill, thou know'ft. 
Convinc'd that fuch a faith were folly, 
I've fmil'd at fools who held it holy. 
Though angry doctors foam, and fret. 
Their drugs (hall ne'er my couch befet. 
In Temp'rance, folely, I confide ; 
She's my phyfician, friend, and guide ! 

I do not know when this fever will leave me: 
|t begins, however, to diminifti, which gives 
me good hopes I (hall foon be freed from its 
teazing. I have no news to fend, in return for 
all the fine things you have faid ; except that I 
cxpeft Voltaire, on Sunday, As I cannot yet 
travel, J hope he will come here. On' Thurf- 

day. 



£8 POSTHUMOXJS WORKS* 

day, I (hall fet off for Hamm ; and, unlefs the 
fever leave me, (ball perform my journey flow- 
ly; but, if I get quit of it, I (hall make more 
hade. 

Adieu, dear Jordan, 

May Heav'n fhield thee fafe, and free 
From all mifhap and malad)'- ; 
That thee we once again may find 
Vigorous in body> as in mind ! 



L E T T E R X. 
From the King. 

Potfdam, September 24, 1740. 

MoJirefpeSMe infpeSor of the poor ; of the invalids ; 
of orphans, idiots^ and madmen! 

1 HAVE read, with profound meditation, 
the very profound, Jordanic, letter which I have 
juft received ; and I have determined that your 
man of learning, (luffed with Greek, Syriac, and 
Hebrew, (hall come. Write to inform Voltaire 
that, though I refufed him, I have now altered 
my opinion ; and that I wifli to have his dimi- 
nutive Fourmont. 

I have beheld this Voltaire, concerning 

whom 
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whom my curiofity has been fo highly excited! 
But I faw him whei I. had the fever, a;nd when 
my mind was as relaxed as my body. In com* 
pany with men like him, we ought not to be 
ill ; we ought rather to be in perfed health, and 
have an unufual flow of fpirits, if poflible. He 
has the eloquence of Cicero, the mildnefs of 
Pliny, arid the difcretion of Agrippa ! In a 
word, he unites in himfelf the virtues and ta- 
lents of three of the greateft men of antiquity. 
His mind labours inceflantly ; each drop of ink 
is a trait of wit ! He read us his Mahomet ; an 
admirable tragedy, which he has written. Wc 
were abfolutely in raptures, and I could only ad- 
mire and be filent ! His marchionefs is very 
fortunate, in poffeffing him ; for, from the ex- 
cellent remarks which efcape him, a perfon who 
does not think, having nothing more than the 
capacity of remembering, might compofe . an 
.excellent work. Minerva has juft completed 
her philofophical treatife, in which there are 
fome good things. Koenig has diftated her 
theme, which (he has adjufted, and occafionally 
embellifhed, by fuch obfervations as have fallen 
from Voltaire, at their fuppers. The chapter 
,on fpace is pitiable ; and the order of the work 
is bad. There are even grofs errors ; for^ in 
one paflage, (he makes the ftars revolve from 

wc(t 
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weft to caft. In fine, it is a female who writes, 
and who undertakes to write the moment (he 
begins her ftudies. An application of four or 
five years would be infufEcicnt, for fuch fub* 
jefts ; nor (bould any thing be committed to 
paper, which has not been well digefted, ot 
before the author feels himfelf mafter of his fub- 
je£l ; when he undertakes to explain that which 
he does not himfelf comprehend, it feems like 
one who ftutters attempting to teach a dumb 
man the ufe of language. 

Since, however, the takes pleafure in writing, 
let her write. Though her friends ought cha- 
ritably to advife her rather to teach her fbn, 
than to become the preceptor of mankind : as 
well as not to infert algebraic equations, in a 
book on metaphyfics; nor to give drawings, 
when they are notiieceffary for elucidation. 

I expedt an ague fit to-morrow. I am a 
little fatigued with travelling, without, however, 
having loft my defire to .prattle. Thou wilt 
find me very talkative, on my return i but re- 
colled that I have feen two things, which I al- 
ways had much at heart ; that is to fay, Vol- 
taire, and the French troops. Had it npt been 
for my fever, I fliould have gone to Antwerp^ 
and Bruflels ; and (hould have feen Brabant, 
and that Emily who is (aid to be fo lovely, and 

5 fo 
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lb learned. Indeed I hear much good of her ; 
and what I have mentioned relates only to her 
book, which (he might as well have kept locked 
up in her cabinet. 

Adieu, moft learned, moft fcieiitific, moft 
profound, or rather moft gallant^ moft amiable, % 
and moft jovial Jordan ! I ialute thee, afluring 
thee of all thofe old (entiments of friend(hip, 
with which thoii haft infpired all who know 
thee as well as I do. Vale. 

Written the moment of my arrival. Ac- 
knowledge thy obligations to me ; for I have 
laboured, and muft labour, like a Turk; or 
like a Jordan. 



LETTER XI. 

From the King. 

Ruppin, November 28, 174a 

Art thou not rich, fignor Jordan, in 
this packet ? Prithee deliver the contents as 
direded. Thou wilt certainly be a fpedtator of 
fcenes, at Berlin, which will divert us both. In- 
form me of what thou knoweft, and of what thou 
doft not know. Send me news of the poet ; 

news 
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news of the Italian ; political news ; literary 
news. Prattle away. Repeat every thing thy 
cars have heard ; defcribe all thy eyes have 
beheld. In critical moments, nothing is indif- 
ferent ; and trifles are fometimcs more nearly^ 
related to great events than men imagine* 

I am very bufy, and write the maddeft poet* 
ry pofllble, to unbend my mind. I fhall be at 
Berlin on Friday in the afternoon ; where I (hall 
have the pleafure to liften to Jordan. 

Thy miffer (hall drink the lees of his infatiable 
defire to enrich himfelf * ; he (hall have thir- 
teen hundred crowns. His (ix days apparition 
will coft me, diurnally, five hundred and fifty 
crowns. This is paying a fool well ; never 
did the buffoon of a court receive better wages. 

Farewell, friend. Do not forget me. Write 
ofi:en ; and be in my anti-chamber at four in 
the afternoon, on Friday. 

* To make defire a liquid is rather a violent metaphor ; 
but the king is in a fportivc humour. T. 



LET- 
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LETTER XII. 

From the King. 

SIGNOR JORDAN, Ruppin, Nov. 30, 1740. 

1 HY letter is fuperior to one in Greek 
and Hebrew ; and affuredly does not emit 
that odour of the learned duft of antiquity 
which infefts fo many minds, and ftupifies fo 
many men of happy genius. 

The brain of the poet has as much levity as 
the ftylc of his works, and I flatter myfelf that 
the temptations of Berlin will be fufficient to in- 
duce him foon to return ; efpecially as the purfc 
of the marchioncfs will aot always be fo weighty 
as mine. Thou wilt fend this man, extraordi- 
nary in all his aftions, the enclofed letter, with- 
a fmall compliment in the learned pandar ftyle. 
Thou wilt do as much for the graces of Alga- 
rotti, the curves of Maupertuis, and the Baby- 
lonian tower of Des Molards. Write me all 
kind of nonfenf^ ; tell me what people fay, 
what they think, and what they do. Berlin, it 
is faid, has the appearance of madame BcUona 
in labour. I hope (he wiU be brought to bed 
of fomething worth having, and that I (hall gain 
the public confidence, by fome bold and fortu- 
voL. ix;. D natc 
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iMlte cnterprizes. Behold me now at a moft 
critical but defirablc conjunfture ; fuch as may 
afford a folid foundation for renown ! 

The fame of thy prieft is a falfe one. Alas ! 
1 never heard his name ; nor did the fyllables 
of which it is compofed ever ftrikc my ears, in 
the order in which they are by thee written. 
To provide corn was not a bufincfs of cither to- 
day or yefterday ; of this I have long taken care 
In calamitous times, we cannot govern inci- 
dents ; all we can do is to be jnduftrious. For- 
tunately, my precautions have not been fruit- 
lefs. FareweL I (hall fee thee on Friday, and 
if thou writeft me any fuch plirafe as — Upon my 
foul I don't know — I will have thee whipt. My 
letter begins like an ode, and ends like a lam* 
poon. 



LETTER XIIL 

From M. Jordan. 

SIRE, Berlin, December 14, 1740. 

Every body here is in expeftation of 
events, the reafon and end of which but few 
comprehend, I am delighted to fee a part of 

3 yo^r 
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your majefty's provinces in a ftate of fcepticifm : 
the difeafe is become epidemical. Thofe who, 
like theologians, imagine thcmfelves infallible, 
pretend that your majefty is expefted, with re- 
ligious impatience, by the proteftants ; and 
that the cathohcs hope to fee themfelves freed 
from numerous taxes, which cruelly lacerate 
the beauteous bofom of their church. Your 
courageous and ftoic plan muft be fuccefsful ; 
fince religion and intereft equally find! their ac- 
count, in repairing to your banners. 

It is faid that Wallis, who has the command, 
has puniftied a Silefian, for calumny, who an- 
nounced the immediate coming of a new Mef- 
(lah, f I am ambitious of this kind of martyrdom. 

The critics think the prefent ftep direftly 
oppoiite to the maxims contained in the lail 
chapter of the Anti-Machiavel. * 

All converfations at prefent conclude in the 
word manifefto. People wifti for one immedi- 
ately ; though it can only be the preface to a 
' % more ample deduftion, on which fome learned 
jurifconfult is eniployed. They crowd to the 
bookfellers, as men crowd to behold a celeftial 
phenomenon which has been prcdided. Such 
is the firft chapter of my gazette, which can on- 
ly be laid at the facred feet of your majefty twice 
a week, becaufe of the poft office regulations. 
D 2 I (hall 
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I (hall pafs the morning of Friday in prayer. 
Aftronomcrs pretend that Mars will that day 
enter the conftellation of the Spread Eagle *. 

I have the honour to be, with moft profound 
refpeft, &c. 



LETTER XIV. 
From M. Jordan. 

SIRE, Berlin, December 17, 1740. 

The manifefto at length has appeared, 
and every body is furprifed at its brevity. The 
world expefted, and wiftied, an ample and cir- 
cumftantial dedudtion; inftead of which they re* 
ceive a compliment, paid to powers whom they 
believe to be highly alarmed. They analyfc 
this declaration as a divine, in his pulpit, does 
a text of fcripture ; each explains it according * 
to his own manner. One pretends it is ftrik- 
ingly clear; and another, on the contrary, 
thinks he perceives affefted and political ob- 
fcurity. 

* Alluding to the arms of the houfes of Brandenburg and 
Auftria. T. 

The 
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The people here affirm the great duke of 
Lorraine has been incognito at Rheinfberg. 

I was furprifed by an expreffion which drop- 
ped from the marquis de Beauveau *. Speaking 
on prefent circumftances, *^ I do not know,'* 
faid the marquis to me, with an air of referve, 
** what firft infpired the king with the idea of 
'* his prefent fteps, but I do not think he will 
*^ do any great harm." No perfon better un- 
derftands the fenfe of thefe words than your 
majefty. 

One article of intelligence, which is pretty 
general, appeared to me to be original. The 
eleftor of Saxony feels bitter remorfe of con- 
fcience, for having changed his religion ; and 
does not know how to obtain the fame peace 
of foul which Lutheranifm formerly afforded. 
Nor does he addrefs himfelf to the pope, to re- 
move his fcruples ; he opens his heart to the 
king of Pruffia, in order to confirm his ftagger- 
ing faith, and to acquire the confiftency necef- 
fary to his creed. O tempora ! 

It is certain that all Paris is full of the change 
of your majefty's religion ; as are all the letters 
written to Berlin. This has induced me to 
fuppofe that the theologians are not willing 
heaven fhould be any lofer ; if one king, by his 

* The FrtBch ambaffiidor, T. 

D 3 abjurationj 
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abjuration, deprive himfelf of his rights, the 
Other recovers them, by his repentance. 

I have the advantage to be, with naoft pro- 
found and devoted refpeft, &c. 



LETTER XV. 

From the King. 

The quarters of Milchau, December 19, 1740* 

1 HY letter, fignor Jordan, gave me 
much pleafurc, by thy relation of the variou? 
opinions of the world. To-morrow I (hall ar- 
rive at my quarters, near Glogau ; of which, in 
a few days, I hope to be in pofleflion. All.cir- 
cumftances favour my defigns, and I hope to 
return to Berlin after having glorioufly executed 
them, and in a manner to give fatisfaction. 
Let the ignorant and envious babble; they (hall 
never form the compafs by which I will (leer. 
^ My end is fame : of this I am more than ever 
enamoured. The hearts of my men beat high, • 
and I will be anfwerable for fuccefs. 

Adieu, dear Jordan. Inform me of all the 
ill which the public repeats of thy friend, and 
be perluaded that I (hall love and efteem thee 
ever. 

LET. 
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LETTER XVI. 
prom M, Jordan. 

^ I R E, Berlin, December 20, 1 740. 

1 HE moft recent intelligence I can fend 
your majefty is that of the departure of the mar- 
quis de Bcauveau. He finiftied examining the 
cabinet of medals yefterday, with which he is as 
much delighted as the public is by the rich 
prefent it has received. It is faid that the col- 
leftion which the king of France beftowed on 
M. de Camas is very inferior to it, in value. 

We hear of an alliance between your majefty, 
France, aad Sweden. Nay, we hear of much 
more. It is affirmed that the queen of Hunga- 
ry died in. childbed ; but this I do not believe. 
^ Prayers arc put up in all the churches, for the 
profperity of your majefty's arms ; and the only 
reafon for the war, alleged in thefc, is the inte- 
reft of the proteftant religion. The zeal of the 
people is awakened, when they hear thefe 
>yords ; and they blefs God, for having raifcd 
up fo powerful a defender of their religion. 
They recant the opinions they had dai*ed to en- 
tertain, when they fufpedled him of indifference 
for the proteftant caufe; and affirm, without 
D 4 examination. 
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examination, that the claims of your majefty 
arc inconteftable. This is afting indeed like a 
ftatefman ! 

The brave Pafcal, who fome day may happen 
to button his coat with the ears of Voltaire, 
againft whom he is highly irritated, has per^ 
formed an aftion worthy of a man of honour. 
Not knowing what faint to pray to, he went in 
fearch of M. de Maupertuis, and borrowed ten 
guineas of him, to perform his journey : but 
the marquis de Bcauveau, being afFefted by the 
fituation of this officer, offered him a place in 
his carriage to return to France. Pafcal ac- 
cepted the offer, and went and returned the 
money to his benefaftor, the aftronomer, with 
thanks. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



LETTER XVII. 
From M Jordan. 

SIRE, Berlin, December 24, 1'j^q. 

The letter which it has pjeafed your 
majefty to honour me with makes my heart over- 
flow with fatisfaftion, and joy. I never doubt- 
ed the fuccefs of your defigns. The building 

is 
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h firm, and able even to refift ftorms, and 
whirlwinds. Troops that fee themfelves com- 
manded by a king never can be infenfible to 
glory. To relieve a nation from the fear of al- 
mofl inevitable famine^ and to conquer a pro- 
vince ifi the midft of winter, is the finell com- 
menceriient of a reign known to hiftory. 

The news of the city is that your majefty is 
already in Breflau, and this news is founded on 
a letter which a tradefman has received. Never 
was incident in romance better dreffed up than 
was this intelligence. Since it has been fup- 
pofed that your majefty afts in favour of pro- 
teftantifm, you are made to march, with the 
fpeed of Achilles, to the further parts of Silefia. 

Moft certain it is that foreign courts have re- 
proached their ambaffadors, refident at Berlin, 
for their want of intelligence ; they were none 
of them able to divine the purport of the arma- 
ment, and have been accufed of too much ere* 
dulity. 1 he truth was fcarcely begun to be 
believed, till your pajefty was in his camp, and 
Silefia in part con<jiiered. 

Wolfe has been received, at Halle, niuch in 
the fame manner as the Jews would receive 
their long-expeded Meffiah. A pedantic co- 
hort efcorted him to his houfe. His* enemy, 
Lange, has been to vifit him, and has over- 
whelmed 



1 
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whelmed him with politcncfs, to the great af? 
tonifliment of the faculty. Madame de Ro- 
coules, more cheerful than ufual, has charged 
me to fend your majefty the three pieces here 
added, which (he believes to be as fuitable ap- 
pendages to a warrior's equipage as a toilet is to 
a lady. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



LETTER XVIII. 
f'ront M. Jordan. 

SIRE, Berlin, December 25, 1740^ 

A HAVE received two pieces* from the 
camp, written with much wit and delicate 
pleafantry. The author of them is eafily dif- 
coverable ; befide that a paflage is cited from 
them, faid to be by king Solomon, but which 
certainly is not to be found in the writings 
Solomon has left. I am too zealous a partifan 
of Horace not to reftore him this paflage, which 

* The word pieces f as at the conclufion of the laft letter, 
may be a kind of political manifeftos ; but, as they may be 
poetry, or almoft any thing elfe,,from the ambiguity of the 
term, the original word pieces is here, as it has been in other 
^iftancci, ncceffarily prcferved. T. 

is 
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is his by right. But is not Horace equal to 
Solomon, in the opinion of the author of thisr 
ingenious but fevere fatire ? 

I have thought it my duty to fend your 
niajefty fome very bad and impertinent poetry, 
from Holland, which has been remitted to the 
Berlin bookfellers. 

It is generally reported here that an arch priefl, 
as your m^jefty was marching from Schweidnitz 
to Lignitz, publicly exhorted his dear flock to 
receive the Pruflian troops with all the refpeft 
they merited, and aflifl: them to the utmoft of 
their power. This adlion does not feem to be 
ftamped with the true catholic zeal. 

The; gazettes, and confequently the public, 
affirm that count yon Rottemburg is fent to 
Berlin, on the part of the court of France, there 
to negotiate an affair of the laft importance. 

It is a;lfo obftinately aflerted, as a thing in- 
dubitable, that your majcfty is to have an in- 
terview with the great duke of Lorraine; and, 
public affairs ended, that you are to go together 
and remain at Venice, during the time of the 
Carnival, 

I have the honour to be, w^ith all poffible 
refpeft, &c. 



LET. 
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L E T T E It XIX. 

From the King. 

Ncumarki December 30, f 74OW 

Long Hfe to Jordan, and his good hu- 
mour I Thou didft not engender the fplcen, my 
friend, by writing me thy laft letter. As for us 
who are here on our ways and means, we foon 
hope to be at the end of our journey, and to 
have performed the trifling exploit which will 
merit fome confideration. Great blowis are 
about to be ftruck ; and, if I do not miftake, I 
(hall, in a week, write thee fomething more 
fubftantial than the nonfenfe with which 1 have 
hitherto entertained thee. We are at the gates 
of Breflau. Glogau muft foon furrender, for 
the town is at bay : not to mention that our af- 
fairs begin to wear that face which it was natural 
they (hould aflume. 

Farewel. Be merry, and ftudy by thy warm 
fire-fide, while we are fighting in the dirt, or in 
the fnow. Forget not I conjure thee thy ad- 
mirer, who will forae of thefe days burft with 
the efteem which he has for thee. 



LET- 
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L E T T E R XX. 

From M. Jordan. 

S I R £9 Berlin, December 31, 1740. 

Berlin is fuU of the news of the Cap- 
ture of Glogau, which is inferted in the gazettes. 
It is fo circumftanrial as to fay that the fiegc 
only continued four hours, and that each hour 
coft the lives of a hundred men. My barber 
came to tell me this, in great hafte. The word 
Glogau efcaped him, but he recoUcfted himfelf 
immediately, and with lively and impetuous joy 
told me the king of Prufiia had taken the great 
mogul. 

Would your majefty believe that, in a book 
by Kofterus, publifhed long ago, the author 
beftowed Silefia and Moravia on your houfe. 
The partition he there makes of the provinces 
of the emperor merits to be read, for its fiogu- 
larity. I have taken care to have the pafTages 
in queftion tranfcribed, which when tranflated 
mud divert your majefty. The eledor George 
William, ftruck, according to Bayle, by the ac- 
counts given of this fanatic, wifhed to fee him, and 
caufed him to be examined by the theologians 
of Frankfort on the Oder. He came to Berlin 

in 
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in 1625, or 1626, by command of this prince, 
with whom he had feveral converfations. 

The envoy Achard is uneafy, in behalf of 
his brother-in-law Horguelin, one of the richeft 
tradefmen of Breflau, as your majefty will per- 
ceive, by the note which he has Written me. I . 
affured him he might be fatisfied that there 
was nothing to fear, under the prefent circum-* 
fiances, either for his relation or his wealth, 
which is there depofited, 

1 have feen a letter from Paris, in which it is 
faid the dearth increafes in that city. 

Many cannon are embarked here, which 
circumftance gives birth to numerous conjec- 
tures. People go and examine them with an air 
of aftonifliment ; for they cannot comprehend to 
whatufe they are deftined, fince it is.fuppofed 
Silefia is already fubjugated, by your majefty. 

I have the honour and happinefs to be, with 
devoted and profound refpeft, &c. 



LET- 
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LETTER XXI. 

From the King. 

^ LIST of new books, which are in the 
prefs, and which will be fold at Breflau, this 
3d of January, 1741. 

The Baron in an III Humour : or the 
Sieur P — ftung by a Wafp. . This book is but 
little reliftied, becaufe many paflages are re- 
marked in it from a F — author, ill underftood 
and ill tranllated, which led the public to ima- 
gine that the author P. has been too hafty in 
compofing the work. The judgment of the 
public ought to ferve as a rule to authors who 
are defirous to write, and 'to teach them that 
they (hould digeft their fubjeft well, before they 
publifli. 

There is another book fold, though privately, 
entitled Political Lethargy : or the Mode 
of curing the Hungarian Difeafe. Printed for 
Bartenftein at Vienna. 

A NEW Stratagem of the Devil, to 
FILCH A Soul from the good God : or the 
Legerdemain Tricks of Gaffer Gpnin, in Hell. 
Edited by a bilhop deprived of his diocefc, 

and 
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and enriched by the notes of a befpattered 
dragoon. 

The inconsolable Lover : or the Cuckold 
in Bud : or the Rogue and a Half. A fcarce 
work, written by an Italian, and fold at Ferrara. 
Price one (hilling. 

The Genealogy of Balaam's Ass* A very 
curious and fcarce work ; with the arms of all 
bis anceftors, engraved by Picart, in royal 
foolfcap folio: the ornaments by an Englifli- 
man, with German additions. Weight two 
quintals, twenty four pounds^ 

A View of the Resurrection : in which 
IS reprefcnted the perplexity of effeminate ca- 
nons, difturbed by the beat of the drum ; the 
pleafure of * * * at again finding themfelves 
virgins ; and the rage of bigots at feeing them- 
felves among the damned. 

An Analysis of Canon Law : written by 
the moft erudite fieur de Linger, with a Com- 
mentary by the P. d'A. An admirable work, 
for thofe who ftudy jurifprudence ; and of great 
ufe to kings. The whole enriched by vignettes, 
in the ftyle of Watteau. 

The Fool's Library; or a CoUeftion of 
Bon-mots, which have been repeated to the 
third generation, and fafely preferved, in Wit's 
warehoufc, for the ufe of ignorant pofterity. 

I A Trea- 
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A Treatise on the Will.He Nill He 
Hunt : by the Pr. M. : or the. Stag in Rut; 
with a mod profound Diflertation oh the Manors 
and Lordftiips of * * *. 

The Diminutive of Nothing: or the Art 
of Trifling, by the fame Author. 

A ne;w Treatise on Eloqjjence, by one 
BORN Deaf and Dumb; the Propertied 
of Colours, by a Blind Man ; and the 
Art OF Thinking, by a Lunatic. An ad- 
mirable philofophic work, more intelligible 
than any hitherto publiflied. 

Should any of thefe books be wanted, they 
may be found at Breflau, in Goodfenfe-ftreet, 
at the houfe of the man of Plato. 



LETTER XXII. 
From M* Jordan. 

SIRE, Berlin, January 7, 1741- 

1 BEGIN my letter by three reports^ which 
I fhall take good care not to warrant. // is re- 
'ported that the queen of Hungary is fo fenfibly 
afFefted, by your majefty's enterprife, that (he 
has fworn, by Styx, (lie rather would yield all the 
Netherlands^ to France, than fee the inhabitants 
of Silefia eat their bread, and drink their wine, 
VOL. IX. E under 






50 rasTHUMotri, works. 

under the government of the houfe of BrsW* 
denburg. This intelligence has been buzzed 
through five or fix pair of political eaars, that 
ruminate thereon*. 

// is reported that France lends two millions 
to Bavaria, to enable the latter to fupport its 
juft pretenfions. 

And it is reported that RufDa will ftrenuoufly 
take part with the empire. Thcfe are three 
tilings proper to exercife the poHtics of thofe 
who employ a part of their day in politics. 

It is as certain as it is fingular that, the news 
of the capture of Glogau -f • being arrived^ 
every body was in raptures, and drank to the 
health of him who rebuilds the walls of Zion, 
in a country in which error has exerted itfelf 
for their total overthrow. 

The following are two articles from the Co- 
fogne gazette, of the 20th of December, 1740, 
which I think it my duty to fend your majefty, 

* Ruminating ears is the metaphor of the author. T. 

•f The original reads — ** Le bruit de la prife de Glogatr 
** etant p»rvenu a Glogau"— iThat is to fay, *' the news of the 
•* furrender of Glogau being arrived at Glagau,** — It is difpcuk 
to know precifely what is meant : there is a dutchy called 
Glogau, which contains twa towns of the fame name ; and 
M. Jordan I imagine intends to fay the fi ngularity of the 
circumftance was that the coirqueped people fhould rejoice i» 
tiieir awn fubjeiSliott* T^ 

" M. voa 



'^ M. von Borck gave a grand dinner, on 
^^ Thurfday laft, to the foreign ambaflkdors. It 
^^ is afSrmcd that tills gentleman was, not long 
** fince, at table with the marqiiis de Mirepoix, 
^' and that the latter (aid to him, it is rumoured 
^'^ that his P'fuffian majefty is marching troops 
** for the fervice of our court **; to which M. 
*^ von Borck replied, this rumoiir w^s not only 
** well founded but that the king, his matter^ 
*^ was ready to march a ftill greater number^ 
*' for the fervice of the queen of Hungary and 
** Bohemia* The fame minifter, it is faid, ex- 
** plained himfelf niuch in the fame manner, at 
^' the dinner of laft Thurfday. Be this as it may^ 
^^ it is certain that the court appears to be under 
*^ no concern, from the march of the Pruflian 
^^ troops." 

The fecond article concludes by the following 
refleftion, after an account given of the pre- 
parations made^ for the prefent expedition — ^ 
*^ The deftination.of this corps, at fuch a feafon 
*^ and under prefent circumftances, continues 
** to be a myftery which no foreign minifter 
** dare vaunt to have difcovered." 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

\ 
* The paflage is obfcuie, but I imagine, by the worda noifi 
€our (our court ) the Auftrian court is meant. T* 

E^ LET- 
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LETTER XXIIL 

From M. Jordan. 

SIRE, Berlin, January lo^ I74i« 

1 HE dedudlion of the inconteflable rights 
of your majefty, to Silefia^ appeared on Satur- 
day lail ; and this is the fubjed on which^ at 
prefent, all political convcrfation turns. The 
claims are generally enough allowed, but the 
fifteenth and fixteenth articles are fubjeft to 
criticifm. Some pretend the author ought to 
have omitted them, fince they feem to enfeeble 
.the force of the preceding proofs ; and others 
wifti to fee them fupported by fome authority. 
Thofe who do not undcrftand German impa- 
tiently wait for a tranflation of the work. 

It is affirmed that the keys of Breflau are in 
yopr majefty's pofleffion> and that the people 
are delighted to be under your proteftion; 
This affords me no furprife ; they do but ap- 
pear to me to aft rationally. 

A life of the late king, in two volumes 
oftavo, is printed in Saxony, which I have run 
over, but which was fcarcely worth the trouble. 
• The French ftyle is bad, and it is written with- 
out tafte, judgment, or even prudence. That * 

which 
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which is printing in Holland^ under the direc- 
tion of La Martiniere^ will entirely ruin the 
fale of this I have mentioned. I am caiifing 
Du Molard to tranflate the polite converfatioQs 
of Swift, from the Englifli, an extrafl: from 
which formerly diverted your majefty. 

I have the honour to be, &Ct 



LETTER XXIV. 

From the King. 

Ottmachauy January 14, 1741. 

My dear Mr. Jordan, my gentle Mr. 
, Jordan, my peaceable Mr. Jordan, my good, 
my benignant, my pacific, my moft humane 
Mr. Jordan ! 

I announce the conqueft of Silefia to thy 
ferenity, and give thee information of the bom- 
bardment of Neifs, I prepare thee to expeft 
more important projefts, and inform thee of the 
moft fmiling fuccefs to which the womb of 
fortune ever gave birth. 

This ought to fufEce thee. Be thou my 
Cicero, relatiye to the juftice of my caufe; and 
I will be thy Caefar, as to the execution. 

E 3 Adieu. 
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4dicu* Thou knowcft whether I am not^^ 
with the moft cordial amity, thy faitbfui friend. 



LETTER XXV. 
From M. Jordan. 

SIRE, Berlin, January 14, 174^. 

A COURIER arriyed, as people pretend, 
three days ago, who announced ]fo the curious 
public the redudion of great Glqg.au, with the 
lofs of fifty grenadiers and two officers. Ther» 
was a great alarm on the fubjeft, fpread through 
the ladies' quarter of the town, and t^a^s have 
been very plentiful, previous to the confirma- 
tion of the news. This is to begin where we 
ought to end. I have been very tranquil on the 
fubjedt ; for I know your majefty is, at prefent, 
much beyond Brellau, in excellent health, and 
that the perfbns in whofe prefervation I intereft 
myfelf have the advantage and honour of ac- 
companying you. I have delivered to M, Gau- 
tier, the keeper of the* cabinet of antiquities, 
the feven medals, and have his receipt. It 
yere to be wi(hed that all thofe which have 
been found in Eruffia might follow the fame 
route. 

There. 
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There is an article in the Utrecht gazette, of 
Friday, January the 6th, under the head Ratif- 
bon, which I think proper to fend your majefty. 
— ** They write from Nuremberg th^t fears arc, 
'^ entertained, left the king of Pruflia ihould 
*^ renew fome ancient pretenfions on that town." 

It is generally rumoured here that Berlin will 
have the confolation to fee your majefty, to- 
ward the end of the month. The news is too 
agreeable to be (b eafily thought true. 

I have the honour to be, tj^ll I can throw myr 
felf at your majefty's feet, after your glorious 
conqueft, with profound refpeft, and inviolable 
attachment, &c. 



LETTER XXVI. 

From M. Jordan, 

S I R £9 JBerlin, Januaxy 17, 1741^ 

All the letters that come from Silefia 
feem incapable fufficiently to praife your m^- 
jefty's troops, and their good order and difci- 
pline. 

On Saturday laft, in the Berlin gazettes, a let- 
ter from a Pruflian officer was printed, who 
|here endeavours to give the public J^n accQunt 

P 4 <^^ 
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of what has pafled, in the Silefian ex:pcdition, 
to the moment of the departure of his letter. 
There are perfons, who pretend fo found their 
reafoning on the military experience of many 
years, who cannot perfpade themfelves that 
all which the author has faid, concerning the 
carder of marching and the few ftragglers, is not 
a little exaggerated. I have heard, warm dif- 
putes> on the fubjedt*; and it is agreed that 
thofe things which might appear ftrange, to a 
foreigner, will not to a perfon who has any ac- 
quaintance with the regularity of bur troops. 

Twelve minifters this day depart for the con- 
quered country, which gives every body great 
pleafure. They yifibly undertake the journey 
wkh that kind of alacrity with which people 
formerly departed for the holy land. 

I have been aflured that the minifter of the 
emperor is much chagrined, at not having re- 
ceived letters from his court, during fix poft 
days. He is one of thofe honeft men who have 
the advantage of being able to grieve for their ' 
matter's interefts. 

There has been a difpute, at Hanover, be- 
tween the fervants of the marquis de Beauveau 
and thofe of the inn-keeper with whom he lodg- 
ed; and, though it only related to the difference 
c*f feme pence, fwords were drawn, people were 

. wounded. 
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bounded, and uproar and confufion were tri- 
umphant. I particularly remarked this news 
gave no pleafure to the friends of the ambaffa- 
dor. Befide that the Dutch gazettes have re- 
lated it in a manner that renders it rather ridi- 
culous. 



LETTER XXVII. 

From the King. 

Ottmachauy Januarj 17, I74I, 

1 HAVE the honour to inform your hu- 
manity that we are preparing, like good chrif^ 
tians, to bombard Neifs ; and, if the city do 
•not voluntarily furrender, neceffity muft level 
it with the ground. Our affairs go on profper- 
oully, and thou wilt foon hear no more of us ; 
for in ten days all will be over; and in a fort- 
night I fliall have the pleafure of hearing and 
feeing thee once again. 

. I have neither feen my brother nor Kayfo* 
ling. I left them at Breflau, to avoid exf 
them to the dangers of war. At this, p^ 
they wiU be a little vexed ; but I knew nc 
to do I efpecially as, on this occafion^ t 



I 
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na having any claims on fame, unlefs by being 
a mortar. 

Adieu, Mr. Counfellor ; go and amufe your- 
fclf with Horace; ftudy Paufanias, and get 
merry with Anacreon. For my part, I have 
nothing for my amufement, except merlons, 
fafcines, and gabions. May God foon grant 
me a more peaceful and mild occupation ; and 
may you enjoy health, content, and all your 
heart's defires ! 



LETTER XXVIII. 

From M. Jordan. 

8 I H £, Berlin, February 21, 1741, 

It is affirmed that your majefty gave a 
text, to the preachers of Silefia, on which they 
were to hold forth ; and the words are fq well 
fclefted that they deferve notice. They are ii\ 
the firfl: book of Maccabees, chap. xv. 33, 34. 
** Then anfwered Simon and faid unto him. We 
*^ have neither taken other men's land nor hold 
^* that which appertaincth to others ; but the 
** inheritance of our fathers, which our enemies 
'* had wrongfully in pofTeffion, a certain time. 

2 *' Wherefore, 
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f^ Wherefore^ we having opportunity, hold the 
f^ inheritance of our fathers/' 

It is caufe of grief, to our zealous proteftants, 
that this booky as your majefty perfeftly knows, 
is held apocryphal by them, and is only re- 
ceived among the catholics. 

La Nouvelie Bibli&theque *, for November 
1740, gives an extraft from the Anti-Machia- 
vel, of which tranflations have appeared, in 
German, Italian, and Englifli. *^ We know 
** not," fays the reviewer, '' any author, or ra- 
^^ ther any book on morality, comparable to 
^* this.-rWe are aftoniflied at the purity of the 
f ^ language, which is fingular, . becaufe it is af- 
f^ firmed not to be the mother tongue of the 
f* author. Various paffages have feemed to us 
f ^ written in terms fo energetic, and the choice 
f ^ of words has often been fo happy, that we 
^' have for fome time been in doubt whether it 
^^ were in reality the work of a foreigner/' 

The reyiewer draws a parallel between Te- 
lemachus and the Anti-Machiavel, and gives 
the latter the preference, both in what relates to 
ftyle and fubjeft. Here fays he is feen one 
uniform but vigorous, full, and mafculine lan- 
guage ; proper for the ferious affairs on which 
it treats. He alfo remarks, that there are paf- 

^ A review under this title. T. 

' fages 
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fages in this book^ which fuppofe a profound 
knowledge of metaphyfics. 

I am no longer a thinking being, fince your 
majefty's departure. Ghofts and darknefs haunt 
my mind. 

I have the honour to be, with gratitude, pro- 
found refpcd, &c. 



LETTER XXIX. 
From the King. 

FRIEND JORDAN. Fcb^tl^HX- 

It will giv^ me pleafure to fee thee here, 
with Maupeftuis : depart, therefore, for Breflau, 
and there remain till thou (halt receive new or- 
ders. 

1 am at prefent ftudying the public fafety, 
and am preparing every thing to obtain fuccefs, 
in the enfuing campaign. I know not whence 
thy melancholy proceeds, of an increafe of 
which I hope thou haft no need. I love war 
for the fake of fame ; but,, were I not a king, I 
Ihould be nothing more than a philofopher. In 
fine, each man muft follow his occupation; 
and it is my whim not to do any thing by halves. 

Dead or alive, do not forget me ; but per- 
4 fuade 
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fuade thyfelf that, though the philofopher is be- 
come a wajrior/ he does not in the bottom of 
his heart efteem thee the lefs. Vale. 



LETTER^ XXX. 

From M. Jordan. 

S I R E> Berlin, February 18, 1741. 

Your majefly has the art of curing the 
difeafed in a more natural manner than the 
king of France can cure the evil. On the ar- 
rival of the charming letter with which you have 
been pieafed to honour me, I feemed to feel my 
Jllnefs decreafe, and I hope even foon to be able 
to obey the gracious commands I have received. 

I have no doubt but that M, de Maupeituis 
will moft willingly obey your majefty's orders, 
and perform the journey with me. 

I have juft received a letter addrefled to a 
friend from Marfeilles, in which there is a 
ftanza that I think merits to be read by your 
majefty. 

, Tous CC8 ralfonncurs du Portiquc, 

Sous des habillemcns groifiers, 

Cachaient la gloire fantaftique 
• D'etre des hommcs finguliers. 

r u 
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Lc corps ct I'efprit i la ginc, 
Au fond d'un tonnemu, Diogintf 
Ne cherche pas la veritc ; 
MaiB ce cynique y vicnt attendre 
L'lnftantoule grand Alexandre 
Viendra flatter fa vanite *. 

I have the ho^ur to be, with profound re* 
fpeft, &c* 



LETTER XXXU 

From the King. 

it'rom a village, of the name and appearance 
of which I am ignorant, March 3, 1741* 

1 AM fincerely ferry, Jordan, for the ac- 
cident which has happened to thee. My 
wifties are ever for thy prefervation, and for 
every thing that can render thy Hfe agreeable. 
I have been but little in thy rear. I have had 
a narrow efcape, from a large party of huflars, 
who thought to have furrounded and taken us. 
Without vanity, to my own trifling capacity 

* The difputanls of the Portico, under coarfc garments, 
concealed the fantaftic vanity of being fmgular. With body 
and mind conftrained, Diogenes fought not truth in his tub ; 
but waited there that Alexander might come and flatter hia 
cynical vanity. 

am 
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Aril I indebted for my fafety. I have not loft fo 
much as a drummer, of my own efcort; but, 
as misfortune would have it, four hundred of 
thefe huflars fell upon the fquadron of the regi- 
pient of Schulenburg, and killed ten troopers. 
My compliments to Maupertuis ; tell him he 

. muft choofe between Iceland and Silefia ; and 
that, go where he will, he will ever be accompa- 

. nied by my friendftiip and efteem. He is not 
much in the wrong. I am overwhelmed with 
affairs. I have them in every (hape and form. 
Were men wife, they would treat the phantom 
fame, which occafions them fo much trouble, 
and induces them to dedicate that time to pain 
which Heaven gave them for enjoyment, with 
greater negieft. Thou wilt find me riiore of a 
philofopher than thou haft imagined ; for phi- 
lofopher, more or Icfs, I have always been. 

VMy age, the ardour of the paffions, the defire of 
renown, curiofity itfelf, that I may conceal no- 
thing from thee, ^id in fine, a fecret inftind: 
has torn me from the fweets of repofe, by which 
I was charmed. I have been feduced by the 
defire of feeing my name in the gazettes, and 
afterward in hiftory. 

Adieu, dear and faithful friend. My compli- 
ments to Cefariq. 

LET- 
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LETTER XXXII. 

From M. Jordan. 
5 I R E, Berfia, March 4, 174111 

I HERE infert a ftring of intelligence, 
which I have obtained, and which perhaps will 
divert your majefty, occupied though you arc 
by great projefts. 

• *' The king of Pruffia/* fays a Dutch news- 
writer, " occafions a ftridt fcarch to be made 
" into the affaflination of Saint-Clair/' 

To this article of news is added the fol- 
lowing ^* The king of Pruffia has fent 

" preachers into Silefia ; for this monarch indi- 
*^ cates much zeal for the interefts and increafc 
*^ of the proteftant religion. A prayer, which 
^* he himfelf has written, is read in all the 
" churches of Silefia/' 

I (hall mention nothing to your majefty con- 
cerning the gazette writer of Cologne; you no 
doubt are informed of the impertinence inferted 
in his laft paper. 

The rumour here* is general that we (hall h^VQ 
the confolation to fee your majefty at Berlin in 
a fortnight ; this news continually occupies my 
mind, and gives me great pleafure ; efpecially 

becaufe . 
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Kecaiifc it is affirmed there will be no army of 
©bfervation. 

Mention is made herd of an aftion which 
paflcd in your majefty's prefcncfe. Three hun-« 
dred Pruffians cut their way through eight hun- 
dred impcfrial huffars. It is fingular enough 
that, according to our accounts, three ot* four 
liundred ftudents of Prague, who thought pro-^ 
per, to play the foldicr, have been fent prifoners 
to Kuftrin. 

I have the honour to be> with profdund rf* 
fpcft, &c. 



^Kmm 
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From M Jordan. 

8 I It £, Beiliii, Man:h 7, i^^t4 

X H£ articles of news &re! fo numerous, 
and fo various, that there is fome difficulty in 
feleaifig* 

Three hundred ftudents^ Jn difguife, have 
attempted to carry off the chief of the Ptuffiaa 
army, under the command of a jefuit and the 
aufpices of a faint of good repute, but were taken 
and fent to Kuftrin. This news, however ridi- 
culous it may be, is affirmed and each day ap- 

VOL, ijc- F pear* 
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pears in public^ under fomc new form, andl 
with varying circumftances. 

It is here gravely afferted that fourteen thou-» 
fond Bavarians have entered Auftria. 

The return of your majefty in a fortnight is 
ftill infifted on as tnhth ^ but mf reidbn dom« 
bats the fuggeftions of fetf-love, on this fuhjeft* 
I wi(h it fo (incerely that I fear I (ball not have 
fuch a pleafure. 

It is pofitively affirmed there will be no camp 
formed, by the Hanoverian troops. 

Thefe is great talk of peace ; and I. relate this 
with as ihuch joy as a fanatic liftens to a defcrip* 
tion of celeftial beatitude. 

The haftinefs of the order given to the gen- 
darmes, to depart inimediately, has been much 
remarked. This does not ftem to promifc 
peace. 

People are furprifed to hear nothing pofitive, 
and precife, concerning the 6peration8 of the 
campaign. 

In addition to all this, I have the honour to 
inform your majcfty that lim in part recovered, 
and ready to obey the orders it (hall pleai^ you 
to give. I have rfie honour to be, &c. 



LET- 



C p.R R ^ S,P N JfE W C K. 67 

LETTER XXXIV. 

i^r^iw /i&i? King. 
1)EAR JOkDAl^V ' Schweldnitz, March lo, 1741. 

At length "^Glogau is taken by aflaiilt. 
Tw^nty^ragbt officers,^ t^igeatrals^ and a thou- 
(and and ic6r men EaiiebliecQ^xnads prifoneis 
of war. ;The svfadii bfinopi?^kj^.oh]y;ainountt5 
xo- smc lki!i%^nmt:.in^ ^U^ri, tw.ea.ty ^ 
thirty men I TJsisvh an aifti«aa:9iS.fingular> in 
its kind, as any fbund idh|ftory. Our troops 
^ignali^ed tiiehifelves by their. valour; and I 
tarn 'perfumed that thou^'like agood patriot, 
-wilt b^ verydiappjf at Ai^ ncfws. ' At prefent, 
we are about to put the laft hand to the work, 
'Sn/i to direft all the dpetatiohs.of war in fuch ^ 
manner as to do ourTcives horiour. If thou art 
' Jiot iatisficd with me Jiow, thou never wilt be ; 
^for, as iiire as there is a God> J do all I can. 
: Write n?e a few words concerning Kayfer^- 
-ling I I amifaipain abput him, not having re- 
ceived any news from him Cnce my departure 
(from Berlin. Sjiyia thoufind kind things to 
,him,,onniy part.. ' 

C^noue arid join me, 36 fqoti as. thy health will 
<peilnii; aiyl be.perfuaded I Ihall always fincerc- 

ly love thee. 

. > fV " LET. 



LETTER XXXV^ 

Frpm M. JordM. 

< I R £, BerUiif Mtrdi ii, 174U 

1 HE letter widi which it has pleafed your 
majefty to honoar me is divine. How beautiful 
is fuch philofophy ; and how rare is it to hear 
atiy one fpeak againft ambition, who is fuccefs« 
fully marching in the road of glory ! How ma-» 
ny refleftions may be noade on the charafter 
of a conqueror, and his labours ! But I recol* 
left the remark made by a philofophic hero, 
after having heard a certain philofophic preach- 
er,and amiilent* 

Your majefty, it is laid, afpires to the impe* 
rial digiiity, and your confeffion of faith has 
been fent to the Pope. This news comes from 
foreign countries. W})at follows is the news of 
•the to*rn, or rather of my chamber, where the 
newfmongers affemble, £nce I have not been 
able to go abroad. 

M. Borck^ the adjutant, is gone to Vienna to 
treat. An involuntary prayer, at hearing this, 
efca^ed me in behalf of peace. I own I fear 
the courage of ydur majefty, Ks much as I do 
the foe agair]L{l whom you fight. 

7 The 



The houfe of commons condemns the en- 
campment at Hanover, to which parliament 
will not contribute : and in this I think the 
members are right, for there i^ feldom any thing 
got by war. M. von Br^ckel offers to bet a 
hundred guineas, with apy man, that peace wiH 
be concluded in three months ; could I accele- 
rate it by the facrifice of my whole library, | 
would fet fire to it with as much zeal as Erof- 
Wates did to the temple of Ephefus. My Ho- 
race, my beautiful Horace, I fwear (hould t^e, 
committed to the flames. 

One very melancholy article of pews here is 
«bac M. von Reyfewitz; has been tali^en ; bu; I 
hope it is faifct 

M. Maupertuis dfpart^ tormqrrow to throw 
himfelf at your raajefty's feet. As niy health 
begins to be belter, I wait yqur m^j^fty's orders, 
to have the ? onfolation of feeipg ;hc moft dear 
and amiable of mailers. 

A couripr is arrived, ^hp announces the xct 
duftion of Glogau ! The news has overwhelmed 
me with joy I 

I have the booQur to be, wid^ tXio{\ pro/qund 
rcfpc(St, &c* 



Fj LET. 
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LETTER XXkvi. 

From M. Jordan. > 

(S I R £9 Berlin, March 14, J74i« 

1 HE French gazette, of "Berlin, has iet^ 
Tified and made all honeft people fhudder ; Hy a 
relation of the confpiracy. 1 own to your'ma- 
jefty my mind is wholly occdpied by this ideij 
which I have been left to confider in the filenCe 
of my chamber. The faft once proved, per- 
fons who are capable of a deCgn fb black can* 
not but be covered with confufion, and igno- 
miny. Neither are the catholic clergy lefs to 
be feared ; perhaps more, for their proceedings 
are fecret, and covered by the dark veil of reli- 
gion. May Heaven preferve your mijefty frdin 
all accidents ! I will apply myfelf more affidu- 
oully to virtue, that my prayers may be effdt- 
tual ; for it is (kid the prayers of the juft only 
are heard.- 

Some fay the court of Saxony dernatids a 
princefs of this hbufe *, for the prince myal of 
Poland. 

* Cefte mat/on. Of the houfe of Brandenburg, as I ima- 
gine. The eleftor o^ Saxony was king of Poland ; but the 
phrafe in the French is obfcure by being inaccurate. T. 

2 The 
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The queen of Hungary is to cede fiH Silefia, 
for which your majpjjy }s tp grant hf|: forty 
thoufand men. 

Thefe two articles have not probability in 
their favour,. But it is affirmed fhat the impfir 
rial court is greatly embarrafled, which is much 
more likely to be true. . 

The journey of M. de Valori fornifiics much 
matter for political obnje&ure ; there would in* 
4eed be.fuffident to exhauft the conjedural art^ 
even though it were reduced to thofe fuhtleand 
invariable rules, by M. Wojf, which be has 
promifed it (hall be. ^ 

Madame de Rocoules is rather better, an,d 
defired me moft hymbly to prefent her i:efpeds 
to your majefty. When (hall I have the confer 
Jation to pay my court at Berlin, after a durable 
and fixed peace, to him who is the hope of 
Ifrael ? I afk pardon for this theological phl^afe, 
jind have the honour to be, 8f ?. 



F^ J-ET- 
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LETTER XXXVIL 

JFrom the King. 

DSAR JORDAN^ Schweidnitz» March !;» 1 741. 

VV HEN thy health will permit thee to 
come hither^ thou wilt find me wholly difpofed 
to make thee welcome. I am in an advanca* 
geous iituation^ and our affairs^ thank Heaven, 
do marvelloufly well. Yet philofophy (lands 
its ground ; and, were it not for my curft ea« 
gernefs after fam)e» I can aflbr« thee that I 
(hould only think hereaft^ of tranquillity. 
Adieu, dear Jordan. I hope foon to fee thee 
here. Do not forget me, but reft fatisfiedof 
the efteem and fincere friendlhip I Ihall evo: 
have for thee. My compliments to Cefariq. 



LETTER XXXVIII. 

From M. Jordan. 

SIRE, Berlin, March 17, i^s^ 

JL he taking of Glpgau has infpired uni« 
verfal joy ; and the public wait, with an impa* 

tiencc 
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tience >vhich gives me pleafure, for the official 
account of diac fine a£iion> in the gazettes* 
There is not an individual who does not feem 
intcrefted. That power which could flx>p the 
ibldier^ who^ under fuck circumfttnces^ alnaioft 
always enjoys the right of pillage^ is moft ad« 
mired. Such are the rea| advantages which are 
derived from the military difcipline of this 
country. 

It is here whifpered that France has declared 
war againft the Putch. I can fcarcely believe 
it, though it is pretended to be affirmed by the 
oracles of politics. I f^b|de by the faith of my 
prieft on this fubjeft. 

It is imagined peace is on thp point of being 
concluded, becaufe the prince pf Lichtenftein 
is abfent from Vienna ; and, as it i^ fufpcfted, 
is gone to the Pruffian camp, to prevail on your 
majefty not to liften to the propofals of France, 
but to receive Lower ^ilefia, which is offered 
you by the queen of Hungary ; who defires to 
be allied to your majefty, becaufe (he fuppofes 
that to be the moil certain alliance, and which 
will have the leaft need of guarantees. Such 
are the reafonings of a newfmonger, who, after 
many a convulfive grimace, was yefterday deli- 
vered of this fyftem. 



Du 
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Du Molard is gone to Paris, to wait your 
majcfly's commands ; being afraid the dearth * 
will not permit him to arrive loon enough for 
the forming of the academy. 

I pleafe myfelf with the hope of departing, 
by the middle of next we^k, to tb^ow myfelf at 
the feet of the conqueror of Siiefia, 

I have the honour to be^ w|ch profound f C* 
fped, &c. 



LETTER XXXIX, 

From M. Jordan.. 

SIRE, Berlin, Mvch ao, 174.1, 

I HOPE to have the honour to find my- 
felf at your majefty*s feet on Sunday next» I 
am impatient for the arrival 6f this moment^ 
and the enjoyment of fuch a pkafure. 

The king of England, it is faid, intends to 
command the army in perfon. The beauty of 
his camp equipage is much talked of here, and 

* Par la crainte qu^il avoit de nefouvoirarriver^fans latR-^ 
fettCf au point de I'ereSiou de Pacademie. The dearth either 
fignifies a dearth of members, for the academy, or the paf? 
fage 18 to me wholly unintelligible. T. 

it 
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^t is'kdded that twelve thoufand Englifli arc 
wnbarked for Germany, 

Some days fince, nothing was heard of biit 
peace; whfch, according to the news of the 
prefent day, is now very diftant ; for your ma* 
jefty is faid to have entered into engagements 
with other powers, and that the queen of Hun- 
gary has been too tardy, in ihofe negotiations 
which (he ought to have haftened. 

Many tales are toid here concerning poor M, 
von Reyfewitz which appear to me to want 
foundation. It is affirmed fix hundred mfen 
have, by furprife, entered Brieg, without being 
perceived by the befiegers. 

Our intelligence varies every day, is believed- 
; one hour and rejefted the next. 

I have with furprife feen an Englifti book, 
ivfaich teaches pure deifm, tranflated into Ger- 
man, and publicly fold here. Our good di- 
vines will find exercife, on this fubjeft ; which 
to them will, for a time, be the apple of dif- 
cord. 

An excellent hiftory of the eftabliftiment of 
the order of the Jefuits has appeared. I am 
perfuaded that the work will have fuccefs. 

It is faid count Pickler ha£ been carried off 
by the huflfars, and taken to Neifs, 

May 
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May God prcferve your majefty ! I can cb 
the public of Berlin the jufUce to fay that the 
people all offer up prayers for your fafety. 

I have the honour to bc^ with profound re* 
fped^ &Ct 



H, 5: T T E R XL. 
frtm the Kin^. 

Marc|i27, 174!. 

I MARCH for Breflau to-morrow, fieur 
Jordan, where in four days time I (hall be. Ycu 
good people of Berlin have a prophetic fpirit, 
of which t can form no conception. In fine, I 
do not flop at trifles ; and thou wilt foon fe^ 
Silefia numbered among the provinces of Pruf* 
fia. Adieu. I have nqt tinac to tell thee 
more; religionj^ and our brave foldierSj, will 
perform the reft. 

Tell Maupertuis, that I grant the penfions of 
his academicians, and that I hope to find pro- 
per fubjefts to form young members, in the 
country in which I am. Give my compliments 
to him. 

LET- 
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LETTER XLI. ^ 

Fr(m the King. 

MY BEAR JORDAN, Pogrd, April 8, 1 741. 

We {hall give battle to-morrow. Thou 
inowcft tbe fate of arms^ aad that no more re« 
fpe£b is pftid to the lives of kings than to thofe 
of private peribns/ I know not what the event 
^ill be. Should I meet my death, remember a 
friend who has always tenderly loved thee. 
Should Heaven prolong my life, I will write to 
thee to-morrow and thou Ihalt hear of our vic- 
tory. Farewel, dear friend* While I live I 
(hall love thee* 



LETTER XLII. 

From M Jordan. 

fl I R Ey BreflaU} April ii, i74X. 

I WAS yefterday dreadfully alarmed. 
The noife of artillery heard, and the fmoke of 
powder feen from the tops of the towers, made 
it fufpeded there had been a battle, between the 
two armies. The conjedure was this morning 

confirmed. 



confirmed, but in a manner infinitely glorious 

to your majefty's troops. Joy prevailed among 

all the proteflant inhabitants^ who began to en^ 

tertain fears, from the fal(e rumours which the 

catholics took a pleafure to fpread. . Ferfons 

who were prefent at the aftion never think they 

.can fufficiently praife.the cooinefs and courage 

of your majeily. For my own pdrt^.l am in A 

cdlafy of joy. I have run about. thfi wfaoleiday, 

xa announce this good and. gloriefis^ ttew«, to 

.fuch Prufiians a& happened to be 'in £celbu. 

Never did I feel more perfeft fatisfaftionl M. 

^de Camas is here, and has been veuy.ill, fcJr 

-two days, of an inflammajtory fever :- the phy- 

4ician flatters himielf there is no danger. 

A printed relation is juft publifhed, 'but the 
circumftances do not feem to be well related. 
I flatter ' my felf one will foon appear written by 
a more able hand. An adion fo glorious de- 
ferves a more full and conned:ed' narrative. 
May God preferve your majefty, for the confo- 
lation and happinefs of the kingdom ! 

I have the honour to be^ &c. 



LET- 



LETTER XLIII. 

From M. Jordan. 
SIRE) Brcflaa, April 14, 1741* 

At the comer of each ftreet a plebeian 
orator is found declaiming on the warlike deeds 
of your majefty*s troops, I have often from 
indolence flopped to liften to thcfe difcourfes> 
which flow rather from the heart than from the 
head. • 

I ^his morning left M. de Cama$, who icarce- 
ly can outlive the day : the phyfician and hi$ 
furgeon give him over. I have been but little 
abfent from him during his illnefs. 

There has been a report for thefe two .hours 
that Brieg has furrendered — God grant it may 
be true ! 

I wait the orciers of your majefty at Breflau, 
not daring to repair to Ohlau, and throw my- 
felf at your feet, without permiffion. This week 
M. de Valori, the Swedifli ambaflador, and tb^ 
baron von Pollnitz have arrived. 

It is faid that the cardinal is here detained 
prifoncr. An article has appeared in the French 
gazette of Berlin on the fubjed of his arrcft 
which has givei) every body pleafure. 

Nq 
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No Qtie knows what is become of M. de 
MaupdjjLiis^ who^ apparently^ )s taken by the 
enemy. Your majefly, no doubt, will foon 
hear of him. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



L E T T E H XLIV. 

From M. Jordan. 

SIRE, Bredau, April 26» 1 741* 

A NEW edition of the Anti-Machiavel 
has appeared, publiftied by Voltaire, in which 
what had been retrenched in the former is 
inferted. The German tranflation, made at 
' Gcettingen, is publilhed here. In the weekly 
paper, which the chevalier de Mouchy intend- 
ed to have printed at Berlin, and which the 
people there refufed to print, are the following 
words^ — ^^ M. la B. de Chambrier had, laft 
^^ week, audience of the king, prefented him a 
*' letter on the part of his matter, and gave his 
** majefty a relation of the fearful confpiracy, 
** which the king of Pruffia has happily difco- 
** vered. The plan of the confpirators was to 
** rid themfelves of this monarch on the firft 
*^ favourable occafion ; or, if they could, ca 

«« carry 
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f* carry him off. More than fixty pcrfons had 

'* concerted together, for this odious purpofe ; 

*^ and their number occafioned them to be fuf- 

** pe6ted — The chief of the confpirators was 

*^ charged with letters, in cypher, the key to 

*' which he was ob^ed to give. This affair 

** occafions dreadful alarms. The king of 

*' Pruffia has commanded all his ambaffadors, 

*^ in foreign countries, to expatiate on the hor- 

** ror of fuch an aft. The criminal has been 

** put under a fafe guard, and the king of Pruf- 

*^ fia has obtained the grant of the eleftoral 

'^ college, for him to be judged by the diet of 

*^ Frankfort, where all the juftificatory pieces 

*^ will be examined, by the eleftors affembled, 

*^ to do proper juftice. 

*^ The king of England has caufed it to be 

*^ publifhed, that this was a fiftitioias confpiracy, 

^^ by the king of PruflSa, in concert with the 

'^ duke of Bavaria ; that the eleftors, and all 

*^ Europe, might conceive an abhorrence f6r 

"the grand duke of Tufcany; and that he 

*^ might thus rob him of the imperial crown, 

<* to which it feemed he would have been call- 

*' cd : but this is little probable. Letters from 

*^ Vienna are expefted, to inform us of the 

*^ means which the queen of Hungary will take, 

*^ to preferve the grand duke from the (hamc 

VOL. IX. G ** with 
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^< with which he will be overwhelmed, by fuctt 
*^ a horrid aft, if the falfehood of this ignomini- 
*« ous accufation be not proved/* 

Te Deum has been fung at Vienna; on 
which, as foon as I heard the news, I wrote the 
four following lines. ♦ 

Croyez-voils que pour la viAoirc 
Le Te Dcum a Vienne 8*eft chante ? 
Non : mais Neuperg a Dicu donne la gloirc, 
D'un grand peril promptement evite *. 

God prefcrve your majefty ! I have no other 
prayer, it is my ^2i\\y pater nofter. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



LETTER XLV. 

From M. Jordan f-^ 

Breflauy May 2, 1741* 

How charitable is your majefty ! You 
not only afForti me bodily fubfiftence but arc 
kindly pleafed to fupply fpiritual nutriment, for 

the 

* Would you believe that Te Deum bas bec» fung at Vienna 
for victory gained ? Ob no ! 'Twas Neuperg who retumeft 
God thanks for the danger he had efcaped. 

f This and others of the letters of M. Jordan are part in 

profe 
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the foul. I have received the Italian pfalms, 
adapted to the airs oFthe melodious Lobwaffer. 

Though I take pleafure in finging, it is not 
of the deeds of angels. Let them be regaled 
by the devout, my fong (hall be in your praifc. 

The poor refidu6 of breath I have muft be 
confecrated to this, and this alone. 

It is faid,'' fire, that your engineers keep up 
an infernal fire againft Brieg ; that the firing 
was yefterday feen from our fteeples, and that 
the governor did not perceive, till very late, 
that the pioneers were at the walls of his fortrefs. 
It gives particular pleafure, to the whole city, 
to hear it affirmed that, after the redudion of 
Brieg, your majefty's army will come and en- 
camp near the gates of Brellau. 

proTe and part in verfc ; a dyle fcnrmed in imitation ofChapelle, 
Hamilton, Voltaire, and other French writers, and with 
which the king was delighted, as is evident from his ptftflicc. 
But, whatever learning or powers of pieafing he might pof- 
fefs (of which it rather appears that meekncfs and aeq«*ef- 
cence were the chief) M. Jordan was certainly fteltber a pofet 
nor a man of wit ; and as he evidently affe^cd humour, and 
laboured to write in rhyme, in compliance to the exigent tem- 
per of Frcderic,'and not from any impulfe of mind or exube- 
rance of imagination, it would be vain to labour at infiifing a 
fpirit of poetry into language which, thoi^h occafionally in 
rhyme, is profaic in the extreme. For this reafon, his verfes 
will, when they occur, with few exceptions, be tranflatcd in 
profe. T. 

' G a Safe 
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S^fe from cruel huflars, and the ftratagemr 
of war, 1 ftiall behold my tutelary deity, and his 
glorious ftandards. 

They will be feen with more tranquillity 
when we fee them without fear. The Flemifli 
gazette reports a very extraordinary faft, which 
I have put in verfe, and fend your majefty *. 
Although your majefty gain vifliory after vifto- 
ry, I inccffantly with for peace; for peace is 
the only means of preferving you amid your 
people, of whom you are the folc confolation. 
Would to God the whole world were as little 
enamoured with the laurel as I am ! 

I afpire not after fame ; I afk not the conque- 
ror's meed. The temple of fame is not equal 
in worth to the laurels of a ham, or a gammon 
of bacon ^. 

* The tale here verfified is a burlefque account of the 
pope, who favoured the caufe of the queen of Hungary ; of 
his taking a journey to heaven ; of his remaining there three 
days ; and, being aiked by a cardinal on his return what was 
the occaiton of this celeflial expedition, of his reply that he 
had travelled thither to 'implore the fuccour of the charitable 
Virgin Mary, (or his favoured queen ; but that, when he came 
to heaven, he faw her on her throne, with the Pruffian eagle by 
her fide* T. 

f This laft fentence in the original is in verfe ; and a literal 
tranflation is given, in proof of the affertion in the note at the 
beginning of the letter, concerning the tafte of M. Jordan for 
poetry. T. 

I have 
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I have the honour, the advantage, and the 
happinefs, to be, &c. 



1741. 



LETTER XLVL 

From the King. 

jljlLL fubterfage, poor fophift, leave. 
Nor hope thy reafoning may deceive. 
Talk not of diarrhoeay phthiiic, 
Dropfy, and terms mifus'd in phyficy 
As fccret caufes of thy paia. 
Secret ! Oh no ! — 'Tis very plain ; 
The camp each man can fend advice ' 
That thy difeafe is cowardice. 
Hence v^ith thy fears ! Blulh and retreat ! 
I keep no cowards in my fuite. 



LETTER XLVIL 
From M. Jordan. 

SIRE, Breflau, on the 24th day of my exile, 1 741. 

I WAS enchanted by the beautiful verfes 

of your majefty, ; but to be reproached with 

defertion made me fhudder. I neither defert 

my faith nor my colours, nor was abfcnce ever 

G3 the 
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the cffed of fear hut of prudcace, of which an 
order from your majefty would have cured mc^ 
had you been plcafed to give this order. 

Obedience is a duty generally performed 
with reludance, but never when the edift is 
iffued from your royal domains : domains ren- 
dered delightful by that art with which they 
have been emBellilhed, and by the perfon who 
rules over them ; efpecially when the thunder 
is fufFered . to i^unaber, a^nd %h^ graces are 
ftretched at eafe on their couch. If your ma- 
jefty exaft poetry from me, I muft confign my- 
felf over to the boatman of the Styx. I never 
could write good verfes; I fcarcely can write 
in profe ; and he who attempts impoflibilities 
does but ftiew a crazy mind. Poetry is to me 
impoffible, and I fatisfy myfelf with fufEcient 
knowledge to receive pleafure from the poetry 
of others, and in envying the happinefs of thofe 
who write it well. 

The difeafe of fatire, which your majefty is 
pleafed to impute to me, is, of all the maladies 
of the mind, if this b^ one, that which I fear 
the moft ; and it certainly is fuch in a private 
perfon. Who will dare to indulge himfelf in 
lampoons ? The feduftive aft of flander (hould 
only be exercifed by the great, This is a talent 
for which I never importuned God, but I re- 

queft 



queft him to beftow on me the gift of patience, 
when I am attacked by one ftronger than my- 
felf. 

Your majefty continually reproaches me with 
ill humour. May I venture to fay that your 
majefty, in this refpeft, refembles the phyfician, 
who wiflaed his patient had a fever, that he 
might have the plcafure of curing him ? You 
can cure me, fire, by commanding me to repair 
to the camp, and throw myfelf at your feet^^ 
there to affure you of the profound refpeft with 
which I have the honour to be, &c. 



LETTER XLVIII. 

From the King. 

The camp of Grotkau, May Ji 1 74c* 

JljEHOLD us marching for Grotkau, 

While you fit trembling at Breflau^ 

And weep the dying, and the dead. 

Of battle's honourable bed. ^ 

Yes, peaceful Jordan, well I know, 

Hare flies not fafter from the foe. 

When hound and horn her fears augineiity 

Than you do> when you ftrike your teat i 

But pray, allow me juft to afk, 
Where's your grave phllofophic made, 

Q 4 Tfcu 
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That hides thefe fears^ when iloic pride 
Doth, danger abfent, death deride i 

The cannon bellows his fulphureous thunder, 
And fills th' affrighted earth with horrid wonder ! 
And lo ! an iron (hower deflrudiive rends 
The yielding (hrieking air, through which it wends ! 
The womb of war with death begins to fwell. 
And opening earth affumes the guife of hell ! 
Infernal flames, with force infernal driv'n. 
Now burfling forth, fcorch ev'ry wind of heav'n ! 
Fire rages here, and there the murd'rous fword. 
Abhorring Pity, and by Pity abhorr'd ! 

The man who thus, 'mid death and danger, 
Remains to panic fears a dranger. 
In burning towns, on bloody plains, 
Unmov'd and tranquil flill remains, 
Philofopher himfelf may call ; 
The refl are but impoflors, all. 

Sweet mailers, then, it hence appears. 
Your paflive courage, adlive fears. 
As hoftile are to one another 
As any author to his brother. 
Nay more, to give the devil his due, 
I doubt they're as deceitful too. 

Yes ! learned doftors ! men of might ? 
Of courage ye can nobly write ! 
And all as nobly, too, can look 
On dangers horrid, in a book ! 
But, from the fight of a6lual gun. 
Once more, y? can as nobly run. 



Fof 
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For usy of mind more ftrong than ye^ 
With phlegm and intrepidity. 
We face the ftorm and fcom to flee. 
Though havoc, and confulion rude, 
On earth and nature ihould intrude. 
Yet nought could fhake my fortitude ! 



1 



This is the mode in which, from a very war- 
like camp, I take the liberty of falutfng your 
fapience. The compliments my Mufe has 
thought proper to pay you fmell a little of the 
foldier ; but you will find her very fincere : 
and let me intreat you, by way of parenthefis, 
to remember that Truth has ever been the 
miftrefs I have adored. When I (hall become 
more courteous, then will madam the Mufe 
fpeak in more honeyed drains. In the mean 
time, I muft beg you to believe me neither 
more nor lefs than 

Tour admirer and friend. 



LETTER XLIX. 
From M. Jordan. 
SIRE, Breflau, May 5, 1741. 

1 HAVE the honour to congratulate your 
majefty on the furrender of Brieg I Your cam- 
paign. 
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paign IS ended, when that of others is fcarccly 
b^gun. Nothing can be more glorious than 
fuch events, to your majefty's arms. My con- 
tinual prayer 1%^ th^t God would be pl^afed to 
preferve you, amidft all your vidlories. 

I have received ^, letter from Paris, in which 
they h^vc fent me the epitaph of Rouflcau, 
written by himfelf, two years before his death. 

De cet auteqr npirci 4'uii cmyoii f^ inaUn» 
paflanty veuxrtu favoir quel fut (e c4ra£L^ i 
II avait, pour amis, Titon, Brumoiy Rollin : 
Pour ennemiSy Gacon, Pittaval ct Voltaire. * 

I h^v? heard with furprifp that M. 4^ Vqltaire 
has caufed his M^hom?t to be performed at 
Liil^ ; wjiich I confidpr as a Hipd of r^Jjuke, or 
injury dpne to the Parifiaa theatre* 

I have the honour to be, wirfj profoun4 r?- 
fpeft, &c. 

* v" Wbuldft thou, paflenger, know what was the character 
•* of this author, blackcHedby pensfo malignant ? Learn thea 
" that his friends were Titon, Brumoi, Rollin; and his enemies 
" Gacon,Pittaval and Voltaire.*^ 

- No flronger proof can be given of the prejudice to which 
great minds are liable than this epitaph, which was meant to be 
an epigram. W}io was more capable of cftimating the true 
worth of Voltaire than Jean Baptifte Rouffcau? Yet the 
whole (alt of his epigram, as be fuppofed it to be, confifted 
in the naipe of Volt^re forming a climax; of mental mean« 
nefst T- ' ' 

L E T. 
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LETTER L. 

From the King. 

The camp of Molwitz, May 6, I74i. 

On that dread field I fit, and write, 
Where danger valour doth excite } 
Where fwarming Myrmidons of Mars, 
In vulgar profe yclep*d huffars, 
Come hourly whifp'ring, in our car, 
** We wifh your worfhips a good year !*' 
Where hombs and batteries play a jig» 
Or heUifh fymphony, on Bneg ! 
On that fam'd field where every breath. 
From every fide, is fraught with death, 

I bravely fit, and feem fo bold ! 

Huih ! ^All that glitters is not gold. 

You will perceive, fir, from the fine things 
which I have the honour to repeat to^ you, that 
it is poffible to be more frightened than hurt ; 
which is what may be called teftifying cowardice, 
without caufe. I had vainly flattered myfelf, 
hitherto, I (hould have enjoyed a beatific glimpfc 
of you ; but we are fo effeftually divided, by 
danger, that I fear I (hall not fo (hortly partake 
of your fweet focicty. There are tales abroad 
that your laft journey occafioned laxities, fo 
copious that the apothecaries of Berlin were ob- 
liged 
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liged to employ all poffible aftringentf?, to ftop 
the effefts which your very great prudence had 
produced upon your conftitution. 

You have heard that Brieg has furrendered. 
We found it furrounded by mines and fougades. 
You arc very fortunate not to have been prefent 
at the general affault, elfe might you have made 
your entrance into paradife aftride on a bomb* 
Alas, poor Jordan I What muft then have 
become of your fine library; your beautiful 
Horace ; your Margot de la flantey ^c ? 

Not to take up too much of your time from 
laborious ftudy, I fball conclude a letter which 
perhaps you think too long, already, with an 
aflurance that another time I (hall employ more 
of the vertatur fiylus. Remain fatisfied that, 
notwithftanding the trifling reproaches this 
may contain, I efteem you as much in my camp 
as others would under the portico. Or in the 
Lyceum ; and that, for my own poor part, the 
qualities of the friend will ever obliterate the 
defers of the poltroon. 



LET. 
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From M. Jordan. 
S I RE, Brellau, May 8, 1741. 

I RECEIVED the letter with 'which it 
pleafed your majefty to honouir me ; and it was 
the firft that ever excited my grief, and for which 
I pay no thanks to my ill ftars. 

J did not quit the camp till I had firft received 
your majefty*s orders. If I difcovered any 
fenfation of fear, it is a proof that I was more 
undifguifed than prudent. But indeed to what 
purpofe ihould I have endeavoured to have 
concealed foibles, which could not have efcaped 
the penetrating eye of your majefty, who has 
the goodnefs to endure men fuch as you find 
. them, and to connive at my defedts ? 
' The tale of the phyfician of Breflau, reported 
to your majefty, would be very pleafant, if it 
did not relate to one who has no other difeafe 
than that of loving mankind too well, and of 
making melancholy reflections. 

I only wait your majefty's orders to throw 
myfelf at your feet, confefs my weaknefs, and 
affure you of the zeal, and profound refpedt, 
with which I have the honour to be, &c. 

♦ LET- 
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LETTER LII. 

From tbi King. 

May 9, 174U 
Dated, 

From camp entrench* d^ at Molwihi^Jtr^ 
With mortar y homb^ and howitzer : 
Where fmaU And great guns loudly play ; 
Where vaRant Jordan ran away. 

W HAT ! ao you gravdy undcrftand > 

My rattdom verfes, written off hand I 
I've known you in a different ftory^ 1 

At prcfent I'm deceived, and forry. 
And may the Mufe'« fportivc mood 
As kxxte then be underftood ? 
The heady I grant, may give offence t 
The heart afierts its innocence. 

Thus do I reply to the very fefious letter yoit 
have written. I am not of a temper fufficicntly 
fretful to tea^ie myfelf, concerning paft misfor- 
tunes ; arid I pitj^, with all my heart, that pro- 
penfity which loads ydu with ufelefs affliftions. 

Some wind peftiProus, and comprefsM, # 

Has pafiing enterM, and poffefs'd 

Thy hody, like malignant daemon. 

And pain and anguifh bids thee dream on* 

So faith the faculty ; j^our night-table muft 

determine ; 
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determine ; for, in all fiich momentous mat- 
ters, that is, in my opinion, the mod competent 
j^dge. 

Should you not think proper to give your 
fcypochdhdria an airing, nor Terrier like to 
dirty your Boots, you will ad with admirable 
wifdom to remain at Breflau. 

For fome days paft, I have, talked of nothing 
but hail, rain, fnow, and bad weather, lliis is 
hot the way to put you in a good humOur : I 
Ihall therefore 'give over, for I percfeivt 1 have 
little fuccefs. 

I am, hotwithftanding, among the molt zea- 
lous of the friends of Monfieur Jordan. 



.. ^,1 H^yiiigytg^ia^yir' " - 



LETTER LIIL 

From M. Jordan^ 
'ft I R £> Breflau^ May i*^ 115^41. 

I MAVE received Ae pleafant defcription 
your majefty has given of Maupeitiris. KRes 
fcrvant fct off yefterday, and has no doubt but 
that bis mafter will return to BreAwa, 

Nothing Is talked of here but pearcc> wlnkh 
!s iifiirmed to be near, and for which I father 
wiAi than hope» It is faid the enemy flies, 

3 when 
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when your majefty's army makes any Ihew of 
approach. This it is affertcd they did at 
Strehlen. 

According to the Leyden gazette, thfe horfc 
of M. Maupertuis ran away with him, during 
the battle, and galloped into the midft of the 
enemy. 

I know not what ill humour is ; and of this 
I can bring proof. I have taken the liberty to 
fend your majefty two letters, in which there 
are verfes; and for my part I never rhyme, 
except when joy will not fufFer me to reafon- 

I yefteriday heard a good number of mafles, 
for my amufement; for I could aot go to 
church from devotion, becaufe we have no af- 
fembly of the reformed religion here ; and — 

Pour moi, comme une humble brebis. 
Sous la houlette je me range ; 
U ne faut aimer le change. 
Que des femmes et des habits. * 

It is with great joy I hear that your majefty is 
at prefent in perfeft health, and that yourhead- 
aches are entirely gone. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

* " I, an humble fheep, obey my fhepherd. We ought nbt 
** to delight in .change, except of women and of drefc." 

Jordan cites thefe verfes from Bayle, under H^e artick 
Racant ; but I can find no fuch lines there, atieaft not in the 
beft edition which I have examined. T. 

4 LET- 
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LETTER LIV. 

Prom the King. 
The camp of Molwitz, May 15, 1741, 

, . A HE lines you fcnt are not your own ; 

They're not to hearty laughter prone. 

tray mount your Mercury fomewW higher. 

Ere you to pleafantry afpire. 

I'd rather fee you fcratdi, and fpit* 
^ . . And deal out jtat-a-mountain wit, 
g Than vent your ancient moral faws^ 

Which dunce can vent, with like apphufe I 

Grief Nttur* form'd jrou to difpel. 
Speak what you tWnk, and youTl fpoak wcH 
Your mind cap fumifh ample ftore 
Of wit and humour's charming lore : 
Give but this anlple mind its due^ 
All will be native, aU be new ; 
And Attic elegance tvill teach 
What learned gall could riever r^aclu 

Theti caft tb's garb of wifdom off | 
At cold, tame, difquifition fcofF, 
The lacquey dull of languid age. 
And leave to calcidator's rage 
Of inches, lines, or corns bf barley* 
Of cifoid, curve, or cube to parley i 
Leave him, in fcientific terror. 
To prove the world is prone to error ; 

TOL* IZ« H • fij 
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By algebra to coant his pains. 

And how much nuichief ftill remains! 

I've drawn your portrait ; pray forgive— 
But don't forget, meantime, to live. 
I've told you my philofophy : 
If yours be better fend it me. 

Do not you imagine, Mr. Man of another 
worlds that two jocofe letters are fufficient 
proofs^ to chriilian people, df your prefentgood 
humour : we muft have more. May you re« 
main at Breflau fo long as fear (hall continue to 
be your privy counfellor ! May the enemy Be 
as fearful as yourfelf ; and may I never lofe the 
benefit of your friendfliip! Thus prays one 
who has the honour to remabj 

Moft prudent, 
Moft grave, 
Moft fcientific Jordan, 
the moft religious admirer of. 
Sir, 
Your very high Dodiloquous Sapience. 



LET^ 
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LETTER LV* 

The camp of Molwitz, May 16, 1741. 

xxT kngfth the Fox is c«ig^t» tjrepiuiA'4| 
Of wit convi£tcd here you ftand ! 
For verifi fb charming, £tee, and jSowugi 
Can only be of your bellowing* 

Alarm'd as is your noble foul, 
March on ! You'll meet with no control I 
No pit to catch you, ready made I 
No dire mifhap of a];nbufcade ! 
March boldly, then, nor once repine 
With us to fit, and drink good wine* 

Or, if this tempting lure fhould fail. 
And peace and plenty can't prevail. 
Know, fir, that Brieg you'll fruitful find 
In food to feed your hungry mind. 
Worm-eaten, here, you'll meet with books ' 
Unknown, except to paftry-cooks I 
Vaft folios! Which, with pedant mien. 
Without are gilt, within are dean 1 
And which we well may brutal call : 
For, fhould they chance on chine to fall, 
Heaven help thenceforth th' o'er«ci;uiout wight ! 
'Tis much if more he walk uptight ! 

Should all thefe (mall impreffion make, 
Yet fure this after bait muft take I 

H2 I^ 
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m warrant you the wondrous pleafure 
To fit and nothiiig do» at leifure ! 

Thus, petty trader Kkc, I cry 
Caunp wares, expecting you will buy. 
Of fame, indeed, I*ve none to proffer ; 
You come too late, the fale is over 1 
In fearch. of Fame you need not roan ; 
YouVe long fince made her houfe your home. 



LETTER LVI. 
From the King. 

Undated. 

Wl T H maukifh melancholy, 
Doleful tones, and grumbling in the gizzard. 
You, fage fir, have the folly 
To relate a right pleafant tale : 
How Maupertui9, the man who flattened the poles. 
With an arrow^s fpeed, arrives flying, 
From the dead and the dying ; 
Afraid left whiflcer'd rogues, with hideous febrcs. 
Finally fhould not fail 
To cut (hort his learned labours ! 
But the beft of the jeft is, thefc; fens of Mars, 
Thcfc bluft'ring, ranting, manflaughtering huffars. 
Are fuch fimple fouls 
That they beh'eve him to be a wizzard ! 
Or a pagan prieft. 
At the very leaft ! 

« Pardi ! 
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" Pardi ! GeHdcmcn," faid I, 
•* He is worfe than either, why 
** He is a mathematician'*— Indeed ?— 
^ An, aftronomer''-— Zounds ! He ought to be flead ! 

What a Vandal ! At Vienna, 

Which nor rhubarb nor fenna 
Can purge of ignorance : where folly we behold 
Ferch'd under iilkea canopies and cloth of gold. 
Judge whether he were not held at defiance I 
•* Begone Mr. — ^What's your name?— Oh! Mr. Science!-^ 
(The fools affefted candour I will own.) 

** Surely, fir, you cannot but fee 
'* You and your language are alike to us unknown ! 

• " Begone, fir, you we befeech.*' 
Thus they civilly difmifs'd poor Maupertui^ 
With a courtly bow, and a kick in the breech. ' 

Such is the manner in which you ought to 
have told the tale ; thus it ought to have been 
drciTed^ by a man who has no other occupation. 
I know not what to think of you, but your 
letters daily become more lamentable. It (hould 
feem as if you would, if poffible, infedt the whole 
world with that gloom* and ufelefs chagrin by 
which you arc preyed upon. Take my advice j 
become reafonable ; drink your glafs, ^ft the 
rake, and be merry ; grief is <he height of folly. 
Be prudent : love me a little, and do not doubt 
but that I (hall evw remain your very joyous 
feryant. 

H$ LET. 
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LETTER LVII. 

From M. JnrdM. 
SIRE, 

People here are extremely impatient 
to learh fome intelligence, relative to the march 
of your majefty's army. It is faid, as you ap- 
proach, the foe retires. Were I myfelf at the 
head of the Auftrian council, I could not give 
them better advice. Who can withftand the 
warlike ardour of your majefty's foldiers ? 

There is another new edition of the Anti- 
Machiavel, with numerous juftificatory pieces, 
in favour of M. de Voltaire. The ifollowing 
is an epigram, inferted in the Bittiofbeque Bri^ 
tamiquey on the editor of that work. 

Des auteurs peu confid^rables 

Ont cu d'lDuftrcs editeurs ; 

£t les plus iOuftres auteurs, 

Des Editeurs tris^mifeFaibles % 
L'editeur et Pauteur font shiffi qudquefois 
Deux fots obfcurs, qu^unit Icur ^oilkt pour les fornettesj 
Mais ici nous vovons le prince des poetes 
£diteur du prince des rois. * 

May 

* ** Authors of little note have had ifluftrlous editors; and 
** illuftrious authors havehad editors the moft wretched. Som'c- 
*^ times both author and editor are blockheads, who dub their 

« wits 



May God (goa fend your majcfty into thefe 
{am! 

I have the honour to be> &c. 



LETTER LVIII. 

From the King. 

SIGNOR JORDAN, The camp at Grotkau, 

** ' June I, 1741. 

PoLLNITZ wrote me word that he 
would fend me fomc verfes, and I in anfwer 
faid I w,ould fend him money, I have received 
no poetry with his letter, and he fhall receive no 
gold with mine. 

Thou doft not tell me a word of dear Cefario, 
but talkeft of nothing but thy puppy of a book- 
feller, and of his pitiful book. 

We (hall fight three pitched battles, make 
four aflaults, and engage in a hundred ikir- 
mifhes ; after which thou (halt behold me, hum* 
ble Gamaliel, at the focit of Paul Jordan ; from 
thee to learn prudence, and the art of peace. 

** wits to fbBy. But here we behold the prince of poets the 
<* editor of the prince of kings." 

I^c gingle of the prince of pqets and the fnnce of kmgA% 
fo pointlefs, in Englifh, that a poetic and epigramnoAtic tranft 
lation, in which the meaning of ^e author (hould be greferved, 
feems an impoffibility, T, 

H 4 Adieu, I 



i 
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Adleu^ <kar friend: take care of thyfelf* 
J^rithee recoUedt how intcrcfted the girls of the 
Wcrder and the New-town arc in thy he^th, 
Sglutatiox). 



LETTER LIX, 
From M. Jordan. 

$ I R E, Brcflau, June 3, 1741, 

1 HE letter it has pleafed your majefty to 
write to me will be fufficient to preferve me 

from gloom for ten days The baron von 

PoUnitz will not fail to fend you verfes ; it is 
doubly his intereft. Cefario is arrived at Berlin, 
in good health. He performed the journey in 
four days. Men may always travel with fpeed 
through countries in which tranquillity reigns. 
This is what I write to M. von Kayferling, who 
thinks it a misfortune that he cannot, with his 
own eyes, behold the mournful efTeds of war. , 

Your majefty^s letter makes me (hudder — ? 
Three pitched battles, four affaults, and a hun- 
dred fkirmifhes, thouoh they do not make Jor- 
dan tremble, would terrify the devil himfelf ! 

You love the tumultuous field of Mars, and, 
though in continual danger from his fa^ilchion, 

, determine 
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determine tp follow his ftandards ; the precious 
bequefts of Minerva and of Ceres are only 
beftowed on peace. 

Your majefty does me great honour, or rather 
laughs at me, when you fpeak of Gamaliel 
ftudying the art of peace. ' How happy am I 
when your majefty is at Berlin, or Rheinlberg, 
and when I divide my time between the pleafure 
of ferving your majefty and the pleafurcs of 
leifure, and retirement. 

Contented and tranquil the moments I pafs, 
Uadifturb'd and at cafe, with my girl and my glafii. 

The reafon that I think of Berlin originates in 
the wants of the hofpital, and the conference. 

I can be of no ufe as an attendant on Bellona; 
I therefore humbly requeft that the conqueror of 
Silefia would permit me to return to that city. 
J tal^e no pleafure in this country : the women 
^nd the wine are equally bad ; morning, noon 
and night we bear of nothing but war ; I afn 
jiwakened by the thunder of the artillery, and 
the cry of the inhuman foldier; my wifties 
therefore all centre in Berlin. 

I am induced to requeft this favour of your 
piajefty becaufe I am aflured peace is determined 
on, which makes me half frantic with joy. I 
wifti to celebrate that happy day in the place 
where J am moft myfelf, in my library, where 

my 
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my books never anfwer a word to all the lilly 
things I iay; and it is affirmed that Berlin will 
foon have the happinefs of feeing your majefty. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 



LETTER LX. 

From the King. 
Undated. 

Was it neceflary to write a fermon, to 
perfuade me to let you go to Berlin ? Do you 
not blufti at your childifli impatience to depart ? 
You ftiall come here, if you pleafe, and make 
honourable amends to the whole camp. You 
will much rather incline me to have compaflion 
on you by your cowardice than by the attach- 
ment you profefs to have to Mr. John Calvin. 
My verfes certainly are not to your tafte, becaufe 
they are bold and true ; but, being contented 
with them myfelf,' this is my confolation : and 
you may preferve them as being my profeflion 
of faith. 

Send me word, I beg, whether it be true that 
peace is concluded^; whether the Pruffian troops 
will remain here, or whether there is any talk of 
a battle. In a word chatter away. 

* This feems a ftrange queflion for the king to a(k Jordan; 
buffo it 18. T. 

LET- 
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LETTER LXI. 
From the King. 

ITic camp of FreywaUe, June 13, 1741. 

VXOOD pettifh fir, and may it pleafe 7011, 

Why would you fly our fwcct Silefia I 

What 18 your reafoui what your phn ? 

You're much too good a courtieri man. 

To owii> with firank temerity, 

You're weary of our company. 

Enchanting Jordan, be fincere i 

Say why you wifh to diiappear. 

Inflate with wind we name firocco. 

Mourn you for Horace ?— 'Blue Morocco ! 

Or Seneca ?— Well bound in Ruflia ! 

Do thefe impd you back to Pruffia ? 

Or, haply, ts't fome living beauty. 

Who bids you think on love and duty ; 

Who, in yourprefence much delighting, 

Is not quite iatisfied with writing ? 

For not where Folly's toys unite. 

Not in the palace, you delight. 

A place fo lonely may not be 

Compared to our fociety. 

No ! Levity, your love to change. 

Incites your worfliip thus to range ! 

She is the goddefs of your nation. 

The race moft trifling in creation. 

Inconftancy defpotic reigns 

In Frenchman's heart. — ^Thus Jordan feigns 

Some abfent happinefs, and views 

A diftant good whkh he purfues, 

3 But 



[ 
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But never catches^-^At to me, 
Enjojineiit is felicity. 
But I begin to know your tricki : 
In heav'n had you a coach and fix* 
Diflfitiified in hcav'n to dwells 
You'd bid the coachman drive to hell. 

This is all I have to fay in verfe, but my 
profe will not contain lefs truth, and I dare ven- 
ture to inform you it would be very difficult, if 
not impoflible, to find a place in wl^ich you 
(bould reft contented. We (hall foon depart 
for Strehlen ; we find no amufement here, ex-^ 
cept with huffars. 

Farewel, dear Jordan. My compliments to 
the Portico, and the Lyceum. My philofophy 
fends her humble fervice to yours, and I myfclf 
am, good fir, your moft obedient. 



LETTER LXII. 

Frpm M. Jordan. 

SIRE, Brefl^u, June 17, i74if 

1 HAVE received your charming verfes, 
written in the true Norman ftyle; for ipay I 
perilh if I underftand what are your rpajefty's 
commands, or whether it be your will I Ihould 
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go to Berlin, or remain at Breflau. The art of 
criticifm, which I have ftudied, I find is but of 
little fervice to me, fince it cannot teach mc 
thus muchiiifcrimination. Nor is this the firfl: 
vexation which the. fpirit , of fcepticifm and 
doubt has occafioned ii^e. Had I taken a dofe 
of dogmatic philofophy, I ftiould have immedi- 
ately been pofitive ; but my inclination to the 
acadenlic fcdt, and the fear of failing in my duty, 
render me indeterminate. Perhaps my lamen- 
tations of Jeremiah, which I fent a few days 
ago, will diflipate thefe doubts ; for, on the 
faith of a chriftian, I cannot remain in a city 
where the doftrines of Calvin are rejedted as if 
they were the Sibylline verfes, I never was a 
courtier ; nor have you need of that race ; for 
courtiers perpetually difguife the truth, which 
men are bold enough to fpeak, in your majefty^s 
prcfence* Why then fhould not I be thus 
daring ? I am weary of Brellau, in which I can 
neither pay my court to your majefty nor refort 
to my library, where, in company with the 
Mufes, with Horace by my fide, I enjoy tran- 
quillity, and am enabled to defpife the arts and 
vanity of the world. 

The French I own are inconftant. They 

are thus from levity ; I have wit enough fo to be 

for the fake of enjoyment. But I am neither 

I inconftant 
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inconftant in friendfhip nor in love ; and diftin- 
guiflied merit, in man or woman, feldom has to 
complain of infidelity. 

May I humbly fupplicate another &vour of 
-the conqueror of Silefia ; a draft on Vorfpann, 
for my purfe is othcrwife in danger of a con- 
fumption. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

P. S. It is faid here that we fhall have a 
peace, and that all things will happen accordii^ 
to the wifhes of Fredericj whom the world re* 
veres. 



LETTER LXIII. 

From M. Jordan. 

S I R £, Breflau, June 19, 1741. 

1 AM afhamed of importuning your ma- 
jefty fo frequently by my letters, and my 
rhymes, which muft have the fame merit, in 
your majefty*s eyes, as the daubings of a fign- 
paintcr would in thofe of Pcfne. But it is in- 
dolence which makes me thus garrulous; and it 
muft be owned it is great temerity to rhyme, at 
my time of life. The goodnefs of your majef- 

ty's 
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ty*s poetry, wiittea while you are marchitig ovtr 
all Silefia with your army, and fpreading %cnot 
wherever you go is to me incomprehenfibk. 
The lifters of the lacred valley joyoufly chaat 
the noble ads of the German Apollo, whom 
Greece would have worftiipped. 

I moft humbly thank your majefty, for the 
permiffion you have gracioully granted me, to 
return to my dear books, which conftitute the 
chief happinefs of my life. Each man feeks 
happinefs in his own way : a viftor in a con- 
quered province, yours is fecure ; but mine has 
here been very imperfeft, for I have endured 
a famine of books, wine, and women* You 
are happy with your army, and I that I am al- 
lowed to depart. All happinefs is ideal, and I 
am much perplexed, confidering the nature of 
mine ; I feek it in ftudy ; though thought often 
makes maii wretched, and diifipation as often, 
infpires niirth. But it is the general propenfity 
of man, when happinefs is in his power, to feek 
mifery. A perfon the other day infifted that 
happinefs was voluntary, and that he who was 
determined might guard againft mifery, by the 
power of his own will. I as warmly affirmed 
that minds are differently tempered; that to 
laugh at misfortune was the effeft of conftitu- 
tion ; and that the thing moft furpriling was to 
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fee men who, as I have faid, might be liappy if 
they picafcd, fcek to be wretched. 

May Heaven foon reftore your majefty to your 
people I, There is one point in which I never 
can be fceptical : it is impoffible for me to 
doubt that I (hould ever be other than your 
majelty's moft devoted, &c. 



LETTER LXIV. 
From the King. 

July I, 1741. 

J* OR wifdom exquiflte and moft profound. 
Which truly is not worth a doit per pound. 
Some folk* applaud thcmfelves with folly fuch 
That they get drunk, leil they fhould have too much. 

The fage debauchee Jordan requefts a copy 
of thefe lines. Strange abfence of mind ! The 
gentleman forgets that he is himfelf the fubjed 
of the epigram. 



LET- 
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LETTER LXV. 
From M. Jordan^ 

8 I R £| Berlin, Auguft 12, 1741* 

J N this I fend you fome irregular verfcs, 
very irregularly written, by a man who never 
was regular. Confidcr them but as etchings in 
the tafte of Banx)c, which, however, have had 
the good fortune to pleafe you* 

I have an unconquerable delire to fee the 
Pruffians mount guard in the market place of 
Brellau, from the (hop of a bookfeller named 
Korn *• You will not, fire, refufe this confola- 
tion to Simeon, who wiftits to fee the faviour, 
not of Ifrael, but, of Germany, Your troops 
have very juftly acquired this prerogative. 

* In letter LXIlI. dated June ipth, M. Jordan thankd 
the king for permiflion to go to Berlin, though no fuch per- 
miffion appears in the letters printed. In this epiftle and 
the two next we hear only of Breflau, except that Jordan 
writes from Berlin. He now deflres to come to Brcflau, 
from which he had petitioned fo eameftly to retire. We 
can only folvc the difficulty by fuppofing either letters omit- 
ted or verbal meffages ; and by recolledling, as is evident 
from the correfpondence, how much M. Jordan ftruggled 
-with his feelings, that he might flatter and oblige Frede- 
ric. T. 

VOL. IX* I I might 
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I might allege reafons of health to your ma* 
jefty, for mine is fo delicate that I can only en- 
joy it by rendering frequent, though involun- 
tary, homage to the faculty. During fix 
months 1 have had the temerity to refufe pay« 
ing tribute to phyficians, but at prefent neceffity 
is all powerful. 

I have the honour to be, &c» 



LETTER LXVL 
From the King. 

W HILE convoy M corn fliall, from the foe. 
Such numerous hazards undei:;go. 
Thou may'ft fecure thy precious life 
From fell huflar, and dcfp'rate ftrifc, 
Where pointed cannon, from Breflau, 
Such rude incurfions overawe. 
Whether for bread or glory fights 
The furious Mars, and wrath excites, 
Thou may'ft in peaceful ftudy be 
^Protefted in poltroonery. 
Should Peril threat more near approach, 
I'll fend thee tumbril, cart, or coach, 
Conveyance fafe, from powder vile, 
To where both art and fcicnce fmilc. 

Givep at our camp of Strchlcn this 
1 2th of Auguft, 1 741. 

L E T- 



LETTER LXVII. 

JFrom M* Jordan*. 

S i R £, Breilau^ Auguft 19, 1741* 

I AM arrived at Breflau, which I have 
with great joy feen embellifticd by your fine 
troops. The girls all ogle the foldicrs of your 
majefty : nor am I furprifed ; they are as hand- 
fome as they are brave, and are equally refiftlefs 
in love and w^r. 

It 15 whifpered here that your majefty is on 
the eve of an alliance with France. Of this I 
know nothing ; but I well know that the unfore* 
feen journey of M. de Valori has afforded em- 
ployment to the whole corps diplomatique; 
like as a comet with a vaft tail does to that of 
meffieurs the aftronomers* 

It is pretended that, in lefs than three days, 
there will be a battle* I fear this word as the 
Romans did thofe which expreffcd death* 1 
love increafe> but not deftrudion* Th^ fword 
-nay deprive your body of that life which love 
beftowed, and for which your Country is under 
great obligation to love. Not to preferve the 
life thus given, I wiU venture to fay, would be 

ingratitude. 

1 2 Your 
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Your majcfty has been expefted here Tome 
days, and M, de Bulau has for that reafon quit- 
ted the houfe he occupied. You will be receiv- 
ed In this city as the Jews would receive their 
Meffiah, (hould he think proper to make his 
appearance. 



LETTER LXVIII. 

From the King. 

The Camp at Reichenbach, Aug. 309 1741* 

X O U hate them much, yet you fuppofe 
That we're eternally at blowB ; 
In hot purfuit huffars entrapping. 
And daily catching AuHrians napping. 
Softly, fweet fir! — Pray ftop, and breathe. 
^ For you may arguments uniheath 

More fwift, I ween, than we our fwords. 
Know, viAories are not won by words. 
Our morning fun, perhaps, may foon 
With all the fplendor ftiine of noon. 
The pilot, who the port would gain, 
Stands watchful of the varying vane ; 
And tacks the helm, and fets the fail. 
Whene'er propitious winds prevail. 

For thefe propitious winds we are waiting, 
that we may fleer without danger. I hold our 

arrangements 



arrangements to be certain, and I think I (hall 
fcarcely ^e biained. for. playing afafe game. 

We have the beautiful country of Silefia in 

view, which forms one of the moft charming 

profpedts in the world : nor is the fine jnd ny- 

* merous army, encamped on thefe hills, one of 

itfieirle^ ornaments. 

Adi^y, friend Jordan, give my refpedts to riia- 
<lam Phiiofophy, and tell her I hope to fcQ hpr 
<Hicc a^^in in winter-quarters. Nor forgei my 
q^ippliments to my lady Belles Lettres, inforiii- 
4l}g h^r th^t I appoint her the like rendezvoujs ; 
and, though I have for a time, dropped their 
l^cquaintance^ I do not mean it thouki end 
i here; for that, when the campaign (hall be 
ovier, I mean to cultivate their fricndOiip with 
idcreaiing love, and ardour. 

Of thy candoyr, thy knowledge, thy philp- 
(pphy, aad tfpecifrlly of thy agreeable convcr- 
fetipfl, 

I am the admirer and £dend* 



1 3 LET- 
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LETTER LXIX. 

Fram M. Jordan. 

SIRE, Breflau, Auguft 30, i74i« 

Robinson * arrived yefterday, and by 
his arrival furprifcd every body. Hopes of 
peace again revive, and I am delighted to fee 
that every thing contributes to the glory of your 
fnajefty. This formidable Pruffian monarch 
afts the coquette; all endeavour to win him, 
while he remains unconcerned, and at his eafe* 
The Frenchman looks gloomy on the bufi- 
xiefs, but fatirical ; my lord the Engliftiman is 
merry ; the Dutchman is enraged, and fays the 
journey is undertaken to no purpofe, for that 
the happy negociator has nothing but infi^nifi- 
cant prppofal^ to make. PoUnitz had a ikir- 
mifh yefterday with the Hanoverian •f'. The 
king, my mafter, faid the latter, will foon ap* 
pear in all his glory I That, replied the baron, 
with a fatiric fneer, will probably be when he 
takes a journey to the oth^r wgrld, to judge tho 
dead. 

* The Englifh envoy. 

f This enumeration evidently rehtei to the different am<« 
baflador^. T. 

-: - It 
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It is faid there are fix hundred huflars on the 
fcout, between Brellau and Neumarck, I cer- 
tainly (hall not go to enquire into the truth of 
the intelligence. 

May God preferve your majefty ! 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



LETTER LXX. 

From the King. 

The Camp at Reichenbach, Sept. 2, 1741* 

w^UHEN Anglo-plenipo fchal ftbnde aftoundcr 
Than ftunnyed braflTe orwyldered yron founder, 
Andy wythe his pack 
On his back. 
That hee not opened hathe, to fchew hys wares. 
To Almainc Emperoure on bonkis of Styxis rcpaircs. 
Telling quhat i quhiehe magic lore hym toulde. 
Then to the preefte ichal he hys iinnes unfoulde ; 

And oflFe hys greetc crrour, 

To bee Europa's mediatouri 

And eeke to us Legiflatour j 
And in Jamaika fchal give up the ghofte. 
Cacique pacifique of that y ftraunge cofte ! 

The above is a prophecy which I have difco- 

vcred among the centuries of old Nofl:ra,da- 

Qius : you (hall have it for what.it qoft^ that is 

1 4 to 
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to fay for another in return, which I know will 
be excellent, and which indeed will not only 
repay me the principal but intereft at a hun- 
dred per cent ; efpecially if you will promifc 
to be for ever mine. 

Farewel. Send the cnclofed to Voltaire. 



LETTER LXXI. 
From M. Jordan. 

S I R £9 Breflau, September 2, 1741. 

xOUR verfes are charming; I cannot 
read them often enough ; they (hew no appear- 
ance of that facility with which they are written. 

The whole converfation here is concerning 
the great part you aft. It is affirmed the Saxon 
is come to afk as a favour of your majefty> that 
he may in feme meafure contribute to the glory 
of your houfe. The very artful minifter Bu- 
lau, with that fubmiflive air which humility 
gives, comes to prefent you the power of his 
prince. I flatter myfelf your majefty will grant 
him this glorious privilege. 

I blefs God, and return thanks to youf ma- 
jefly's cares, for our prefent profperity ! Shel- 
tered by your wings, I fleep in tranquillity as 

3 Z^^^ 
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great as if the palladium were in my keeping. 
The people of Berlin fear a fccond battle. For 
my part I fear no more, for viftory is a certain- 
ty ; and were I to \>e John the Baptift, and 
preach to this good people, I fliould exhort 
them to place entire faith in their Meffiah. 
Peace and content are mine, for Frederic is 
crowned with fame, and profits by viftory and 
policy. 

Yet your majefty does not rife fo early as tho 
king of England, wbo/w€afs blood and water * 
at his own inaction. Yet he— ^* 

Is daily feen before the fun to life. 

To pothing do but yawq, and rub hi« eyes. 

Your majefty, on the^ccrntrary, does not inter- 
rupt your warlike exploits, by your correfpond' 
ence with Voltaire. The lady Mufes are become 
very vain of feeing themfelves thus courted, by 
fo great a king. When I return to my books> 
I (hall not fail to obey your majefty's commands, 
and tell them — 

" The king, your tutelar deity, only regards 
*' his friend Mars as a neceflary ally ; but you, 
** daughters of Parnaffus, he carefles with plea- 
*« fure ; your recreations, amid all his cares, are 
" never neglefted.'* 

I. have the honour to be, &c. 

* A proverbial expreflion in the French language. , 

LET- 
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LETTER LXXIL 

From M. Jordan. 

$ I R £, Breflauy September 4, 1741. 

1 HAVE received your admirable vcrfes, 
and thofe with which you have honoured Vol- 
taire, which I immediately difpatched. Your 
prophecy foretels the fate of Robinfon, and he 
and his king flutter and difturb themfelves in 
vain, to (hew the little politics they poflefs. 
Tour raajefty has made Noftradamus fpeak the 
language of wit, fuch as is not to be found in 
his works, which many read but few underlland* 
Is not the ironical manner in which your ma- 
jefty is pleafed to apoftrophife the little wit I 
poflefs, immoral ? I monopolife all the wit in 
Silefia ! The ridicule is too evident. I ! whofe 
genius can, at beft, only be compared to a fmall 
ftream ! While yours, like a torrent, overflows 
and bears down all oppofition ! I have juft as 
much wit as that man has tafte who is able to 
diftinguifli good champagne, and this is all I re* 
quire. Befide, I am at prefent hke a huflaand- 
man, who does not fow his land, becaufe he is in 
want of feed. Your majefty is on the point of 
entering Bohemia, and my magazine of wit is 
I at 
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at Berlin. The moon (hines only with borrow- 
ed light; deprive her of the fun and all is 
darknefs ; ,]ier fp^cndour is eclipfed. 

Your majefty affords fufEcient employment 
to politicians. The partifans of the queen of 
Hungary endeavour to difcover, in the counte- 
nance of the Saxon minifter^ the effeAs of his 
journey to the army ; but he is too cunning for 
them; they cannot penetrate his thoughts^ His 
uniform afpeft adroitly conceals his good or ill 
fuccefs. 

One work of fupererogation I cannot but 
intreat of your majefty, which is the continuance 
of that kindnefs which I will endeavour to de- 
fcrve. 



LETTER LXXIIL 

From the King. 
The Camp at Reichenbach, September 7, 174U 

i O-MORROW, fir, decamp we muft. 
But whither ? Humph ! Why that, I truft, 
^or faint nor devil can divine, 
yet let me whifper, friend of mine, 
from fofter flumbers fome may waken, 
Wh^nthey ihcpl hear tha( N^if^is taken. 

Should 
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Should Fame report how we behave^. 
Calling our army fine and brave. 
Or, in Silefian valley, fay 
From Auftrian proud we won the day. 
Let not your mighty foul, alarm'd. 
Too foon fuppofe my worlhip harm'd* 

Whoever ViAory leads in chains 
Mud, while purfuing, num'rous pains 
And perils dare. He who will quarrel 
^ Muft often venture life, for burel. 

Then fhould you lofe your king, and firlend* . 
And mifs Fate matter Death fhoidd fend, 
I hope that friend you'll often fee. 
Though he, good lack, muft abfent be. 

I muft be divorced, for a few days, from the 
lady Mufes : but, as our prefent plan will ep- 
fure tranquillity to Silefia, and procure us good 
winter quarters, I have its fuccefs greatly at 
heart. 

Adieu, dear Jordan. Do not forget me, bu; 
reft . perfuaded of the friendfhip which I (hall, 
during life, maintain for one Mafter Charles, 
Stephen. So be it. 



LET- 
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From the King. 

The Camp of the NeJffe, September 15, 1741. 

Jb ROM the NeifTe, Matter Jordan, I write. 
Of the projc£l my brain brought to light. 
Wonder not if your hopes I fhould choufe : 
Lackaday ! — 'Tis the Mountain and Mouft. 
You muft know my old Mentor *, of wit obfolet€, 
Who's as full of himfclf as an egg's full of meat, 

With ha ! and with hem ! 

And curft indolent phlegm, 
Has Neuperg permitted our plan to defeat. 
N« matter for tkat^ fir ;. I ilill ihaU purfu« 
The principal purpofe 1 firll had in view. 
Trump about at Vienna perhaps is the plan ; 
But I've (huffled the cards, let 'em win \i they can. 
Mars fmiling remembers his happy campaign, 
And plenty and peace are returmng to reign. 
To Berlin the mufcs and graces we'll draw j 

With our quirks, and our jokes^ 

There we'll lire, like the folks , 
Who are happily rid both of war and of law. 

We face the enemy at prefent, to whom we 
are very near. Neuperg dares not fo much as 
— left we (hould overhear him, and a battle is 
more than ever probable. We are in one of 

♦ The old prince of Anhalt. T, 

the 
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the fineft camps in the world, and the tvto 
armies, fccn at one view, feem like two fearful 
Lions, each tranquilly at reft in his lair- 
Write to me often, and remain perfuaded that 
my attachment is inviolable. 

Adieu. 



LETTER LXXV. 

From the King. 

The Camp of the Neiflc, September 17, 1741* 

JLlTTLE Parthian, gteat Poltroon, 
Who only canft efcapc 
By fwift retreat, in love or war. 
The perits of a rape 1 

In hot difpute, and wordy war^ 

Shouldft thou be callM upon | 
Still, hocus pocus, fhufBe, cut. 

Hey! Prefto I-— Thou art goHc 1 

No cunning Norman, who in trope 

And figure can talk treafoii. 
Can more emphatically prote. 

To wrangle is to reafon. 

Such are the advantages which that Aca- 
demy 
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demy * bcftows that fights flying, and never af- 
firms. 

Your requeft, fir, is rather pretty than plea- 
fant ; cfpecially as I flatter myfelf I fliall fliortly 
fee you here, in all fafety, when Neuperg fliall 
have decamped, and we fliall have undertaken 
the fiege of Neifs. 

My compliments to PoUnitz. Tell Voltaire 
that, ftiould he have no bufinefs at Bruflels, he 
will oblige me by coming to Berlin in Novem- 
ber or December. Say the fame to Maupertuis. 
Farewell, Jordane "Tindaline. Continue to love 
me, and be aflured that egofum totus tuus^ Vali. 



LETTER LXXVI. 

From M. Jordan. 

SIRE, Breflau, September i8, 1741. 

jDo not complain that your attempt oa 
Neifs has failed. The world knows it is not 
your majefty^s fault ; the a<3;ion, which is pub- 
lickly fpoken of, will wipe away this fmall ftain, 

* The king here alludes, as he docs in various other paf- 
fages, to the ancient Academicians, or Sceptics, who tauglit 
the imccrtai»tjr and incomprchenfibility of truth, T. 

from 
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from the beaiKiful pifturc of the Sikfian war. 
Who can but wonder to fee your illuftrious 
majeliy, with the cooleft and moft courageous 
eafc) attack and burn a magazine, in the face 
of the f^e ! 

It is even whifpered that your majefty has 
been ilighily wounded in the arm, and a perfon 
has been bold enough to affirm he faw you with 
it in a fcarf. That arm which your people 
adores ! under which they live in fafety ! 
which the enemy dreads, and of the force of 
which the world juftly vaunts! 

The news gave me great pain, nor could 
my gloomy fancy determine to believe it was 
falfe. 

Your majefty has drawn a fuperb picture of 
the pleafures we fhall enjoy at Berlii>, under the 
ohve branch of peace, which you are willing to 
grant to Europe, and which Europe intreats* 
Ah ! 'When (hall I behold thefe happy days ? 

The Baron von PoUnitz wiflies to become a 
free mafon, if your tnajefty will grant him per* 
miflion. 

This letter will be good for little, unlefs it 
fhould happen to amufe your majefty. It is 
the offspriag of leifure, but not of indifference* 
I am no dogmatic ftoic ; I enjoy pleafure like a 
thinking being. Defcartcs has pedantically 

faid 
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^ faid — ^* I think, confequently I cxlft/' For my 
part, I (hoiild fay — " I enjoy pleafqre, confe^ 
qucntly I think." Yet of that indifference 
which ftiould induce me- never more to wrkc 
verfe I amambitious* , My head at prefentisfuU 
of rhymes ; ftill I find it as difficult to write bad 
poetry as thofe, to whom Apollo -has been 
favourable, do to write good. It is you, fire, 
and love, who have niade me a poet. I aft, 
with refped to poetry, as Petrini does with ref- 
pedt to the violin. I am not blind enough not 
to perceive that I am juft as good a poet as I 
am a foldier. But I confole myfelf, for the mif- 
fortune of not being able to vaunt of thefc 
gifts, by the' happinefs I poffefs, a happinefs 
before which all indifference flies, of being 
with moft profound refpeft, &c. 



LETTER LXXVII. 

From the King. 

SeptemW 24, X74r« 

To thy doftoral fcience I remit a very 

whimfical letter, for Greffet; which I charge 

thee to copy, to criticife, and to fend. Should^ 

VOL. IX. K thou 
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^ thdu thiiik the letter pleafant^ endofe a copy, in 
'thy dwn nimc, for Voltaire. 
'" Adieu. 1 am very bufy to day , another time 
-frty letter (hall be longer, confequently more 
^'Aill. Bid Pollnitz babble. 



LETTER LXXVIIL 

From M. Jordan. 

,. 8 I R Ey Breflauy September 24» X741. 

Count Algarottl is arrived, with the 

Ruffian ambaflador, gay and contented ; for he 

' is proud of the Pruflian deeds which embellifli 

^ the gazette, and he refembles the trumpeter of 

the day of judgment. 

The poor Swede is gloomy, in defpite of the 
efforts he makes to conceal his gloom by a forced 
comppforc- -He lives^ however in hope, and 
remembers that fortune daily changes. Yet 
with us fortune has loft her ficklenefs, for our 
foldiers are too confcious of courage to fufFer 
^'^defeatV ' •' • 

V : V The furrepderof Lintz rs pofitively afErmed, 
♦, aMici^ even added the French are on the full 
:::a2ircii to.Jb^aGpgi? Viejrtnaa while the Pruflians 
j^., befiege Neils. God grant thefe things may foon 

come 
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comt to pafs ; that your ^riajcfty, after £b maay 
warlike and glorious exploits, may enjoy tran- 
quillity and repofe ! May you partake of the 
plcafures of that peace which you wijl procure 
for the world! Thus Jupiter, at intervals, 
quitting his arms and his thunder, yields to the 
fedudlive qharms of pjeafure. 

According to your majefty's commands, I 
this day write to Voltaire and Maupertuis^— 
Frederic, Maupertuis,.and Voltaire, will beftow- 
thofe delights on mankind that will render earth 
envied by heaven; the converfation which I 
have had the honour to liftento, between thefe 
thinking beings, have been to me the moft de* 
licious ambrofia. 

In imitation of the poets of the paft age, I 
have chofena-miftrefs to whom I may occafi^ 
onally addrefs my verfes, not being able to make 
her any other prefents. I know not whether 
your majefty will be fatisfied with the following 
thoughts, on the agreement between the heart 
and the underftanding, which I have verfified. 

'f The underftanding has but little power over 
«^ the heart, by which it is held in continual 
'^ flavery. The underftanding prefcribes rigo- 
<^ rous duties, the heart pants after pleafures. If, 
" Iris, you wUh to make love the bafis of your 
« happinefs, be fage in your choice, and beftow 
-K 2 '' your 
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'^ your tender heart oh him among your lover* 
*' who thinks moft. Who could condemn fuch 
** a choice ? My rcafon was never infenfible to 
'* affeftioii ; my heart adores you. Iris, and my 
** uiidcrftartdiftg accords with the didatcs of my 
" heart." 

Nor, however they may fometimes difagree, 
is it on the fubjed of love, alone, that my heart 
and underflanding are in unifon : my heart is 
delighted to ferve a monarch whom my under- 
ftanding admires. They divide between them 
the pleafures of his amiable and mild dominion. 
1 have the honour to be, &c. 



LETTER LXXIX. 
From M. Jordan. 

SIRE* BrcflaUy Odlobcr 6» 1741. 

There are a thoufand rumours in town 
ia(»hich I believe to be falfe. All hopes of peace 
feem to vaniQi. It is affirmed your majefty's. 
army is encamped, near Brieg, in its former 
fituation. Letters from Neifs fay that the town 
was opened to both parties, and that the magif- 
trateliad given a very confiderable fum, to ob- 
tain this kind of neutrality. Ridiculous as it is, 

this 
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this intelligence is credited. The public arc, 
flattered with the happinefs of feeing your 
majefty, at Breflau^ on the 20th of this month ; 
and it is faid the dates are to aflemble^ two days 
after, to do homage. Some affirni this is a thing 
impoffible ; firft, becaufe thofe who are in Upper 
Silefia cannot come, however good their incli- 
nations, without running great rifks; and, again, 
becaufe there is not time fufEcient for many 
vaflals to receive full powers, from their refpcc- 
tive chiefs. 

I have been aflured your majefty's fine army 
will go into winter quarters on the 1 9th ; and 
that, on the firft of November, the whole court 
will be at Berlin. . 

I have written to Voltaire and Maupertois, 
according to your majefty's orders. 

Poor Madame de Rocoulcs l^ dead; hfer 
lamp is extind for want of oil. 

It is faid the queen of Hungary is entirely ^t 
y^iance with her confort. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



K3 LET* 



134 PPSTHIJMPUS WQRKSf 

LETTER LXXX, 

JP>^w M. Jordan. 

8 I R E^ BrdQau, Odob^ ii, 1741. 

' f' 

Lord Hyndford, for the confol^itjon pf 
politicians, arrived yefterday. He brings two 
articles of intelligence : one that the condition 
of the army of Neuperg is better than was fup- 
pofed ; and the other that he waited till your 
majefty's army Ihould go into winter quarters, 
that he may recruit in like manner. 

The Cologne gazette, of the 6th of Oftobcr, 

fays " It is generally rumoured, at Duffel- 

" dorf, that the grand affair of Juliers and Berg 
^^ is entirely fettled, in favour of the prince and 
** princeffes of Sultzbach ; the king of Pruflia 
^^ having, as it is affirmed, renounced his claims, 
f ^ in confequence of other equivalents." 

The people of Breilau are impatient for your 
majefly's arrival, to receive homage. They 
have a rage for illuminations, and flatter them- 
felves fuch will be commanded. 

Thiriot has written to me from Paris, and, 
mentions the death of poor Rollin. 

Rollin, 
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Rollin^ the. wife bigot lies here. 
Till ages fome few (hall elapfe ; 
Who ne'er tafted pleafurc/for fear 
He fhould bfe all the joys of perbapr. * 

I have the honour to be, &Ci 



LETTER LXXXI; 

Fram M. Jordan. 

SIRE, Breflau, Oaober 12, 1741^ 

1 HE continuance of the Englilh Am- 
baffador at Neifs turns the brains of politi- 
cians. Some fay he is ill, others that he is 
negotiating. 

I have heard that a critical hiftory of the city 
of Breflau is about to appear, written by a young 
officer, who is faid to be ill fatisfied with it, ef- 

* Epigrams are feldom capable of a literal tninilatlom Tbi^ 
French is, 

Ci-git le tres-bigot Rollin, 

Qui quitta les plaifirs de Vttxe^ 

£t ce qu'on a de plus certain, 

Four Tefpoir d'un tr^s-grand peut-ltre, 

Literally*-*— -Here lies the Bigot RolUn, who quitted the 
pleafures of exiftenc^ and certainty, for the hope of a great (or 
prodigious) Perhaps. T. 

K 4 pccially 
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pecially with the fair fex, of whom he complains. 
The work is in French, and fome (beets of it 
have even been read, which endeavours were 
made to fupprefs, I will e^rt myfelf to obtain 
a copy for your majefty. 

The day before yefterday, the fon of Baron 
von Schwertz was baptized to whom your majefty 
ftands fponfor. He is named Frederip-William- 
Maximilian-John-Nepomucene, TKus he is 
fure of the proteftion . of two faints ; though 
faint Frederic, if I do not miftake, will afford 
him more powerful aid than faint Nepomucene. 
, Great preparations are making h^re^ for the 
Coinage which the ftates of Sijefia ar^ to render 
your majefty. The throne is erefting in the 
knight's hall, which a year ago the Cardinal 
Qccupied. 

I have received the mottos which hay? be^i^ 
fent me by your majefty's orders. Such as my 
own leifure has produced, I have remitted to his 
excellency Baron von Podewils. It were to be 
wiflied that fome might be fent by all the le^rtied 
of the kingddm, ffom which the be{i might be 
felefted. 

I have the honour, &^c. 
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LETTER LXXXIL 

From M. Jordan. 

gIRE, Breflau, Oaober 18, 1741. 

1 HE titles which your majefty has been 
pleafed to honour me with have to me nothing 
attra<9:ive; to be infpeftor general of human in- 
firmities is revolting, both to the heart and un- 
derftanding ; and reafon teaches me to con- 
demn the others. I never had the vain wiQi to 
poffefs a pompous title. Let Jordan^ his ma^ 
jefiy's Servant^ but (land at the head of an epiftle, 
and I would not barter this revered title for all 
ihe mitre has to beftow. Titles are, to reafon* 
able people^ what trinkets are, to a woman of v 
iindierftanding ; they are even fo infignificant 
that they are not ornamental. A woman fuU 
dreffed, though ugly, will attraft momentary 
notice, if (he difcover tafte in her drefs ; but no 
titles, however founding, will induce reafonable 
people to caft a fingle glance toward the man 
who has no other merit. Belide, I am as little 
proper for the hofpitals as I am for the king- 
dom of love ; the one is the rendezvous of dif- 
cafe, and the other of defpair;: and I wi(h nei- 
ther to be lick nor in defpair. The fatirical 
2 cori>efpondent 
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correfpondent of your majefty, who fays I am in 
love, does me more honour than I deferve. I 
never was but once in love, and I am as much 
averfe to this paiSon, at prefent, as your ma- 
jefty is to bigotry. I will own, I have lately 
been in fome danger ; but my underftanding is 
now too ripe to be fo eafily duped. The puif* 
fant but filly god of love, who inhsU^its the ey.ep 
of Celimena, only took up his abode with me 
for a Aveek, and thi$ Wjas a week top much* I 
gave him nothing but Greek and lyatip to read, 
and proved, by the moft fubtile metaphyficaji 
arguments! he had no bufinefs with me. I an> 
hot ambitious of his favours. I (hould be more 
fo of thofe of the god of verfe, that I ipigfet 
reply to a poem of a hundred ajnd forty twQ 
lines, that bear the impreflion of a njaft^rljr 
hand ; a hand that hurls thundejr on its haughr 
ty foes ; a hand that is. to 6gn th^ promife4 
peace ! Were this god fav-ourable to me, I 
Ihould not at prefenjt be fo embarraffed as I a^ 
But to answer a poem fo l<pqg is to ipe too £cr 
vere a taik. My Pegafus i^ reftive, broken,- 
winded,. a©d wilJ founder ^t the vqry beginping 
of the race. I never mount him but I loolfi 
like Don Quixote, aftride on his Rofin^^nte, 

1 adnjire your majefty's pQliteijefs> when yo^ 
call me a deferter from pedantry. Would J 

were ! 
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were ! It is a rock on which men pf letters ge- 
nerally, arc wrecked; a malady of the mind, 
from which 1 do not believe myfelf exempt. 

Your defcription of the foldier's life, during 
liutumn, is charming ; nor can I help wonder- 
ing that, while fo deeply engaged, your verfes 
ftiould flow fo freely. When I read them, my 
Imagination takes fire ; like the imagination of 
Graun, at hearing the voice of Farinelli. At 
other times, my fancy is dry and cold ; my en- 
deavours to enliven it are all in vain ; winter 
pr fummer, it is ftill the fame ; capricious even 
in the extreme, and moft fo when nioft it is 
wanted ; fo that my will is obliged to aft with 
it as a wife man does with a termagent wife; he 
gfoans^ takes patience, and is filent *• 

It is pofitively afferted here that Neuperg is 
(departed for Moravia. God fend him a gooH 
journey I He has left the field open to your 
majefty : and with good reafon ; it is his istfe- 
feft to fuffer yon to take Neifs, fince any refifl- 
ance on his part muft coft him many men^, and 
his queen has not any to fpare. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

* The candour, modeily, and amenity of M. Jordan do 
his memory great honour ; few bad poets are equally con% 
frious of their wtakncfs. T. 

LET. 
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LETTER LXXXIII. 
From M. Jordan. 

SIRE, Brcflau, Odgbcr 2T, 174!. 

Pj^INCE Leopold it is faid is before 
Neifs^ and that the garnfon eannot long hold 
out, but that the place will foon furrender tQ 
your majefty*s arms^ 

Rumour pofitively affirms Neuperg has twice 
had the honour of an interview with your ma^ 
jefty, which occafions the approach of peace to 
be fufpcfted. 

It is lingular that letters have been received 
from Venice, which. fey your majefty is expcftr 
cd there this winter. This intelligence gives 
me pleafure, for it revives in me a hope, which 
1 had always entertained, of vifiting Italy, Ga- 
taneo I hear confirms the report. 

The citizens are preparing for illumination, 
and they feem to be very defirous of diftinguilhr 
ing themfelves, on the occafioh. 

An odd adventure has happened here, The 
bookfeller Korn, who is returned from Leipfic, 
intending to pay a vifit to M. Blockmann, wi^h 
whom the citizens are all delighted, inftead of 
going to his houfe, miftook a'hd went to that of 

M.Vockel, 
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M. Vockel, the Saxon counfellor, whom he fup- 
pofed to be the city diredor. Compliments 
having paffed, Vockel alked what news from 
Leipfic ; and Korn, who fnppofed himfelf con- 
verfing with M. Blockmann, repHed that people 
were very much diffatisfied in Saxony ; that no- 
body was paid ; and that the Lutherans were 
perfecuted ; with a thoufand other circumftances, 
of a like kind. M. Vockel could not compre- 
hend the reafon of fuch difcourfe ; nor did the 
farce end, till the bookfeller began to put quef- 
tions, relative to the funftions of the diredor, 
when he difcovered his miftake. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



LETTER LXXXIV, 

From the King. 

The general quarters of Neintz» 
Odlobcrij, 174U 

LiIGHTER than aether, when thy foul 
Shall burft the body's ftrong control. 
Then Jordan, changing ftate and name. 
Thine eflence thin, thy lambent flame, 
Transfus'd in tin>id turtle-dove, 
Shall gently coo of peace and love ! 
Shall feek its native fruits and flow'rs. 
And haunt its much-lov'd olive bgw'rs ! 

Or 
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Or fhould unpit3ring fearch of game 

Make thee the fportfman's fatal aim, 

Alackf then muft thy wandering fpirit 

Some lamb-'Iike tenement inherit ! 

On hills of thyme, thou'lt feed and fleep ;- 

Of fheep become the moft a iheep. 

I^ ftake my royal word of this. 

No mortal metempfychofis 

Can make thee mount with ea^le wingy 

Or reign of quadrupeds the king. 

Your wifties rife and your pen runs. You 
are for peace at all events ; and unfortunately 
peace you muft not have. But, in revenge, I 
promife you the campaign (hall foon be ended. 
Be with me on the 27th at the lat^ft. I want 
fome Converfation with you ; after which it will 
depend upon yourfelf whether you do or do not 
precede me to Berlin : 

Where the fine arts, united all, 
The times of ancient Greece recaQ ; 
Where lofty towers can well protcft 
That life which you fo much refpe^ ; 
•Where lie your love, your heart, and mind, 
For thefe you always leave behind ; 
Where all your written wifdom lies ; 
Where — — Pfliaw! your earthly paradife ! 

Thither you may return as foon as you pleafe, 
provided you will promife to love me ever, and 
to remain certified of reciprocal afFeftion. 
Adieu. 

2 LET- 
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LETTER LXXXV. 
Frcm M. Jordan. 

S I R^, Berlin, January 27, 1742. 

People are much divided in their opi- 
nion, concerning your return. Some affirm it 
will be on the 12th of March, others on the 
15 th, and others again on the 25th. Nay, 
there are Pagers laid that it will not be before 
• the mbnth of November. Thofe who endea- 
vour to difcover the reafon of every eveiic 
: fay that, if your majefty come to Berlin, it 
will be an indubitable proof of approach- 
ing peace, for which all Europe languifties; 
efpecially becaufe it is affirmed the grenadiers 
have joined their refpedive regiments, and that 
your majefty^s 'fine troops are returning into 
winter quarters, for repofe. 

Ai> oppofite party pretends this is all falfe, 

. and that the war will again begin in the fpring. 

While fome, who keep a middle path, affirm it 

is indubitably true that a fufpenfion of arms is 

on the tapis. 

France is faid to be embarraffed, and rumour 
afferts that her troops perilh in Germany ; that 
Marlhal Belle-Ifle wilf pafs through Berlin, on 

his 
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his return to Paris ; that your majcfty has (cnt 
an adjutant to Drefden, whofe bufinefs is entire* 
ly a fecret of the utmoft confequence, for that 
he cannot have brought news of the furrender 
of any fortrefs ; and that the cardinal has faid 
be has feen the a&ions of all the princes of liu- 
rope in his magic mirror, except thofe of the 
king of Pniffia, which he could not difcover. 

I am exceedingly mortified that I am come to 
the end of the chapter of nimoun 

Pefne has finifhed the pidhire of your ma- 
jefty, which is one of the fineft that can be ima- 
gined. If he might be permitted, he would 
have maffes faid, that the rage of gaming might 
fcizc the inhabitants of Silefia and Pruflia. 
I have the honour ta be, &c. 



LETTER LXXXVI. 

From the King^ 

Olmitz, February 2, i74ar- 

1 HOtJ makeft war on me, unfeeling 
Jordan, for not enjoining thee, in the mod po- 
fitive manner to write to me. Haft thou not 
wit enough to comprehend that, though I (hould 
forbid the foolifh and impo/tunate to write, my 

dear 
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dear Jordan would not be included in the pi*©- 
hibition ? Canft thou doubt of the pleafure I 
take in reading thy letters, or of the fatisfaftion 
I feel^ in my exile, at receiving letters from my 
country ? And, though none even of thefe rea- 
fons fliould' ftrike thee, know that two words 
from the hand of my friend would be more pre- 
cious to me than all the fubtleties which brains 
flupidly prolific, and people deftitute of friend- 
Ihip and genius, produce. RecoUeft that I take 
pleafure even in thy black ftrokes, and that I 
highly vaunt of the fliort correfpondence which 
thy levees and thy library will allow. 

With refpeft to news of ^ myfelf, lean fend 
thee none ; except that the daemon, which leads 
me into Moravia, will bring me back to Berlin. 

I am a lunatic, dear friend, thus to quit re- 
pofe for the frivolous glory of uncertain fuccefs. 
But the phrenzies of this world are fufficiently 
ntimerous ; and I fuppofe mine to be one of the 
mod ancient. 

Take my advice, let thy ideas he fle/h-cokur- 
^i *, not gloomy ; let thy tints be all vivid, 
during my abfence, and cheer thyfelf with the 

* From the fecond paragraph in letter one hundred 
there feems to he fome allufion here, the fenfe of which per- 
haps is not eafily difcovcred; and likewife, that paflkgeshaTc 
been omitted. X*» « ^ 

VOL. IX. L . touches 
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touches of Watteau, in preference to thofc trf 
Rembrandt. 

Adieu. Do not, I entreat thee, afk poetry 
from a man who can think of nothing but hay 
and chopt ftraw. Pity me, but ceafe not to love 
thy faithful friend. 



LETTER LXXXVII. 
From the King. 

Grofcbitifch, February li» 174** 

]l ROM gloomy feat of gloomy faint, 

From land of fimple fwainsy 
From fuperftitioB^s holy groved. 

And ftrange prieft-ridden plains ; 

From haunted hill, from wizard, imp, 

Nightmare, and goblin-nation ; 
Where rellcks, liars, friars, fiends 

And fears have ta'en their ilation ; 

From thofe unenvied drear abodes, 

I fpeak it to my fhame, 
Impell'd by Folly, where I flew. 

To feek the bubble Fame i 

In (hort, from the moft diabolical fpot In all 

Moravia, in all Europe, amidft roads the moft 

deteftable and fatigues the moft jnfupportable, 

I having 
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kaving a moment to myfelf, I write to convince 
you that, ftotwithfiandiiig all my labours, I do 
tiot forget the moft laconic of the fcribbling 
fraternity. Inform Maupertuis that my journey 
into Moravia will, to him, be preparatory of a 
journey to Berlin; which will prove the axiom 
^i Wolf, that things and incidents in this world 
are all conneded with each other. This is a 
truth, in the prefcnt inftance ; but I know not 
that it is a truth which will be eafily divined. 
In a word, pe^ce will reftorc the arts and fci- 
cnccs to Pruffia* Tell Maupertuis I Ihall till 
then refervc acknowledging my gratitude for 
the paft. 

Write me letters fix (lieets long; prattle away) 
infert every thing that enters your head. 

Farewel, moft amiable, moft pettifh, moft 
fantaftical, of mortals ! Think occafionally of 
the philofophic wayyior, who fighs for Rheinf- 
berg and his friends* 
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LETTER LXXXVIII. 

From the King* 

MY DEAR JORDAN, Znaim,, Feb, «5, 1 742. 

To judge by your letters you are the bu- 
fieft man in the world' You filch news, yet 
feem a mifer of your time. Perhaps you arc 
employed in reducing a volume in folio to one 
in duodecimo, for I believe too well of you to 
fuppofe you the author of a large book. 

According to this rule, were you to judge by 
my loquacity, you would imagine that I am un- 
employed here, and that my only paftrme is 
your favourite amufement *. But, between 
ourfelves, a very ferious blow is meditated 
againft the houfe of Auftria ; and, according to 
appearances, it is poffible that a few weeks will 
be infinitely decifive to the affairs of Europe. 
My huffars approach within four miles of Vien- 
na. Lobkowitz flies, and Khcvenhuller wan- 
ders. In fine, the enemy is totally confufed. 

Tell K * * * that to fatisfy him I (ball make 
fome addition to his penfion, after which I hope 
lie will fuffer me to be at peace. 

* " Kotre eontenance favorite*^ — The phrafc is obfcure. T.- 

Farewel. 
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Farcwcl. Remember I love long letters as 
much as I hate large books. Do not forget 
me* Inform Kayferling he is ungrateful, indo- 
lent, and perfidious, to forget the abfent ; but 
he is not the firft whofe brain has been turned 
byloVe. Adieu. 



LETTER LXXXIX. 

From the King. 

DEAR JORDAN, Znaim, Feb. a8, i^^. 

1 HESE gentlemen hufTars have very 
pleafantly, or rather vilely, filched from me let- 
ters, among which there was one for you. Wc 
(hall fee whether the enemy will profit by the 
capture. Of this I doubt, for as far as I recoi- 
led it was a wretched coUedion. You will 
gain the time which you would have loft in 
reading, and the public may perhaps have the 
advantage to poffefs Tindal Jordanien fome 
weeks fooner, and I the mortification to be de- 
prived of your letters an additional pofl. Such 
arc the confequences of a letter loft. 

I live here at Znaim from day to day ; fome* 
times very bufy, and at others very indolent. 
When I have Icifure, however, I profit by it, 

L3 «w4 
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and read, write, and think much. This you 
will fay is to make the bell ufe of oar machine. 
True ; but we had better make ufe of our fto* 
mach ; efpecially fince digeftion is fometimes 
a thing of uncertainty. For a like reafon, wc 
ought to employ our powers during this (hort 
life ; otberwife they will be wafted, without ad- 
vantage to ourfelves, or the world. 

The roofs of the houfes here are all flat, in 
the Italian fafhion ; the ftreets are dirty, the 
hills barren, the vineyards numerous, the men 
foollfli, the women ugly, and afles plentiful: 
and this is an epigrammatic pidturc of Mo- 
ravia. 

I have this moment received your letter, in 
profe and verfe, for which I thank you. But 
it is too (hort ; you ought to know that I make 
J^• great diftinftion between long works and plea* 
fant epiftles. Turn all Betlin into rhyme ; p6 
matter how trifling the fubjeft, for my cliriofity 
is infatiabl^ ; efpecially in what relates to politi- 
cal conjeftures, which generally are very dif-» 
toned. 

The news I continually hear of the enemy- 
leads nie to imagine we (hall foom come to ac-* 
tion- Should it be fo, may the fortune of Pruf- 
fia favour me for a few hours, or rather for b, 
whole day ; U^^t the affejr ma^ xhcre tcnninate 

;, > , ' with 
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with as much glory as it has been begun ! In the 
mean time, fear nothing. Get rid of your dif- 
cafe, and do not forget your abfent friend«. 
who love you much. Farewel. 



LETTER XC. 

From M. Jordan. 

'SIRE, Berlini Feb. 29, I742« 

rlOW vain am I to fee your majefty 
write and fend verfee to me, at a time when oc- 
cupied by affairs fo difficult, and fo important ! 

Your majefty certainly is in an unknown 
country, when you are in that celeftial court 
which, by my troth, is unworthy of your com- 
pany *; Fame, it muft be owned, is leading 
your majefty through difagreeable roads ; but I 
have remarked that fo are all roads which lead to 
her temple. I dread left your majefty's health 
Ihould fuffer, and think I can logically demon- 
ftrate my fears to be juft. 

The Dutch have purchafed the Luxemburg 
for fifteen millions, with which purchafe the po-. 

* M. Jordan he-c refers to the poetical defcription of 
Mfiraviay given b^ the king in letter LXXXVII. T. 

L 4 liticians 



15* POSTHUMOUS WOltKS. 

liticiahs of Berlin arc delighted ; they think it 
a fubtle artifice, worthy of admiration. The 
partifanjs of France condemn the aft, and fup- 
pofe M. Fenelon already bufy at the Hague, in 
reftoring things to their former ftate. 

The Dutch gazette, it is faid, affirms the 
emperor will immediately go to Cologne, to 
adore the three kings, whofe names are cer- 
tainly known to your majefty ; for thefe are 
fads which you are not apt to forget. 

Your majefty commands me to babble, and 
I obey. May the god of dulnefs proteft you 
from the attack ! In England, the noife of fuch 
triflers is drowned by the continual ringing of 
bells. Heaven fend my loquacity may amufe 
you ! Though 1 ftiould rather pray it might fet 
your majefty xo fleep, for that would be for the 
good of your health, and I fhould then be of 
great ufe. 

I am aftoniflied to find that, occupied as you 
are by the affairs of Pruflia and the empire, you 
(hould take any pleafure in reading the hon- 
fenfe I write. But who can write, or laugh, or 
joke, when fighing for what cannot be obtain- 
ed ? Befide I have loft my health, and am con- 
demned to take three bottles of diet drink per 
day. Is it poffible to be witty, and poetical, 
under fuch circumflances ? I am unacquainted 

with 
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with the road to renown ; nay, from fyftematic 
cowardice, I avoid it ; but I know the path that 
leads to health is a very difagreeahje one : I 
wifti Efculapius and his whole ftock in trade at 
the devil ; for, if Heaven do not aid me, I (hall 
die under the cure. 

I have the honour to bc^ &c. 



LETTER XCI. 

From the King. 

DEAR JORDAN, Znaim, March S, 1 742* 

AVeRE I to relate all that paffes here, I 
fiiould not want employment ; for we are as 
bufy as we can be. I can fay nothing of the 
future, which is very uncertain. I can only tell 
thee that we have our work before us, and that 
the building we have begun is not yet finiflied. 

The pride of the Auftrians feems to me the 
harbinger of their ruin. This ruin will coll us 
dear, but will neverthelefs follow. I imagine 
Berlin is at prefent the abode of dulnefs and wo- 
men ; and that a man might well return thanks 
to Providence, for having fent him any where 
elfe. 

I live like a philofopher, labour continually, 

amufe 
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amufc myrelf when I can, and take care to keep 
theerfal and in good fpirits. I wilh thee the 
fame with ail my heart, and pray God to takt 
thee, Jordan, into his holy keeping. 



LETTER XCII. 

From the King. 
MY DEAR. JORDAN, Pohrlitz, March 1 1, 1742. 

V/hAT (hall I write to thee from this 
place ? Nothing new ; except that we are on 
the march to the blockade of Brunn ; that we 
have taken three hundred prifoners at Goeding ; 
that we (hall take more, and that the war will 
be hotter than ever. Judge, therefore, whe- 
ther I am likely to return to Berlin ; or whether 
the fwects of peace are near ! I imagine this 
year will afford greater events than the preced- 
ing. The perplexity of affairs increafes ; nor 
is it in human prudence, at the prefent crifis, to 
predia the future. Time will draw the curtain, 
and difcover what is to come : new fcenes will 
then be difclofed, 

A comet has been fecn at Vienna, and every 
body there fays it is a prefage of good fortune. 
For my part, I think thp contrary, and imagine 

wc 
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vc (hoiild rather draw terrcftrial than ccleftial 
tiorofcopes. Good mcafures, timely taken, wift 
deliberation, and prompt and juft refolyes, ailB 
befter guides, by which to judge of the fuccefe 
•of eriterprifcs. 

Adieu, dear Jordan ! I imagine thou art weary 
of my prattling ; but not, I (hould hope, of the 
friendlhip and efteem I have for thee, VaU. 



LETTER XCm. 
From M. Jordan. 

8 I R £, Berlin, March xS, 1742*^ 

1 HI S Mr. Comet has at length fhewn us 
a trick of his trade ; he has occafioned the death 
of cardinal de Fleuri, who is gone on a vifit to the 
other world. The fame fervice was performed, 
by a comrade of the comet, at the death of car- 
dinal Mazarin. This important intelligenc« 
affords infinite amufement to political newf- 
mongers, and ample fubjedl of reflection. They 
^re inipatient to know who will be his fucceflbr, 
land whether the helm will be confided to cardi- 
nal Tencin, who, if ever there were a cunning 
fox, is one ; the creature of the Jefuits, a fociety 
that, unfortunately for mankind, has great in- 
fluence over the affairs of this World. 
^ It 
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It is imagined the eardinars death wUl change 
the prefent fyftem of Europe, and that Chauve- 
lin * may perhaps remount his mule. This un- 
forefeen accident is attributed to the various 
changes which have lately happened. Some 
affirm he was greatly afFefted by the fall of 
Walpole; and the conduft of Sardinia, together 
with the third augmentation of HoUandi have 
been the darts with which death completed his 
great work. In fine, the world is eager to fee 
whether peace will be accelerated by this event, 
or war continued. 

Mr. Finck, the Englifh envoy, arrived hei-e 
Cwo days ago ; and, as I hear, intends to de« 
part on Tuefday next. 

Report fays we have no battle to fear, and I 
recover breath at the intelligence. It is added 
that your majefty has formed a chain, to prevent 
ill furprife ; and that, when this is completed, 
'we (hall have the confolation to fee you. This 
hearfay hope has given me health. I have been 
able to leave my chamber, fome days fince, 
and vifit colonel Gannenberg, who is relapfed. 

We are told, the Auftrian troops have march- 
ed to meet the French, and prevent their junc* 
tion with your majefty. 

* Chauvelin had been in the miniftiy, and was bani/hed by 
the cardinal, for having attempted to fupplant him. T. 

Baron 



ftaron von PoUnitzhas been here fome time. 
He throws himfelf at your majefty's feet, and 
knows not whether he may venture to intrude 
Upon your time, by writing to you. 

Pefne is recovered, and has employed his re- 
turning powers to finilh the pifture of cuckold- 
om, which, according to the opinion of con- 
noiffeurs, is a mafter-piece. 

I am at the end of my chapter. Letters 
from Paris tell us Voltaire is there, and that he 
will remain there three months ; they add that 
his Mahomet may perhaps appear; and that 
the rofe-coloured canopy * of Crebillon, the 
fon,* has not had all the fuccefs that was hoped. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 



LETTER XCIV. 
From the King. 

The Quarters at Sclowitz, 
MOST DEAR JORDAN. ^^^ ,^^ ,^^,.. 

1 HE difference, between the leifure of 
Berlin and the bufinefs of Sclowitz, is that men 
write poetry, at one place, and take prifoners a; 
the other. I proteft I have been fo tormented, 

* « Z/ canapi c^ukur dc rtfc.*^ The title of a boot T. 

and 
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and occafionally difturbed> that to diink with 
Uiat freedom which is the mother of imagiot:* 
tion, and conrequcntly of poetry, has fcarcel/ 
been poflSble. 

The enemy, four thoufand ftroiig, has attack- 
ed a village, in which Truchfefs and Varennc 
commanded ^ith four hundred men ; and, nol 
being able to. daunt thefe brave fellows, they fel 
fire to the place. Still our troops did not lofe 
their courage, but killed near two bundled n^en, 
and fome hundreds of the horfes of the foc# 
Truchfefs, Varenne, and fome officers, have 
been flightly wounded i but their wounds arc 
very unequal to the glory they have acquired. 
Never did the Spartans furpafs my Pruffians ; 
which gives me fo much confidence in them 
that I think myfelf tenfold more puifTant than 
1 was. We have taken above fix hundred 
Hungarians ; and our brave foldiers, who only 
know to conquer or die, leave me nothing to 
fear for my renown. 

Give that pifture to Knobelfdorf, as a token 
of my remembrance* Inform me what you 
think of the marquis d'^Argens ; whether his le- 
vity and reftlefsnefs be truly French ; whether 
he have the art of pleafing ; in a word, whether 
he be approTed by Jordan. Should you one 

day 
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day fee me again, you muft expeft airiiiunda^ 
tion of words. 

The honour of turniftg the wheel of Fortune, 
for all Europe, is truly a very fevere taik. In- 
dependence, leifure, and oblivion, though lefi 
fplendid, are in my opinion more happy, and 
the true portion of the fage, in this world. 
How often do I think of Remulberg, and that 
Voluntary application which rendered 'me fami- 
liar with the arts and fciences ! But, after all, 
each condition has its pains and penalties. At 
that time, I had my petty pleafures and my 
petty griefs. Mine was a frefh water voyage ; 
at prefent I am on the open fea ; one wave lifts 
me to the clouds, another dafhes me down to 
the bottomlefs abyfs, and by a third again I am 
propelled nearer than ever to the regions of 
blifs. Motion fo violent but ill accords with 
the philofophic foul ; for, fay what we will, to 
be indiflferent to good or ill fortune, and to ba- 
nifli fenlibility from the hjiman heart, may 
much eafier be talked of than put in praftice. 
In vain would we appear unmoved in profpe- 
rity and adverfity ; the countenance may difguife 
the feelings, but the interior man, the workings 
of the heart, will not be the lefs afFefted. All 
I wifli for myfelf is that fuccefs may not corrupt 
humanity, and the virtues which I have ever 

profefTod 
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profeffed to love. I hope and flatter myfelf my 
friends will always find me what I have been ; 
fometimes more bufy, full of cares, and difturb- 
cd, but continually ready to ferve them ; and 
particularly to prove to you that I love and 
cftcem you with all my heart. Adieu. 



LETTER XCV. 
From the King. 

ScIowitZy March 19, 1742. 

1 HAVE received your fecond letter, in 
verfe and on politics. It is charming. Nobody 
but yourfelf could have faid fo many pretty 
things on * * *. But no wonder ; for you are 
fo perfeft a matter of that fubjeft that it is evi- 
dent you fpeak feelingly. 

On hoiife-topsy and taking their telefcopet out. 
At Vienna the courtiers are all on the fcout ; 
In planets confulting their hopes and their fears— 
When lo, fir! Ah woe, fir ! A comet appears ! 
The women come peeping — ** Oh Jefu ! Good lack I 
** 'Tis flaming and hairy I vow in its track I" 
The ^een * in a panic begins to bewail ! 
** I'm ruin'd ! I'd plac'd all my hopes in its tail !** 

* The French text reads L * * *fc There can be little 
doubt but that La Reine are the words, which have been 
•snitted. T. 

Politicians 



C'6 RRESPONDBNeS. l6l 

Politicians thcnxre conclude that the downfal 
>6Fthe houfe of Auftria approaches, and that the 
ind. is come. ^ 

We (hall certainly have ia battle; it may even 
happen on the anniverfary of Molwitz. I da 
not fay this to terrify you, but bccaufe it is true, 
and ' cannot fail. My hopes are higher than 
ever, and I think myfelf as certain of fuccefs as 
mortal can be of mortal event. 

Purchafe and fend me Boileaa^s works, and 
Cicero's Letters, froin the third volume to the 
conclufion. Let it pleafe you to add the Tuf- 
culan Difputatiohs, tht Philippics, and Caefar's 
Commentaries. 

Farewel, Jorclan. I moft cordially embrace 
you, praying God to take you into his holy 
keeping. My compliments to my friends. 



LETTER XCVI. ' 1 

«I'r£, Vudatcd. 

r HAVE great news for your majefty! 
Marvellous news! News not of terreftrial origin, 
nor of the ads of men ! News that comes from 
the firft hand, and which excites the attention 

VOL IX. M ^ 
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of aU who delight in noveltv ! , A huge comet, 
with a long tail, has appeared in the heavens, 
for thefe three days, and has already made three 
or four people, who have been defirous to trace 
its proud p^th, catch cold ! Opinions, (concern- 
ing its effedts, and forebodings, are various. 
Some believe it to be of ill omen^ and that it 
can only come to fpread the flames of war 
over all Europe. Others, on the contrary^ 
have the politenefs to Tuppofe it beneficent. 
The only thing I fear is left, with a ftroke of 
its tail, it (hould derange the whole order o£ 
our poor earth. 

A paltry newfpaper is publiflied, ih Holland, 
under tl;ie title ofthe Cyclope errant *, from which 
I have cxtraAed the two following paffages. It 
is neceffary to remark that the author always 
(peaks in allegory. 

*^ There is one for the king of Pruffia, the 
<* heroic : virtue of whom we have depifted. 
^» We have taken it from a ftatue in the Farne- 
^ Can palace, reprefenting Hercules, with a 
*^ lion's hide, refting on his club. He holds 
'* three apples in His hand, plucked in the gar- 
*^ den of the Hefperides, which are emblems of 
*' three kinds of virtue : Moderation in anger, 

* The wandering Cyclops* 

f\ temj^erance. 
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*^ temperance^ and a generous ctmtempt of the plea* 
"fures of the world. 

*^ I have juft received orders for a coat of^ 
^* mail proper for academicians, who intend to 
^^ follow Bellona, The reafon of this order being 
^^ fent me is that one of the firft of the acade- 
*/ my of Berlin, having been curious, and ap- 
'* proached the lady too thoughtlefsly, his horfe 
** not bearing the ufual load which a Bucepha* 
*^ lus is wont to carry, galloped away with him 
^^ to the enemy ; to the great difquiet of men of 
*^ letters, who highly rejoice that he is once 
^^ more found. I have fent him a telefcope, 
*^ that he may view objefts at a diftance and no 
*^ more run the fame riik */' 

Poor Pefne is very ill, and ha? kept his bed 
thefe four days. 

The duchefs of Wurtemberg is fo pleafcd 
with your majefty's favours that (he would ca- 
nonife you, were women permitted to interfere 
in heavenljf affairs. You will be her faint, as 
-you are the: faint of many others. We-^are very 
good friends with the marqviis d'Argens. 
There is a young man in her fuite named De(-^ 
pars, who has as much wit as ca'h well be ima- . 
giued. I have feldom met with perfons who 

* Maupertuis is the academician bcre ridiculed. T^ 

M 2 cxprefs 
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exprefs themfclvcs fo ingenioufly, in convcrfa- 

tion, 

A new philofophcr has made his appearance, 
in the horizon of Berlin. I mean young Vatel/ 
who has fo well defended the philofophy of 
Leibnitz. 

I have the honour to be, &c* 



LETTER XCVII. 
From the King. 

Undated. 

I EXPECTED every moment tor have 
heard that the cold in thy eyes, which has haunt- 
ed thee fo long, would have deprived thee cf 
fight, and had prepared fome very fine verfes 
for the occafion, whi<!h I have been highly mor- 
tified not to have an opportunity to fend. How- 
have I wiftied thou fhouldeft become blind, for 
thou wouldeft not then have had any pretence 
for abfenting thyfclf, and my rival, thy library, 
would have become as ufelefs to thee as Venus 
would be to impotence. 

Thou makeft me tremble for our good Eu- 
rope, with thy comet and thy prophecies. I 
would rather the prophet and his phenomenon 

were 
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were at the devil, than fee our charming little 
globe fwallowed up by a voracious and thievifli 
meteor. Hark thee, learned and fublime Jor- 
dan, I give thee notice that if,, hereafter, thou 
(houldeft prognofticate misfortunes, and fatali- 
ties, and pfpecially public calamities, thy name 
(hall be erafed from the lift of great men, thy 
wandering foul fliall be eyelefs in the next 
world, thy ftatues fliall be buried in the duft, 
and thy memory effaced from my heart. 



LETTER XCVIII. 
From the King. 

Sclowltz, March 23, 1742* 

I HAVE continually th? fanje things to 
repeat ip praife of your letters. 

Familiar or fublime you writ^ 
With cafy wit, in art's defpitc j , 
Your flowing didlion i^ever nods. 
But feems the language of the god«« 

I have feen what you fo learnedly prediAed, 

concerning the comet which l»s lately appeiar- 

ied. It has given Maupertuis an inflammatory 

fever, becsiufe he forgot to announce its ap 

Mj proach 
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proach according to rule^ and it has had the ef^ 
frontcry to make its public entry without aflxo* 
nomical certificate^ or paflport. 

All read their comments as they pleafc : ' 

Hence, fomc prognofticate a peace ; 

While others dread that England's court 

Is aU puiifanty in fupport. 

Por me, I Heaven hold too fage 

To vex itfelfy with mortal rage. 

We lead very induftrious, philofophic lives, 
at Sclowitz. I cxpeft Cicero with impatience; 
his writings would, under my prefent circum** 
ft^nces, be a very feafonable relief. 

Our holy empire, good old dame, 

To new made emperor fwears her claim 

Is much the riper : 
Butj whether Danube or the Seine 
Bear up his long and lordly train. 

She'll pay the piper. 

This appears to be the more probable, as we 
piay rcafonably expeft to fee the queen of 
Hungary ruined, by the empire. 

Thus hungry hounds the hunted boar aflail ; 
And thus, at lengthy his ftrength and courage fail. 

I know not what vcrtigo.»has feized on PoU- 
nitz, that he (hould go 'to Frankfort without my 

permiflion. 
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pcrmiffion. My gentleman has wit indeed, but 
not a grain of common fenfe. 

WTiat !^ Fifty ! Yet as beetle blind ! 
Dcform'd in body as in mind! 
A cynic ever, never fage ! 
When will the blockhead be of age ? 

Cardinal dc Fleury is not, as you fuppofed, 
dead ; he is full of health and fpirits* Recol- 
ic6t, therefore, fome other jirophetic phcnome^ 
non, which might have been typifi^. 

Your courier cometi 

^eav*n fhield us from it, ' 

)B|ing8 goods ne^HTS-f-or brings bad ; . 

Thus here, and there. 

And every wher«. 
Men all are running mad. 

FareweU My compliments to all friends, 
male ai?d fen^ale. Think of the abfent, and 
flcep in peace, in fpite of the perils we encoun- 
ter, Continue to love me, and be affurcd of 
Tny bcft friendftiip. 



M4 LET- 



l68 roSTHUMOUS works>^ 

LETTER 3^C;X.. 
From the King. 

M¥ DEAR JOBDANy Scloiieltz, Mfirch 2&, 1742.^ 

(jrO to madam de * * * and tell her that, 
haying informed her what my will was concern- 
ing h^er fon, of whom ftie has difpofed contrary 
to my inxention, if (he do not caufe.him_ imme- 
diately to return, I will take revenge of her like, 
an irritated mafter, who puniihes a bad citizen, 
afting contrary to the good of the country. 
Announce my vengeance, and let her know 
I have more means than Qie fuppofes of obtain- 
ing fatisfadtion for her infidelity, and- treachery ; 
that (he has difcovered the fecret of quarrelling 
with every body ; and that I am at length ob- 
liged to own her opponents have reafon on 
their fide ; but that there are houfes of correc- 
tion for wicked women, as there are places in^ 
which bad citizens are fequefliered. 

Adieu. Be perfuaded I love thee with all 
my heart. 
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LETTER C, 

From M. Jordatf. 

j^ I R £, Berliii, March 3I1 1742. 

1 AM exceedingly obliged to your majefty 
for your kindnefs, at being fatisfied with my let- 
ters ; efpecially that which your majefty calls the 
fecond. Although I regularly write twice a 
week, I cannot fend an epiftle without enclofing 
fome of my vile verfes ; and you are pleafed 
to praife, either my verfes or my folly. 

If I have faid any thing pleafant on the 
f * *, it has been faid with the defire to pleafe 
your majefty. 1 ftiould find it difficult to talk 
fenfe, and flill more to have flejh^colpured ideas, 
were I to underftand what I have faid in your 
majefty 's fenfe. You haye the art of adorning 
faAs by fidlion. To tell a lover he muft no . 
longer doat on his. miftrefs would, but incite 
^efpair ;^ but to fhew him the n;ipth burning its 
wings is the way to gain his attention. We 
gild the pill that the fick may fwallow it with 
the lefs difguft. 

Your majcfty's verfes on the comet of Vienna 
grc charming, and the point is highly pleafant* 

I do 
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I do not wonder at the alarm of a bigottcd 
woman, beholding a comet without a taiU 

The fall of the houfe of Auftria is not here 
fuppofed to be fo certain as it is in France. The 
rcafons allegea are that (he has powerful friends, 
who fupport by fupplying her with, money. 
The expiring torch fay they flames' out with 
greater fiercenefs, and with its laft fpark excites 
dreadful conflagrations. 

Your majefty feeqis to believe me und^r the 
care of the phyficians, to rid myfelf of a certain 
malady ; but I fwear by the God Jupiter, and 
my good friend Mercury, that this is a difeafc 
with which my poor nature never was infeded* 
I have the honqur to be, &c. 
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From the King. 

Sclowitz, April 2, 1742 

Jl ROM your arm-chair, the Mufes throne, 
Where man and nature are your own» 
In which with vagrant eafe you rove . 
From pole to pole, yet never movej 
From that arm-chair — ^firft having penn'd— 
When you poetic packet fend. 

The 
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The gift I take ; In verfe and profc fee 
Myfelf the Monarch of Potofb 

The courier loiters, whets his whiftle j 
1 wait, pet, fret, get no epiftle. 
In vain I wi(h that you had wings ! 
We are but mortals, though we're kings S 
In w-'in I wifh, from your full font. 
Supplies of all the wit I want. . 7 
Grown weary, then. In grievous plight. 
Sad elegies I would indite ; 
And fkrait to lonely haunts I rove, 
To rocky wafte, or gloomy grove ; 
And call on Echo to repeat 
My verfes— when I*ve fcann'd the feet. 
But oh ! Increafe of black defpair ! 
Nor thee nor Echo find I there. 
For Echo, though perchance I hear her, : 
Is gone, if I (hould come too near her. 
And don*t your heart, while as you read. 
Ah ! Don't it, Jordan, don't.it bleed > 

Once more the Comet : Yes ! They fay,- * 
It but prognofticates the day 
Of peace, rencounter, joy, and pleafure 5 
When I and Jordan, out of meafure, * 
Prattling as fafl as we are able. 
Shall beat your famous men of Babel : 
Nay, lips unlock'd and tongue fans clog. 
Out-gabble Jewifh fynagogue ! 

In njyrtle bowers (halt thou be found, 
Anacreon's fon, with rofes crown *d j 
And lips diftilling Hybla fweets ; 
Qr, in Corinthian cool retreats, 

From 
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From grape unprefsM, rich ne6br quaffing^ 
With demi-gods caroufing) laughing ! 
The loftieft verfc from thee (hall flow 
Apollo's felf did e'er beftow I 

Not but that fome few gallons of water (ball 
firft flow through Moravia ; though the arrival 
of this delightful day is not the lefs defired by 
me, nor wilt it be the* lefs rapturoufly felt. 

We are on the eve of gre^t events ; thefe it 
is impoflible to forctel, but we (hall certainly 
fbon hear news of that remarkable kind which 
will change or perpetuate the face of Europe. 
Think a little on the poor Sifyphiis, labouring 
at his uphill work, and be aiTured that neither 
fortune nor misfortune, ficknefs nor health, 
principality nor kingdom, (hall ever alter my 
friend(hip for thee. 



LETTER. CIL 
From M* Jordan. 

Sire, Berlin, April 3, 1742^ 

1 AM proud of the approbation your 
majefty beftows on mjr letters; this encourages 
me. You praife my profaic rhymes, but you 

(hould 
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fiiould rather pity the author, who verfifies in 
poetry's defpite. His fait is infipid, and his 
tafte, from his love of antiquity, fomething 
gothic. 

To return to the comet : I muft own to your 
majefty I am very little fatisfied with its conduft^ 
It has fcarcely deigned to appear ; yet it is faid 
to be a comet of abilities, and that it might (hew 
itfelf with propriety, and would be admired by 
being feen. I can fay nothing to it, though J 
have done every thing in my power to pay it my 
refpcfts. I have been told it has taken its 
ftation near the polar ftar, whence it contem- 
plates you combatting. I am unfortunate, for 
»my fight is weak, and like my underftanding 
often confufed. Hearing, feeling, and taflc, 
are all the fenfcs I have left ; and if thefe will 
but remain I Ihall be fatisfied, for I have learnt 
to be contented. Give me but the flavour of the 
fparkling wine, let me but feel the fmooth velvet 
of the cheek, and hear the recital of your glori- 
ous deeds, and I ftiall be Kappy ! What need I 
more ? Too much penetration is often a mif- 
fortune ; the conjeftures of politicians refembk 
the conjciStures of a juggler's audience. 
. It is your majefty's will that Heaven fliould 
not interfere with the affairs of men; but, 
though pure reafon would tell us Heaven has no 

concern 
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concern with human events, yet many of thcni 
arc fo inexplicable that I am obliged to believe 
the contrary. 

Your majcfty will with this receive the 
Tufculan Difputations, the Philippics, and 
Csefar's Commentaries. As I could not pur- 
chafe a copy of the Commentaries at Berlin, 
madame de Montbail has given me one for 
' your majefty. The other things will be ready 
at the end of the week. 

The gazettes fpeak of nothing but the mif- . 
fortunes of the empire, by which I am greatly 
afFefted. He who could eledt an emperor may 
deliver it from thefe affliftions. Nor could this 
monarch enjoy a greater advantage than that of 
being the friend of 'your mAjefty. Oh that he 
might be permitted tranquilly to profit by your 
labours ! 

While the comet (hall continue in our hemi- 
fphere it will enjoy all prophetical rights. Nor 
can the end of its mifljon be interpreted, till it 
fhall difappear. Should it be aflced what ex- 
traordinary things it has occafioned, it may be 
anfwered — an emperor deftitute of money and 
land ; a king who in one year could conquer 
a vaft and puiflant country, without alking 
his people for a penny ; and Jordan catching 
4 * ♦* 
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♦ * * -j.. are no common occurrences ; nor could 
they have happened without a comet's aid. 

Your majefty has charged me with a com- 
miflion to K * * *, which I have executed. 
The worthy man is of nothing more defirous 
than to ferve your majefty. He does not wifli, 
at his "age, to remain in indolence, while his 
friends are at the army. He regards his fitu- 
ation as difgraceful, and further protefts that it 
is not poffibk to live af Berlin with his income^ 
where in reality every thing is very dear. 

Your majefty has returned the requeft of the 
young philofophcr, Vatel, without letting me 
underftand your commands, or what anfwer I 
am to give. 

You have ordered me, fire, to prefent your 
com]pliments to your friends ; but this is an or- 
der which it is impoflible I (hould execute ; the 
number is too great, I could only perform it to 
the chofen few. May God preferve your ma- 
jefty ! This is my continual prayer. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

'4 Sec the concluding paragraph of M. Jordan's lafl letter* T. 
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• L E T t E R Clir. 
Ptom tbt King. 

^clowitZy April 3, 174^ 

I HAVE no reafon for once to complam 
that you do not talk enough, but that you talk 
too much of the world at large, and too little of 
Berlin. I wi(h you to relate whatever paffes at 
home, bccaufe that highly engages my curi6fity. 
The news from this place is that the Auftrians 
are letting their own country in flames ; a day 
does not pafs in which th«y do not burn two or 
three villages* 

The Pallionsy raging with deftru6tive brand, 
Againil Moravia arm their impious haiid*. 
Like Troy behold her wretched towns expire 1 
. Viftims of Vulcan's hate, and Vulcan'g fire ! 

You reafon very jocularly, and very much at 
your eafe, concerning faAie ; yet are mod affi- 
duoufly laying in a fufficicnt ftocfc of this ma- 
terial, for your own ufe, at the very time you 
require others to fit with their arms folded in. 
indolence. 

But your example is of force 

To make me 'tempt the daring courfe* 

In ihowers, laurels on you tumble ; 

Oak leaves will.fcrve, fweet fu*, your humble. 

3 Enjoy 
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Enj^yy your Apollo, and permit me to pay 
my court to Mars. I have as great a right to 
be ambitious as yourfelf, though in a very dif- 
ferent way. You prepare a banquet of plea-* 
fures, to induce me to peace, which is, of itfelf, 
the moft delicious of banquets^ 

Who 18 It that paints thefe delights with fuch rapture, 
In colours fo vivid, where pleafure thus beams $ 
Joys Epicurean, the fenfes to capture ? 
Why, truly, 'tis Jordan the ftoic, it feems. 

Contradiftion is here perhaps as manifeft as 
in tht reproach you make me, on the voluntary 
privation of that liberty of which I am ena- 
moured* 

The world is a Bedlam, to frenzy confign'd. 
Wherein madmen have five thoufand years been confined ; 
Who, adling their pranks, as impell'd by the fit, 
Continually vaunt of their excellent wit. 

I fend you a picture with which I fuppofe 
you will adorn your library, and I at the fame 
time fuppofe you will regret paying the poli- 
age. All is contradidion, except the friend- 
(hip with which I am fincerely yours. Farewel. 

Tell Knobelfdorf that he muft >^rite concern- 
ing my buildings, furniture, gardens, and opera 
houfe, to afford me fome arpufement. 

VOL, ix^ N L E X** 
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LETTER CIV. 

From the King. 

Wichau, April 5, 174*. 

M.Y obfervations on your ftate of health 
are, perhaps, as uncertain as thofc of the aftro- 
nomers, who difpute on the exiftence, appear- 
ance, and form of the comet that has mad« fo 
much noife at Vienna, and induced fo many 
kmatics to turn prophets. Having learned 
from you the grand art of doubting, you ought 
i^ot to take it amifs that I extend this art to 
doubts concerning the nature of your difeafe ; 
efpecially as your health is dear to me, and well 
merits my attention. 

To myftery's deity I recommend you ; 

Not to the quack of Epidaurus, who 

Would piUs, and poifon'd unguents, daily fend you. 

Left he fhould rob the devil of his due. 

I Ihould much rather recommend you to the 
enchanting god of love, did I not fear the ve- 
nomed fhafts which the little winged villain too 
often employs. 

If maim'd you be, *tis not in war* 

Which pride- and fadion wage ; 
Devouring man, devouring earth, 

With blind and ccafdefs rage. 
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In Cupid's caufe, fans fubfidy, 

A volunteer who bleeds^ 
Of right, muft be admitted one 

Of Cupid's invalids. 

Among whom I one day expefl: to fee you, and 
to compliment you on the excellence of your 
cftabliftiment, and the pleafures of the neigh- 
bourhood ; for I imagine Cefario will be of the 
party, and that thofe whom we call amiable 
people will not be long before they follow. 

At prefent, I am at Wichau, whence I (hall 
march into Bohemia, for reafons too tirefome to 
repeat. I think to be within a few miles of 
Prague on the twentieth, with the whole army. 
You will eafily conjedure that this I (hall do 
to defend that capital of Bohemia againft the 
Auftrians, and fupport.the feeblcnefs of the 
French, who are unequal to its defence. 

There is a dofe of military intelligence for 
you, which will do you as much good as a dofe 
of bark, and concerning which you trouble 
yourfelf little. Adieu, dear Jordan. Write tQ 
me often ; be circumftantial ; repeat every trifle 
you hear ; beftow plenty of ink upon me. 

J am your faithful friend and admirer. 
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LETTER CV. 

From M. Jordan. 

SIRE, Berlin, April 6, x 74 J* 

1 HAVE been enchanted by the laft verfes 
it has pleafed your majefty to fend me. How- 
ever accuftomed I am to be furprifed by your 
talents, I ftill cannot comprehend the poffibility 
of reigning, hurrying, adling, making war, and 
writing witty poetry. Your majefty's Pegafus 
is indefatigable; he never relaxes his pace, 
while mine is as motionlefs as the wooden horfc 
of Troy. Sober reafon very gravely advifes 
me to meddle no more with rhymes, but to be 
fatisfied with profe ; to which I very angrily 
reply — Be pleafed, madam Reafon, to be filent ; 
it is the abfolute will of my hero that I ftiould 
j-hyme, in defpite of dulnefs. And who could 
not perform miracles to give him pleafure ? 

How much am I affected to fee your majefty, 
by inevitable circumftances^ engaged in a kind 
of life which ultimately cannot but difpleafe 
yoG, and be prejudicial to your health ! Such 
motives' make me paflionately wi(h for peace, 
notwithftanding the intereft I take in your ma- 
jefty's glory. I daily expedt to hear of fome 
great blow, ftruck by your majefty. 

Borpe. 
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Botne on the tempeft's dang'rous wings. 
To port the pilot fafely brings 
The {hip» which waves and Teas afTail, 
And halcyon days once more prevail ! 

How happy (hall I be again to have the ho- 
nour to pay my court to your majefty at Rheinf- 
berg, or at Charlottenburg, and to fee you lay 
afide thofe thunderbolts which make Europe 
tremble, and enjoy the pleafures of a permanent 
peace ! I figure this rapturous delight to myfdf 
as the devout do that of banqueting with Abra- 
ham, Ifaac, and Jacob ; and, when I (hall ob- 
tain it, I will not barter my happincfs for their 
ambrofia. . The banquet of the gods muft be 
delicious, but it is a banquet only prepared for 
ghofts ; and, in your mljefty^s palace, the feaft 
will be lefs divine but more fubftantial. 

God guard your majefty and prefcrvc your 
health ! Thefe are the firll of my wi(hes. Man 
is never without a favourite wi(h, which borders 
on extravagance and caftle building; but this 
of mine precedes all others, by right of pre-emi- 
nence. I often vifit Tourbillon, to talk reafon 
and converfe on this fubjed ; and we refemble 
a couple of bigots, who are. never fo happy as 
when fpeaking of their faint. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
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LETTER, CVI. 
From the King. 

Proftnitz, April 8, 1742* 

I CANNOT write verfe to-day, for we 
are marching among mountains, and know 
ourfclves to be in Bohemia by — 

By fcutchconM poftsyby nigged rocks ; 

By wooden faints^ in comers ; 
By begging monks, who fally forth 
• Right fimple foul fubomers ! 

By prieftsy who twang forth lufty laud. 

Unto the Lord moft high ! 
And pater-nofteiVy groans, and beadsi 

Do drop moft righteoufly ! 

By grim paodours^ who, fhould they catch 

My lord in lonely place, 
To perfons paying fmall refpe6^. 

Would bid my lord uncafe. 

This is the route of the greateft part of the 
army, now on the march to join the prince of 
Anhalt, and prince Leopald, near Pardubitz. 

Not far from where dwelt Wallenftein ; and ZIfka, 
Bohemian hero ! Near to the camp renowned. 
Where, on a day, he taught difgraceful flight 
To that proud foe who him free-booter call'd ; 
Yet, him oppofing, praftls'd equal pillage, 

Thefe 
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Thcfe are verfes that drop from my pen I 
know not how; I have no doubt you will 
think- them very bad. To write good poetry is 
indeed diiEcult, though nothing is more eafy 
than to write ill. We do not all poffefs the 
happy art of Jordan. 

Capricious vixens, proud and (hy, 
Who court them ill the Mufes fiy ; 
And me they hold, who countries ravage. 
But little better than a favage. 

All who with to be are not favourites with 
Apbllo ; it is^ neceflary firft to pay him affidu- 
ous court, ^nd efpecially to poflefs a kind of 
verfatile vifage, and an undefcribable fimilarity 
of tafte to the God. 

Adieu. I have not time to talk more non- 
fenfe. 



LETTER CVIL 

From M Jordan. 

SIRE, Berlin, April 14, 1742. 

Your majefty's pyrrhonifm is a dange- 
rous enemy to combat ; nor do we know where 
^o attack. Expert in the art of doubting, you 
N 4 can 
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can clothe all things in the garb of reafon ; yet 
no gripe can hold the fceptic eel by the tail. I 
never could have imagined that fcepticiftn 
\vould have been employed, to demonftrate an 
acaifation which I believe wholly groundlefs. 
On the contrary, I (hould have thought doubt 
was icfelf the thing moft favourable to my caufe. 

In the ruby carbuncles that blaze on my face, 
The quick eyes of Pyrrho love's poifon can trace. 

But of this I am as free as the child unborn. 
There is as little of this poifon in my body as 
there is of the warrior's virtue in my foul; and, 
fmce your majefty is fo difpofed to fuftain fcep- 
ticifm, perhaps you will find fome congruous 
fyllogifm to prove me a hero. 

It is long fince I might have been ranked 
among Cupid's invalids, a name I never pro- 
nounce without trembling. Not that I am 
wholly incapable of the fei*vice of this deity, but 
that becaufe, in general^ our faculties wear out 
and decay. This is the cafe with all fublu- 
nary things; the mind lofes its vigour and 
dpats ; for which very profound reafon I con- 
clude fuch misfortunes I cannot avoid. Since 
Scarron's cafibck was out at elbows, why fliould 
not my faculties be the fame ? I employ the re- 
maining powers of my mind in favour of friend- 

ftip, , 
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(hip, inftead of love ; for the refnit of friend- 
ftiip is always pleafure and content. I have 
known a king toward whom fuch fentiments' 
cannot be too ftrong- 

I am perfuaded your majefty has been in- 
iformed of the difpute between the marquis 
d'Argens and the dntchefs. The conteft vvas 
warm, and their reparation and reconcilia- 
tion public. The ladies and the learned, are 
divided in their opinions concerning the caufe 
of quarrel ; the former fay it was jealoufy ; that 
the marquis d'Argens is in love, and ought not 
to be, except with his wife and his books. He 
has fworn all his Sunday oaths that he is not; 
but he is not credited. He was required to re- 
main three years at Stutgardv But would it be the 
aft of a philofopher to facrifice his freedom, and 
his reafprl, which conftitute the charms of life, 
to the foibles of humanity ? The marquis, who 
is delighted with Berlin, and thinks that the 
only place proper for him, would not be abfent 
from it above three weeks ; and this was the 
real origin of the difpute. The reconciliation 
was fingular. P'Argens, kneeling to the dut- 
chefs, intreated her efteem once more, and the 
interview drew tears from the perfons prefent. 
They no longer live in the fame houfe however, 
and though they viiit it is with premeditated 

coolnefs. 
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coolnefs. The lady is ever ready to (hew (he 
hates d'Argens," from feminine caprice; and 
the philofopher is equally ready to demonftrate 
he a6ts from the diftates of reafon. Syftematic 
hatred is the only true. The marquis is writing 
a comedy, the fubjed of which is the perplexi- 
ties of the court, and I have advifed him to lay 
the fcene in the anti-chamber of the dutchefs, 
for there the paflions are feen to play their parts. 
Enmity and Love on that ftage are abfolute, 
and Reafon a Have. 

1 thought I could not do better than engage 
the marquis d'Argens to write a relation of all 
that has pafled himfelf, for your majejfty's 
amufement ; for no perfon is more capable. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 



LETTER eVlII. 
From the King. 

Leitomifchel, April 15, 1742. 

JriOLA ! fir, hola! Who the devil can match you ! 
Don't you hear how I'm puffing and calling to catch you ? 
Whoo ! Zounds ! How you gallop ! I mean how you fly \ 
Alackaday, what's to become of poor I ? 
Your way you keep winging, Hill higher and higher. 
While here I am left to look up and admire ! 

Thefe 
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Tliefc are the fenfations that Divus Jorianus 
^indaliorum has infpired, by his two pleafant let- 
ters ; in which there is, without exaggeration, as 
much wit as would fupply a month of my com- 
mon expenditure* I fay, fir, the daemon of 
poetry poffeffes you. You write verfes fo wcll^ 
that I am determined to write no more. 

A filly archite^ once chanc'd to ftray 

To Rome, and took St. Peter's in his way ; 

Where every fplcndid ornament, profufe, 

That pride^ and wealth, and genius may produce, 

CoUefted ftand.— -He came — To gaze he tum'd. 

With fires till then unfelt his fancy burn'd ; 

Amazed at all the miracles he faw ! 

Convifted, ftruck by reverential awe I 

At length he cried, with felf-contemning ire, 

" I'll build no more—- I'll only live t'admire !" 

I leave you to apply this tale, which indeed 
very forcibly applies itfclf to your verfes, and 
xoy admiration of them. 

Mod errant of your errant tribe, 
My wand'ring life muft I defer ibe ? 
Pm vex'd, I'm pleas'd, I'm low, I'm high, 
I'm hot, I'm cold, I'm wet, I'm dry, 
I'm here, I'm there, I know not where. 
This hour all hope, the next all care ; 
While plenty, famine, reft, fatigue. 
And every contradiction league. 
Of yes and na, of bright and dreary, 
That might a man of iron weary ! 

But, 
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But, bleft be Fate, my temper's fuch 

That, be it little, be it much. 

Be the weather gnifF or gay. 

In November, as in May, 

Of prcfent bleflings never cloying-, 

I'm dveerful ft ill, am Hill enjoying*. 

Did you fee with eye unjaundiced, you would 
be the moft amiable and the moll happy mortal 
God ever created. But, as perfeftion is not to 
be found in this world, you are only th^ former. 
I beg you will be kind enough to calm your 
fears for Europe. Were we to grieve for the 
individual misfortunes of every man on earth, 
life would be one chain of affliftions. Let 
each fpin the flax from his diftaff as well as he 
is able. Be contented to participate in the for- 
tunes of your friends ; that is, of a very fmall 
number of perfons. This is all nature has in 
confcience the right to require, of a good citi- 
zen; otherwife the brain would not fupply 
moifture fufficient for the tears we (hould have 
to filed. 

Europe, by fiends poflefs'd, is running mad I 
There's reafon fo to fay, and fo 'tis faid. 

The abbe de Saint Pierre is very bufily ad- 
juring the claQiing interefts of kings; and this 
he willies to do with as much eafe as you write 
verfes. There is nothing wanting to complete 

4 the 
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tlie grand work, but the confent of the parties. 
You have read thefe vifions on arbitration, and 
fj^iionymous frenzies* 

I have nothing to tell you of a place where 
nothing is doing, except that our foldiers arc 
fo many Csefars, and that I love you ever; 
whether defponding becaufe ill, or gay becaufe 
in good health. Farewel. 



' LETTER CIX. 
• From A/. Jordan. 

^ J p P April 17, the fecond fiue day of 

•"^ * the year 1 742.. 

1 HAVE received the letter with which it 
has pleafed your majefty to honour me, dated 
at Proftnitz. As I ufually carry Silefia, Mora- 
via, Bohemia, Auftria, Bavaria, Hungary, and 
Turkey, in my pocket, I am always able to fol- 
low the redoubtable army of your majefly ; but, 
Ihould my maps increafe with your conquefts, 
I am afraid my pockets will foon be too much 
loaded. I alfo fear conqueft has too many fedu- 
cing charms for your majefty. Perhaps I (hall 
fay, like Bias, I carry every thing about me ; 
fince all Europe will be in my pocket. 

The 
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The Bohemians, feeing you enter their coun- 
try without chaplet, bead, or rofary, ought to 
entertain a very indifferent opinion of their 
faints, who (land like docks and ftones, and ne- 
ver move, but fuffer your majefty's* armies to 
a<5t at will. What are thefe celeftial * * * 
about, in the fine principality of Paradife ? They 
do not feem to me to have more wit than my 
old flipper, or to be more capable of deceiving 
your majefty. I fancy, indeed, you have found 
the fecret of enchanting them, like as the Syrens 
enchanted hearers by their fongs. I am into* 
lerably fufpicious of poets, and of their rhymes. 
You no doubt addrcfs them in holy vcrfe, and 
thus captivate and render them benevolent. 

The charms and incantations well I know 
Of dulcet founds, that fo melodious flow 1 

Had I any misfortunes, their melody would 
foften them ; but your fervants have none. " 

With refpeft to my verfes, tliey are fo rude 
that they might well produce the efFed of the- 
ikin of Zilka *, and put to flight the man who 
fliould attempt to read them. They do not 

* Ziika, or the one-eyed, was a famous but cruel chief of 
the Hufiites, who dying ordered his (kin to be made into a 
drum, which, if beaten, would be fufHcient to put the oppo- 
nents of his followers to flight. This anecdote, however, i» 
bid to be fabulous. T. 
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fpring fpontaneoufly, but, on the contrary, are 
produced by contortion, and convulfive mb-- 
tions. When I am about to be delivered of a 
rhyme, I refcmble a bigot, at the tomb of the 
abbe Paris '^, or the Pythian goddefs, in one of 
her fits. The fimile is indeed very applicable, 
for this goddefs, on her tripod or ftool, never 
uttered any thing but nonfenfe. 

A propos of Ziika and of Wallenftein : let 
me intreat your majefty not to make them your 
models. They glutted the earth with human 
gore, you underftand the art of making men 
happy ; they were the plagues of the human 
race, your virtues are its ornaments- The ta- 
lents of Tindalian Jordan are confined to one 
very real fpecies of knowledge, a knowledge of 
his own ignorance, of which he is perfedly con- 
vinced. I hope your majefty \vill pardon this 
accidental praife I beftow upon myfelf ; for, to 
know our own ignorance, it is nqceffary we 
Ihould be very learned. Alas ! I was not 
formed for fcience. Men who know nothing - 
are happy ; but not fo thofe who arc ignorant 
of nothing. 

• The abbe Paris was a Janfemfl: who, after writing pious 
books, and fcriptiiral commentaries, which nobody read, be- 
took himfelf to retirement and knitting of (lockings. After 
his death he became a faint and worked miracles, till govern- 
ment tVould not fttffer him to work any more, T. 

Peace 
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Peace is again the topic ; the reafon alleged 
is that public affairs are fo perplexed they can- 
not long remain in fo critical a ftate. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



LETTER ex. 

pyom the King. 

DIVE JORDANE» Chrudim, April 1 1, 1742. 

Your verfes, at prefent, flow like a tor- 
hint. I imagine you keep Apollo in pay, and 
that the fifters nine are all in your fervice; 
otherwife it would not be poflible to write as 
you do. You muft have difcovered a mine of 
charming things in Pindus, and a new vein of 
beautiful thoughts. 

Nor madrigal, nor fong, nor glee^ 

Not one poor impromptu. 
Will condefcend to viiit me ; 

They all are flown to you ! 

^ionopolifer, as you are. 

You aH the profit pocket 
Of fmall and great poetic ware ; 

While Pm a bankrupt blockhead ! 

This is what a man gains by the dog's life we 

here 
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here lead for the love of glory, as our friend 
Chaulieu faid. 

Loofe rob'd Anacreoh*8 pnde was he. 
And honour'd be his name ! 
' Yet, rival'd in the race by thee, 
He^s now furpafs'd in feme ! 

This is a commodity of which you have plen- 
ty. Nor is that prudence you poffefs, which is 
fo infeparable from your courage, a thing lefs 
to be admired in youl 

Of valour, prudence is the fource ; 

Its true fupport arid guide : 
The reft, at beft, is brutal force ; 

Is anger, inftin^, pride. 

You well know that we cannot be more brave 
than when our circumfpedion never expofes us 
to danger, except fuch as is rational and neceffa- 
ry; and, as you are extremely provident, you 
are never expofed to any. Hence I conclude 
few heroes equal you in valour. Your cou- 
rage has hitherto preferved its virginity j and, 
as all new things are better than old, it follows 
that your courage is fomething peculiarly ad- 
mirable : like a flower in the bud, which has 
never yet been injured by the fun's heat, or 
northern blights. A being fo wor4:hy of efteem 
that it equals the metaphyfics, and diflertations, 

VOL. IX. O of 
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of the marchionefs du Chatclet, on the nature 

of fire. 

» 

All that you want Is a white plume of fea- 
thers, that (hall nod and conceal your . audaci- 
ty ; a long rapier, a warlike pair of fpurs, and 
a voice not quite fo fqueaking. You would 
then fally forth a complete hero ! Permit me K> 
congratulate you, divine and heroicjordan; and, 
from the fummit of your glory to entreat you 
would cafta gracious fmile on your friends, who 
are wading here through the mire of Bohemia, 
with thoufands of other mere human creatures. 

I imagine D'Argens is mad. Do not tell 

him fo, however, but take good care not to ftir 

the bile of our philofophcr, who appears to me 

^ to have more of that merchandife than of good 

fenfe. 

Adieu. Thou knoweft the fentiments I en- 
tertain for thee. 



LETTER CXI. 

From M. Jordan. 

S I R E> Berlin, April 22, 1742. 

1 AM at my wits ends. I know not how 
to begin the letter I am to write to your majefty. 

I have 
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I have no fubjeft on which to write ; not a 
fingle article of news ! The gazettes fpeak of 
peace. That of Cologne pities the world, be- 
caufe the flux of the cardinal, which continues, 
may continue the wan Peace indeed feems to 
be as flow footed as the Mans * meflTenger. I 
recoiled, on this occafion, the remarks of 
Bayle on, the flux of Julius Csefar ; where he 
proves, in his ufual manner, which your majefty 
fo well imitates, that the greateft events have 
often been caufed by the mofl: infignificant ac- 
cidents. 

Among thefe, the quarrel between the dut- 
chefs and the philofopher may be claflTed. It 
k, however, very ferious, and refentment is (b 
great that ffie will not eat on filver ^ beoaufe the 
word awakens ideas of revenge, and hatred, 
which bring on a want of appetite. . The mar- 
quis fupports It all without refentment ; paflion 
is vain; he is unmoved ; his enemy ftrikes and 
he forgives. The world impatiently waits your 

' majefty's opinion on this important difpute. I 
for my part fay nothing ; though I know what 

, I think. 

It is reported here that the Ruffians have 
taken part with the French, which gives me 

♦ Mans, a town in Gennany. T. 

f The marquis's name, d'jirgens, fignifies filver in French. T. 

2 pleafure ; 
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pleafure; that the Auftrians have been chaftiftd 
before Scharding, -which fills me with joy; that 
the queen of Hungary perfifts in refufing to 
yield, which incites my fears ; that the king of 
England is fending a body of troops into Ger- 
many, and that Holland is following his ex- 
ample, which. put me in a panic. 

It is added that the king of Poland has a fe- 
vere fit of the gout ; that, however, he is ex- 
pcded at Glogau, where the king of Pruffia \$ 
to receive and regale him magnificently. And, 
this is the whole of my gazette^ which feems to 
me not worth reading; I, therefore, haftily 
conclude. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



LETTER CXII. . 
From M. Jordan. 

SIRE, Berlin, April 24, 1742, rainy weather. 

TflE letter with which it has pleafed 
your majefty to honour me came very oppor- 
tunely, for I was at my wits ends. My Apollo 
has taken flight, on a vifit to Lucifer ; and 
there is a ftillnefs over the whole town which 
is exceedingly dillrefling' to thofe who are in 

lack 
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lack of news for their correfpondents. But 
your ch^irming and ingenious verfes have re- 
animated my languid mind ; the fire and wit 
. of your poetry teach me to fpeak the language 
of the gods *. 

This is, indeed, a language which greatly re- 
fenibles the lirtgua Franca -f*, and which I 
Ihould not be very able to underftand, were X 
condemned for any length of time to refide on 
mount Parnaflus. Yet your majefty deigns to 
praife my verfes, and it is with difficulty I can 
forbear fuppoiing this praife to be delicate and 
artful fatire. I know king Frederic, and how 
apt he is occafionally to laugh at his neighbour's 
expence. He always was fomewhat addided to 
keen and dignified fatire. 

It is fatire indeed, to refolve to write no more 
poetry becaufe Tindalian Jordan writes poetry 
fo well ! I can but anfwer, the language of verfe 
is fo familiarifed to yctiir majefty that it is be- 
come your common fpeech. 

The arichiteft, who beheld the regularity of a 
,magnificent edifice, at Romc^ and renounced 
-his art that he might live only to admire, is ex- 

* This laft fentencc is in rhyme, therefore, according to 
M. Jordan, in the language of the gods. T. 
' f Lingua Franca is a mixture of all the languages, fpoken 
1>y the failors that frequent the Lev^, T. 

O3 >;iaiy 
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aftly my pifturc. Nor have I, to render the 
refemblance perfeft, any thing more to do than 
to imitate him entirely ; to quit the reftlefs 
whim of rhyming, and renounce eloquence, 
which, for a man in his fenfes, will be to aft 
confidently; and, thanks be to Heaven, the 
little fenfe I have I continually endeavour to 
preferve. 

The defcription your majefty gives of your 
prefent life will appear poetical, to any perfon 
who does not know your majefty's manner of 
thinking, when at the army : for to fpcak of 
a king is to fpeak of a happy mortal, who is 
unacquainted with fatigue, or pain, and whofe 
only employment in the world is to get rid of 
all trouble. A king is created for pleafure, and 
a man of fcience for poverty ; the former grati- 
fies his paffions when he pleafes ; the latter lives 
in the continual dread of hunger. 

The comet has thought proper to change the 
order of things. There is a kingdom on earth 
the monarch of which makes war in winter, and 
endures the rude aflaults of the rudefl: feafon, 
while by his favour the man of letters is effemi- 
nately feated on a couch, curfing that difeafe 
which forbids him the praftice of the enjoy- 
ments, which he might otherwife procure. • 

We cannot all fee with unjaundiced eyes;^he 

human 
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human mind is fo little mailer of itfelf that it 
excites our pity. I am wrong to afflift myfelf 
for the evil which happens in fociety ; and with 
as little rdafon am I inclined to grieve becaufe 
the vintage has not been good in France. So- 
ciety forms one great whole, and La Fontaine has 
well proved in his fable of the belly and the 
members, how neceflary it is that each part 
ihould reciprocally be affliftcd, by that particu- 
lar evil which mull afFeft the whole *• 

I know not whether Europe have loft her 
fenfes, but I very well know (he is very much to 
be pitied for this lofs, brought on her by fome 
perfons- If the man in health be refafed his 
pleafures and his food, and be tormented from 
morning till night, his health will foon decay, 
and he will noJonger find content, or pleafure, 
in the world, • There are two perfons who af- 
ford Europe fo much employment that there 
would be no great wonder (liould (he go niad. 

The old doating abbe de St. Pierre may be 
allowed to undertake to adjuft the interefts of 
the princes of Europe, as young men are for- 
given the follies of love. I excufe the attempt 
of the abbe as I do Alexander, who wept that 
the world was too fmall. "The houfe of induf- 

* This and the. following fcntence are each of them felf- 
C90tradi6lory 5 Ij once more, can but follow the author. T. 

4 try 
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try will at length be completed. Nothing 
could have given this undertaking fucccfs, to 
which your majefty has been pleafed to contri* 
bute, except the aftivity of the mmifter of ftatc, 
De Happe. I return my perfooai thanks, be- 
caufe of the intereft I take in the good of fo- 
ciety. The police will be well regulated. One 
thing is ftill wanting, which is that your msyefty 
Ihould appoint fome perfon to fuperintend the 
pavement, and the buildings of the city. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 



LETTER CXIII. 
From the King. 

9 

Doaj^me Jordane Tindalienjh^ Chrudim, 

April 27, 1742. 

JL H' cecoDomift Phoebus deigns always to fhine 
On your vcrfes, but darts not a ray upon mine. 
Thus Flcury, as careful, will only advance 
His friends to the lucrative pofts of finance. 

I do not wonder, therefore, that you write fo 
much poetry, and fo little news. You are 
more infpired by the nine lovely lifters, who 
•proteft the arts and fciences, than by hideous 

and 
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and deformed fcandal, with the eyes of a lynx, 
the e^rs of a hare^ and the fnakes of Medufa. 

Yes, favourite lover of the Graces^ 

Who lull you in their arms, 
To Scandal's hateful face you, rightly, 

Prefer their blooming charms. 

To Scandal* moniler ! v^ho, envenom'd^ 

At rich and poor man's door. 
In town and country, hall and cottage^ 

Tells all (he know^, and more. 

Such are the rcafons why I receive little iii-» 
telligence, and many rhymes, from Berlin. 
But a mixture of the two would give me great 
pleafure. You tell me nothing of all the fol- 
lies which regularly, and periodically, are com- 
mitted. You fend me no information of your 
learned correfpondcnts, of my buildings, my 
gardens and friends; in a word, of all the 
things in which I am mod interefted. 

The various events, on political (bene, 
Compar'd to your magical-Ianthorn have heen. 
Say what's your opinion ? Or rather relate 
What fortunes the old beaux of Berlin await ; 

Their fquabhles, and fquihs, 

With their girls and their ribs. 

Their killing, their fcratching, ^ 

Their parting, their matching ; 

For words can't convey. 

The fenfations which may. 
In the heart of the abfent, fuch trifles create?; 

7 ^ Perhaps 
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Perhaps you fuppofe me too much occupied 
to think of my friends ; but you ought to feel 
they are often in oiy thoughts, in defpite of ba- 
iincls. 

Its friends, and its feelings, the heart will prefer 
To reftlefs ambition, that prompts us to err ; 
Or plcafures fedu<ftive, that dazzle and blind. 
That weary the body and fatiate the mind. 

The noble foul firing. 

High raptures infptring. 

Thee, Friendftiip> I claim ! 

Thy force, and thy flame, 

Tliy fympathles, tears, 

Smiles, joys, hopes and feslrs, 
Reign facred, and pure, in my bofom enfhrin'd ! 

I now come to our itinerary, I am with the 
grand army in Bohemia. The prince of An- 
halt is going to command in Upper Silefia, and 
prince, Didier has quitted Moravia, where he 
no longer could find fubfiftence. We (hall ap- 
parently remain in this fituation till hay har- 
veft, which may perhaps be two months hence,. 
And here ends all I have to fay, except afliiring 
you of the fentiments of efteem I entertain for 
you* Adieu. 



LET- 
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LETTER CXIV. 

From M. Jordan. 

S I R E9 Berlin, April 29, 1742. 

You malicioufly compare my flow of 
verfe to the torrent's impetuous courfe. Yoa 
muft however allow the flream is not always 
dear, without which conclufion, if your majefty 
will be pleafed to be fincere, and fpeak rather 
AS a philofopher than as a poet, you muft confefs 
the comparifon is ill applied. My confolation 
and juftification are that, when I dip into the 
waters of Hippocfene, I find them mudd)'', and 
Jcnow not where to find them otherwife. Your 
majefty, by praifing, treats me as we treat a 
parrot, when we giv^ it fugar, and thus tempt 
it to chatter. I am but your parrot ; but, if I 
can but amufe yourmajefty, I am fatisfied. 

Befide, I really profit by the correfpondencci 
I receive letters that abound in wit, and charm- 
ing poetry ; verfes which bear the ftamp of 
Chaulieu, which are inimitable, and which en- 
dear you to that god who, according to the 
fable, is miniftpred to by the nine fifters. 

Such prerogatives arc not for every man* 
Poetry is like courage : all men are not brave, 

neither 



204 POSTHUMOUS WORKS. 

^neither arc all men poets; to be truly cither 
they muft be born fuch. A cow.ard may per- 
form an act of valour, at leaft as I have been 
told, for I do not know the fadt by experience; 
and a man who is not born a poet may, once in 
his life, write good verfes, becaufe nature occa- 
fionally delights to be capricious. 

With refpeft to prudence, I will do myfelf 
the juftice tp allow this is a quality I poflcfs. 
I never had any occafion to put my courage to 
the proof: perhaps I may have more of it than 
Hannibal, or Scipio ; but, be it prudence or be 
it modefty, I do not wi(h to make the experi- 
ment. Thus the affair muft remain undecided ; 
and, poetically fpeaking, 1 thence conclude, 
though not philofophically, that I may pafs for 
a poltroon. The thing cannot indeed be de- 
monftrated in due logical form. Befide, what 
the devil do I want with courage ? I have no 
foes to face ; except the foibles of human na- 
ture,- which I fhould be forry to extirpate; for, 
though they often make me do ill, I ftill confefs, 
had I the courage of Alexander, I would not 
give them regular battle. There is one foible, 
however, which I have the valour to conquer, , 
and this is the love of fame, (hould fuch* an 
enemy ever attack me ; for I know, were I van- 
quifhed, I fhould lofe my peace of mind. 

' Ingolftadt 



Ingolftadt is faid to be taken by aflkult, by 
the Auftrians,who have even put the citizens to 
the /word. It is added that, your majefty's 
chancery is to be tranfported to Glatz : and to 
all this I add that I am very ill, and have had a 
body given me very ill fitted for this life. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 



LETTER CXV. 
From the King. 

Chnidim, April 29, 1742. A day forfatirc, 
a clear fky, and the firfl in which fome 
bufhes have pufhed forth their buds. 

At length 'tis fallen ! ^Th' abode aerial 

.Of Urania, defended in its pride ' 
By Talpafch fell, pandour, and Ulan grim, 
Intrench'd and ifolated, rearM aloof 
From human intercourfe, by fcreech-owl haunted. 
Or by wand'ring fpirits, gibbering nightly plaints ; 
Aflail'd, furrounded, ilorm'd by ba;ids Teutonic, 
Itlelf, its forts, its holds and towers of ftrength, 
That haughty and contemptuous ftood, are fall'n ! 

That is to fay that Glat^ furrendered, on the 
28th of this month, by capitulation; fo that I 
am now without referve maftef of all Silefia. 
Mr, * * *, a bad copy of fome wretched Eng- 

lill^ 
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lifh original, has juft determined to ^eave us. 
Imagine how much I regret his lofs. 

His pantomimic melancholy 

Can only copy Englifh folly. 

I'll conquer worlds, in one campaign. 

Ere he (hall Englifh wifdom gain. 

Zoilus was ne'er mifta'en for Plato, > 

Nor fuch a Therfites for Cato. 

Forgive this trait, which has efcaped me 
againft a man whom you honour with your 
efteem : but I imagine that efteem to be fome- 
thing like that of a perfon — 

Who, if you're fick, fends kindly greeting ; 
Or, in the fame breath, utters, meeting, 
** Dear fir ! I hope you're very well ! — 
« 1 wifhthe rafcal was at hell !" 

You fend me no news of Berlin, of Tourbil- 
Ion, of Cefario, nor any extrafts from the chro- 
nicle of gallantry. 

Why do you not mention the gouty old lover ; 
His hot fits, and cold fits ; and all you difcover 
Of him, the fweet youth, who fo adlive can leap, 
A vig'rous adept, at the game of bopeep ? 

Here is nonfenfe enough for once ; fatisfy 
yourfelf, my dear Jordan, till the next poft> 
when I hope to be out of your debt. Adieu, 

LET. 
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LETTER CXVL 

From M. Jordan. 

SIRE, Berlin, May i, 1742* 

I SHALL only fpeak of war and politics 
to-day, and therefore (hall not dep^trt from rule, 
fince thefe are the peculiar pleafures of your 
majefty, as dear to you as the arrangement of 
her toilet is to a coquette. You have learnt 
valiantly to fight, to beware of political artifice, 
and adroitly to difcover what politicians endea- 
vour to difguife. It is the peculiar excellence of 
your majefty to live at your eafe, amid the moft 
affiduous labours ; to employ your genius and 
to quit the pleafures of Ufe, yet to think the 
whole an amufement* 

Politics begin likewife to be in fafliion at Ber- 
lin. The firft queftion always afked is. Where 
are the armies ? What are they doing ? Men of 
letters- quit their hbraries to read newfpa-pers, 
- which lie, and never are favourable to us, 
though 1 cannot difcover the reafon. 

It is here rumoured that the enemy has feized 
on Olmutz. Othersj on the contrary, affirm he 
has retreated into Auftria, fearing to be attacked 
in front and rear. The moft fubtle politicians 

. 5 ' affei't 
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aflert that, in lefs than a month, thefc good 
Auftrians will be kind enough to evacuate 
Bavaria. 

The prefent general topic is the memorial of 
the Earl of Stair, to the ftates of Holland. Com- 
mentaries are made on the follo\ving words. 

«* When your High Mightinefs (hall have 
^' put all your frontiers into fuch a ftate as to be 
** under no apprehenfion of a furprife, his 
*' majefty and your high mightineffes may be 
" able to proteft your allies, in fuch manner as 
*^ (hall appear moft expedient ; and, by this, 
*' means, other princes who are defirous of 
^* joining with the maritime powers, may do it 
^' the more freely, and with the lefs appre- 
"henfion*/* It is afked — Who are here 
meant ? And concerning this opinion^ vary : 
each thinks he can folve the anigma. One of 
.thefe politicians very artfully enquired what I . 
thought on the fubjed ; and I, very truly and 
frankly, anfwcred I could on oath aflure him it 
was an affair of which I was extremely ignorant ; 
but that I could inform him, in all confidence, 
though I never had been a conjurer, that your 
majefty was encamped at Chrudim. 

, * The words of the meraprial arc quoted, and hot the 
French tranflated. T^ 

J have 



correspokdence; ao^ 

I have read an account, which is faidtocome 
from the army, as circumftantial as account can 
be, of ah attempt which 1 believe to be en- 
tirely falfe, and which was that the governor of 
an Auflxian fortrcfs had formed a projedt againft 
the life of your majefty, which was defeated by 
the dexterity of a Jew, 

Shall I relate an article of intelligence, aj 
" comic as it is untrue ? The father of Maupertuis 
has (hut his fon up in a monaftery, becaufe he 
wilhed to marry a woman who was an improper 
match. How do I love to difcover weakncfs 
like this in the heart of a mathematician ! But 
ftoics themfelves, in fuch cafes, are never 
matters of their paflions *. 

1 have the honour to be, with profound re- 
fpeft and moft devoted gratitude, &c. 

* M. Jordan fays this anecdote is falfe, yet reafons on it U 
if it were true; this however is one of the paflages in rkymi^ 
and how far he might poetically fuppofe rhyme had nothinjj; 
to do with reafoa it ik impoffible to iky. % 
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LETTER CXVII. 
From the King. 

Pedlffim Doaor JorJanCi Chrudim, May 5, I742>' 

1 CALL aloud for news from Berlin, and 
you arc hard hearted enough to (hut your ears. 
I receive nothing from you, but the gazettes of 
Pindus and the oracles of Apollo, Your verfes 
are charming, but I want news. Tell me what 
weather you have at Berlin ; what is done, what 
is faid there, and if you can find nothing better 
talk to me of the horfe in bronze ; 

And of the equeftrian hero *, flavc furrounded, 
For that he Swedes and Vifigoths fubducd. 

^ Relate any trifles you pleafe, provided that 
you do but talk of my country ; and deign to be 
i. little more circumftanrial. 

You who can fo politely teach 

E'en fatire'8 felf to fmile, 
May furcly, to divert your friends, 

Her journal keep awhile : 
Some blockhead fure may facrific^. 

To make the abfent laugh. 



* The great Elcaor. 



B^Ii« 
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. Berlin can furnifh many a^ool. 

And many a paragraph* 
*Ti8 not your learning, wit, or tafte^ 

In thefe degenerate days. 
But malice, plenteoufly difpersM, 

Will crown you, fir, with bays. 

Perhaps you have difcovered fome of this 
malice, too copioufly difperfed through the laft 
letter I wrote to you ; if fo, I entreat a thouTand 
pardons. Though you well know it docs not 
depend upon ourfelves to be fad or merry, but 
that it is a confequence of temperament ; like 
fo many other mechanical operations of the 
body* Perhaps you think this is not exaftly 
true, refpefting fatire, and that it is a dofe found 
in great abundance with thofe perfons who are 
fo inclined ; but I anfwer. 

To fatire I was ne*er addidled, no 
I want the wit — I^m forry, but 'tis fo. 

With mathematic regularity I muft tread in 
the fteps of cuftom, and follow the general ex*- 
ample of our good and ridiculous fpecies. We- 
are all inclined, whether from complacence, oi: 
becaufe we have nothing better to do, to fpeak 
'ill of our neighbour, .and idly to fcatter the 
venom on which fcandal feeds in the moft ui*- 
chriftian^like manner. ..^ 

P» We 
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Wc do not however pique ourfetves mucH on 
qar chriftianity ; and it is common enough to 
fuppofe that lo be the father of a bon mot is 
better than to be a brother in Chrift. Men 
forget brotherly love, when they are accuftomcd 
to piake war. 

Nor Talpatfch> nor Pandour, wiio ctmly gim 
And fwarm around, no brethren are of mine ^ 
No, Hcav*n forcfend ! — ^They're Imps of Beelzebub | 
His CiAa, on Bears and on Baboons begotten. 

How can you ^xpedt we (bould revere th« 
form of man, in people who fcarcely have any 
trapes of fuch form i Moral fimilitude, in my 
opinion, is a more intimate caufe of unity, 
among mankind, than fimilarity of figure; and 
I deny that our enemies poffefs either. Hoy 
then is it poffible to love them ? 

We are preparing to open the campaign^ 
which yet will not be foon begun. Perhaps w« 
may remain houfed longer than the twentieth of 
the prefent month. We ire tolerably tranquil 
atiprefent; the old prince of Anhalt covers 
Upper, Silefia, and your hutfxble fervant is herc^, 
coUeding his principal forces, to fall with great 
fuperiority on the foe; which cannot bedoa^ 
till forage arrives. 

This is a trifliog^ nilitary leflbn, to redify 

your 
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your ideas, concerning what yoa ought to think 
of our operations ; and that, if you (hould be 
queftioned, you may know what to anfwer. ^ 

Moravia is a vile country, which cannot be 
maintained for want of pfovifions; and the 
town of Brun couid not be taken, becaufe the 
Saxons have no cannon, and becaufe he who 
would enter a fortrefs muft firft make a breach 
in the walls. Befide that the country is re* 
duced to fuch a ftate that the enemy cannot 
long fubfift in it, and it will therefore foon be 
evacuated. 

Adieu, Do6tiffime Jordane. Labour in ho- 
nour of fcience, and rank me among the firft 
CJf your admirers and friends. VaU. 



LETTER CXVIIL 

From M. Jordan. 

SIRE, Berlin, May 5, 1742. 

1 HAVE received two letters from your 
majefty, equaHy witty; and indeed all are fo 
which fall from your hand. The laft is feafoned 
by that fait which fatire itfelf prepares. Har- 
monioully you can touch the lyre, can make 
war like a hero, and can excel as a fatirift. 

P 3 Your 
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Your majcfty wifhes for news The king 

of Poland, it is faid, has bought a diamond at 
Lcipfic which has coft eight hundred thoufand 
crowns. We are told too there is an abbe at 
Vienna, fent on the part of France, named 
Farge, who is negotiating there veiy fecretly, 
and that there will be a fufpcnfion of arms. 

With refpeft to literary intelligence, I thank 
your majefty for afking for it ; for without vanity 
I have a good fupply, A defence of Machiavel 
has appeared, ill treated as he has been by the 
author of the Anti-Machiavel. The work is 
printed in Holland, but tde author is anonymous; 
and in this he (hews his prudence, for he really 
deferves to be brought to a ftate of repentance 
He has treated , Voltaire without mercy. 

Some books are arrived fot your' majefty, 
which it will not be neceflary to fend. The new 
volumes of the quarto edition of RoUin, the 
beautiful poem of Racing on religion, and a new 
feleftion of poetical and oratorical extradts, are all 
waiting in your majefty's chamber, to be turned 
over by your royal hands. When will that 
happy moment arrive when a confirmed peace 
Ihall tranquilly fuffer us to enjoy our good 
fortune ? Tourbillon has been ill, and kept her 
.chamber for a fortnight. I have occafionally 
been to vifit her, and we have had our eon- 

verfation 
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verfation parties there, as card parties are held 
in other places. The difpute between the 
dutchefs" and her philofopher has been the 
general topic, efpecially amoi^ the ladies ; and 
Tourbillon has avoided interfering, very fre* 
qucntly, by making her retreat. 

Knobelfdorf yqfterday departed for Rheinf- 
berg. Cefario continues the fame, but I am 
foxry to fee he lofes his checrfulnefs, and perhaps 
his health. 

Here is a charming letter from Voltaire, 
written to a clergyman in London ; and I hope 
by Monday*s poft to fend your majefty a poem^ 
in the ftyle of Scarron, on the labours of 
Hercules, which I thipk excellent. The author 
has communicated it to me himfelf, and the 
queftion was put for my opinion whether wc 
ought to enjoy ple^fure whenever we have an 
opportunity. I maintained the affirmative, and 
that to ad otherwife were finfuh I will expofe 
my opinion to your majefly 's criticifm, certain of 
the excellence of your judgment. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



P 4 ly E T^ 
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LETTER CXIX. 

From the King. 

Fredericus Jordano Salutation, Chrudlm^ May 8, 1 742* 

J HAVE received a letter from Knohelf- 
dorfj with which I am tolerably well fatisfied ; 
but it is too diy, not fufficiently circumftantial. 
I wifli that the defcription of each mouldingv of 
the pajacc of Charlottenburg, fliould contain 
four pages in quarto, for this would give mc 
great amufement. 

At length you are become a politician fupc-^ 
rior to Mazarin himfclf. . 

Rapacious plansi romantic fears, 
Sufpefling all he fees and hears ; 
Iniidious arts, unquiet dreams. 
For granted taking all that feems ; 
Foreboding wrong ; from &lfe conclufioi) 
Error heaping, fcattering confufion ; 
Searching for lecrets in the moon, 
Difcovering midnight in high noon; 
In public playing hide and feek ; 
Beneath a maik, by nature weak. 
Pernicious projc6ls ftill concealing ; 
Pretended treachery ftill revealing ; 
Such is the man you paint, I fee^ 
Whofc politics and mine agree. 

Such 
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Such is the politician concerning whom you 
reafon^ according to the manner of mankind,* 
^vfao always impute to their neighbour ail the 
evil they themfelves would do, were they in his 
place. Jordan, however, is allowed t6 fatirize 
me, and time muft juftify me to the worlds 

Your wit poetic me would fix 

The weather-cock of politics. 

But no ; or Fame would, to the crowd. 

Have trumpeted the fa6t aloud. 

From all which you find that your wit runs a 
little too faft, over the field of futurity. 

Above the firmament, to mortal ey^ 
Mpervious, Fate recedes: nor aftrolabe 
Can mete her dread behefls, nor tube difcoTec 
On fhreds, by wretched Grub-ftrcet gazetteer 
CompilM, Interrogation leanly feeds ; 
Yet, eating nought, eternally is famifliM : 
Though fhe, full oft inflated, thinks fhe's cramm*d« 
But thou ! Quaffing drafts Pierian as thou doft ! 
Conforting with the Mufts! What ! May'ft thea 
Tie pompous tales of proud Lorraine accredit ? 

Here are politics in rhyme for you ; and no- 
thing more is wanting to complete the pifturc 
but a treaty of peace, with the preliminaries, in 
the form of a dramatic poem. 

In my letter, two days ago, I fent you your 
catechifoi, concerning our operations, and ex- 

4 plained 
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plained, with all due length and breadth, what 
was pafling here. I now add my prophecy ii 
fulfilled, for the Auftrians have quitted Mora- 
via for the want of fubfiftence. You will foon 
fee what confequences all thefe grand affairs and 
the complicated motions of the two armies will 
produce. 

Adieu, Dive Jordane Tindalienfis^ 



LETTER CXX, 

From M Jordan. 

SIRE, Berlin, May S, 1742, 

. Is it not furprifipg that I fhould be afked 
whether, when pleafure prefents itfelf, it ought 
to be enjoyed ? I am aim oft tempted to give no 
reply, for to decide fo important a problem the 
heart (hould be cheerful ; and he who is himfelf 
gloomy cannot fpeak, with efFe<fl, on the fub- 
jeft, of pleafure. I own to your majefty that 
what mirth I have is mirth of mind, and not of 
heart. It is, therefore, unnatural, and as falfe 

' as the affumed majefty of Baron, when he afted 
the part of Mithridates. 

i will,' therefore, undertake to decide the 
qucftion, provided I confult the undcrftanding 

^r * only; 
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only ; iind by this I will prove that we not only 
Aould enjoy pleafure, when it prefents itfelf, 
but that not to enjoy it would be finful. To 
ily pleafqre is heretical ; to profit by it is pru* 
dent; and this I fliould have little trouble to 
prove, fince our inclination always inclines us 
to a6t thus; obferving, however, that inclina- 
tion is ftronger in fome perfons than in others* 
Indeed, fuch a proof would only be to demon* 
ftrate that, being thirfty, it is neceflkry to 
-drink. We always attend to our fenfations^ 
which we willingly gratify, for they are precept 
tors at whofe authority we never take offence ; 
fince they not only prefcribe whiat pleafes but 
what is neceffary* 

I have a multitude of reafons in proof of my 
thefis ; the firft is that we ought to fulfil the du- 
ties of our vocation. Who can doubt that man 
is formed for enjoyment ? By enjoyment only 
do we prefcrve and flrengthen our faculties, 
each of which has a determinate portion of plea- 
*fure that has been adjudged to it, though fome 
indeed have the advantage over others; but 
as there are pleafures in which they all partici- 
pate, this h 2L partial remuneration for the defi- 
ciency, and forms a kind of equality between* 
the whole. The food of pleafore, which is thb 
^fupport of thefe faculties, when diftributed pro- 
. . portionately 
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portionatcly to the capacity of each, is never in- 
jurious, but the contrary j and only enfeebles 
and deftroys when exceffive. We are, there- 
fore, conftituted for pleafure, as fifli are for wa- 
ter, and the propenfity of our faculties at the 
profped of pleafure proves the aflertion. For 
this propenfity increafes in proportion to the 
ftrength of the impreflSon incited by the pre- 
fence of pleafure. 

' We feel a repugnance for whatever can injure 
us, and an attradtion toward objeds which con- 
tribute to our fatisfaftion. Hie force of nature 
-is fo powerful that it vanquiflies even the fears 
of women ; and that tender fex, naturally pof- 
feffed of but little courage, when infpired by 
love, acquires fortitude. Love is a pafiion 
which produces more heroes than ambition and 
the defire of fan^. 

The preCence of pleafure has this advantage 
that, by its influence, of the origin of which I 
am ignorant, it concentrates the man, fo that 
his only endeavour is to render that homage 
which is- required. At the fight of danger,^ 
fclf prefervation and the love of fame contend 
for vidory; each fuppofes pre-eminence its due, 
and each cites its prerogatives. But with plea- 
fure it is different, pleafure flifles all ideas 
which do not concur in its gratifiication, and ba- 

nifheft 
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nilhes all which arc not acccffary to this froi» 
the mind. Nothing dare difpute its fuperio- 
rity *. 

Inclofed are verfes by one M. de St. Andre, 
who is at Berlin ; and } add the comedy of tho 
marquis d^Argcns, entitled, VEmbarras de la 
Cour "^^ which, in my opinion, is too ferious. I 
know not why he has been unable to laugh, 
except that never, perhaps, did philofophcr 
more perfeftly experience the perplexities of » 
court. D'Argcns departed the day before yef- 
terday. Ginkel, it is faid, has received a letter 
€rom Peterfburg, in which it is remarked that 
<mr envoy is exceedingly intimate with the ca-; 
voy of the queen of Hungary. 

I have the honour to be, &c* 

* I have madefome trifling deviations from the infinuatlofli 
and words of the text, not to enflame a paiflioQ which, ia gtv^ 
ral} has no need to be enflamed* T« 

f llieperpiautiesoftliCCOQft, 
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LETTER' CXXI. 

From the King. 

SEIAR JORDAN, Chrudlm, May 1 1, 1 742. 

I HAVE been fo ftupificd by a chaos of 
affairs^ which have fuddenly affaulted me, that 
for once I demand quarter. I am fo bufy, 
have fo much to think of, fo much to write/ 
and fo many orders to iffue, that it is impof- 
fible I (hould hold any long arguments with 
thee. All that I can tell thee is that we fhall 
encamp on the 13th, that the Auftrians arc 
marching toward us, and that certainly, without 
the aid of a miracle, I cannot return to Berlin 
tefore the end of Oftober, or the beginning of 
November. 

Adieu ; I commend thee to the care of philo- 
fophy, and the god pf health. 



LET. 
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LETTER CXXII. 

From M. Jordan. 

SIRE, Berlin^ May 12, I74<« 

1 HAVE imprifoned my Apollo, bid 
adieu to the nine fifters, and taken my depar- 
ture from the facred valley, that I may write no- 
thing but news. Your majefty muft tave re- 
ceived two or three of my letters, full of politi- 
cal, literary, and home intelligence. The fub- 
jeft of my laft was pleafure, but, to own the 
truth, this was but to hear your majdly fpeak 
on the fame topic. The pureft pleafure and 
the imagination are fo intimately allied that no 
perfon could treat the fubjeft in a more mafterly 
manner. 

It is reported here that count Bruhl is in total 
difgrace at the court of Saxony, and that th6 
prince of Weiffenfels is the fole caufe of this, by 
reprefenting to the king that the Saxon army 
was wholly unprovided. The good fortune oF 
Bruhl has been univerfally remarked : he had 
« very thing the world could fupply, but he has 
4eft the Saxons deftitute, and has afforded a fine 
#pportunity for fatire. 

Rutowiky, it is added, is in like difgrace, tod 

has 
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has quitted the army; but thcfe are particu- 
lars which arc related here with a myfterious 
air, and which I will not warrant. 

We have very bad weather at Berlin ; the^ 
north wind continually infults us, and the fun is 
gone I know not whither ; whenever he makes 
his appearance it is but to lower upon us. I 
imagine he fhines out at Chrudim, becaufe 
your majefly is there, and he knows in what 
high eftimation he is held by you. 

The horfe of bronze continues to carry his 
hero, whom I feldom pafs without a falamalec^; 
for, to fpeak freely to yout majefty, among the 
mighty dead, he is one whom moft I honour. 
Were the Eleftot^ faints he fliould be mine. 

The people blcfs God that there are no more 
beggars in the ftreets, and that they have been 
delivered from this race. 

The dutchefs will depart on Sunday for the 
country feat of count von Gotter. All people 
blefs and wifli her a good journey. D'Argens 
is her harbinger, and has been gone thefe three 
days, curfing thofe duties of decorumjwhich luvc 
obliged him to travel a hundred German miles 
to no purpofe. He is continually appealing to 
what men are unacquainted with, to reafon ; he 
is not fo intimate with the land of reafon as 

* A Turkiih falutatioa fignifying God fave you. T»* 

your 
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ymir mojefty kmih tfate rtegiom of fatire, wfaidi 
to me form a ; kbyrinth the very eistrande into 
which r dread. We xk) txot aD poflefs Ariid- 
fi€'s chfe ; it !§ a prrielit whidi the gods beftow 
ohiy oh princes, whth they grim th«n aiatb^o 
tity. ^ 

K** * is' afifidfe^ to fee that K * **^ to 
whom (he htiifr<m^€A her dd^ft daughter, and 
Whdni (be regards as the future (bppprt t)f he* 
houfe, is oti the pedfit 6f departing, tif^cr^ 
(kt wi(hes to r^ti?^ tO kr ^ffiate iii lS«ft Frief* 
kfid, ami that (H€ will afk permiffion- I freely. 
^dHfcTs to y^ut m^jcAy I pity her. K * * * 
^ilnot dig^i^ the titoftification of remaining at 
Berlin,' while tlrt whale w(^rld is at the ^tmy. 

I know not whether yotir majeliy has receiT- 
ed all the books I fent, agreeable to yocJr or- 
ders. I have the honoqt and the haf>pine(« to 
be, &c. 



LETTER CXXill. 

From M%Jdrdm. 
S I it E, BcriiH, May 15, 1 74I. 

1 HAVE received your majefiy's laft let- 
ter, written in a political ftyle, ahd which con- 
vot. IX. Q^ tains 
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tains /nuch meaning in few words. The por- 
trait of a politician is there truly traced. 

I yefterday liftened to one of thefe poUtidiansj 
with as much fubmi0ion and docility as your 
majefty. would to Epicurus, were he to revi- 
fit earth, and preach plcafure. My inftruftor 
pretended that England has made very advama- 
geous propofals to your majefty, tending to con- 
firm you in the polfeffion of Silefia ; and that 
the continuance of the war could not be to the 
ihterefl: of the houfe of Brandenburg, fince it 
was aftually in poffcffion of more than it claim- 
ed. Bad politician as I am, I protefted this 
difcourfe was not common fenfe, and tjiat the 
aftions of princes referable riddles, which fcem 
all contradidion till we difcover the key. 

It is generally fuppofed a fufpenfion of arms 
is on the tapis. But thefe are affairs of which 
I am ignorant. I only know that every body 
praifes and admires Charlottenburg, and is 
charmed with the alterations made in the park. 

I have the honour to inform your majefty of 
the death of the abbe du Bos, to which it is ne- 
ceffary that I (hould add twenty-five thpufand 
counters * belonging to the academy have been 

* Jetom — ^may fignify cither countcw or mcdali of corpo- 
rate bodies. T. 

found 
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found in his chamber^ which he had appropri- 
ated to himfelf. 

The following is a pleafant anecdote. Fa- 
ther P^tau, abbe of St. Genevieve, received a 
prefent of confeftionary and flowers, accompa- 
nied by a letter, written in Arabic, without in* 
forming him by whom they were fent, ^he 
abbe Fourmont was ambitious of the honour of 
being the fole interpreter of this letter, to which 
he appHed, himfelf four days, turning over Ara- 
bic, Turkifli, and Perfian diftionaries. At^ 
length he very fortunately difcbvered the letter; 
was writtfcn by Turks, in the fuite of the am- 
baffador, who were defirous to become chrif-* 
tians. The abbe Patau vaunted loudly of this, 
and fpoke of it to the queen of Spain. The 
queen burft into a fit of laughter, and protefted 
not a fyllable on fuch a fubjcd could be found 
in the letter. *M, de Fiennes was apphed to, and 
he immediately interpreted the letter, and prov- 
ed it to be a Turkifli compliment, in which after 
God and Mahomet had been invoked, in fa- 
vour of the abbe, he was informed that the 
flowers and fruits would gratify the palate and 
the fight. The truth is the queen of Spain had. 
played the abbe this trick, by caufing a petty 
trader of Aleppo, who fold jewels at the royal 
palace, to write the letter. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
0^2 LET- 
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LETTER CXXIV. 

Fram tbt King. 

m? A 1? TOR rk A M The field of bitde of Chotufiu^ 

DILAKJOKDAN, May 17, 1742. 

Cheerfully do I inform thee that 
the enemy has been well beaten. We are all in 
good health. Poor Rottemburg is wounded in 
the breaft and the arm, but it is fuppofed not 
dangeroufly. 

Adieu. Thou wilt be glad, I imagine, to 
hear this good news. My compliments to Ce- 
fario. 



LETTER CXXV. 
From M. 'Jordan. 

S I R £» Berlin, May 20, 1742* 

. The laft letter your majefty has been 
ple^fed to honour me with was ill calculated to 
infpire joy, and diffipate Englifti fpleen ; it ra- 
ther would generate the difeafe. The Auftrians 
are marching toward the army your majefty 
commands; defpair is their guide. The- fate 
of war is uncertain, and vi^ory opjy to be ob- 

tained 
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lained by wading through feas of blood/ Such 
fubjeds afford me little recreation ; I confefs, I 
know none more melancholy. We become the 
prey of Fortune, >yho is often capricious, nay 
fometimes fatal, and we rifk the lofs of that good 
which moft we love and cheriQi. But let us 
draw the curtain over this fubje<5t. 

Ginkel has received his recal, and it is faid 
will foon depart. The dutchefs is gone. The 
following lines are faid to have been written, 
by her, againft the comedy called l^Emharras 
M la Ccur. 

Pendant au croc toute philofophic, 
Pour fc livrcr aux appas de I'amour, 
Frere d^Argens fit tres-humble folic, 
Et fe rendit Pembarras de la cour. 
Sur ce fujet, jamais fa comedie 
N'a pu paraitie au coin d'un bon auteur ; 
Ni rejouir, malgre tout fon genie, 
Un public las de rire de Pa£keur *. 

I have read a pamphlet which appears to me 
ingenious enough, on the prefent ftate of Eu- 
rope. The fubjedt is allegorical. A ball is 

* Forgetful of philofophy, and yielding to the allurements 
of love, brother d'Argens humbled himfelf to folly, and be- 
came himfelf the fubjedt of his comedy. It was, therefore, 
impofiible he fhould write well, or, in defpite of his genius, 
divert the fpedators, who were weary of laughing at the 

Qj exhibited, 
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.exhibited, which is opened by your majefty 
with the queen of Hungary, who complains 
that (he is exceedingly fatigued. The duke, 
her confort, does not dance, becaufe he has 
fent for (hoes from France, by which he is 
pinched. The Dutch do not think proper to 
dance, except in the torch dance. The alle^ 
gory is further extended, but I cannot recoi- 
led the whole. 

Holland, we are told, has granted the queen 
of Hungary a hundred thoufand crowns, per 
month ; and the Engli(h have done much mpre ; 
they have voted two hundred thoufand pounds 
fterling *, 

I have becQ aflured that general Prsetorius is 
to enter the fcrvicc of Holland, where general 
officers are wanting. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

* The parliamentary grant of the year 1742^ for the aid 
of the queen of Hungary, was five hundrepl thoufand pounds 
ftcrUng. T, 
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LETTER CXXVI. 
From the King. 

Fredcrkm JorJano Salutation. The camp at ScMep, 

•^ . May 20, 1742. 

You have no doubt received the letter 
in which I informed you of our viftory, and I 
, have now the fatisfaftion further to relate that 
it was not very deftruftive to our troops, which 
renders it more agreeable to me, and allows me 
to indulge the joy of my h^art. Our advan- 
tages are complete, and the rout of the enemy, 
whom we have two days purfued, fo terrible 
that conft^rn^tion, grief, and dejeftion are uni- 
verf^l among them, and exceflive. 

No perfon of our acquaintance is dead. 
Dear Rottemburg, who is wounded, will reco- 
ver, and our flain are eftimatcd at a thoufand, 
or twelve hundred men at the utmoft. The 
lofs of the enemy is fuppofed to be between fix 
and feven thoufand. The account, which will 
appear, of what paffed preceding and after the 
battle, is drawn up by m?, and ftriftly conform- 
able to truth, 

I believe peace will foon follow, and that I 
(hall re^urn to Berlip fooner than yow ventured 

to hope, 

CL4 Bi4 
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Bid Knobelfdorf prepare my dear Charlottcn- 
burg, and finifb my opera houlc, and do thou 
lay in good ftore of pleafantry and content. 

Adieu, dear Jordan. Thau feeft I do not 
forget thee, firice I thought of thee the moment 
after viftory. Vale. My compliments to Ce- 
fario, tell him that our cavahers have fought 
like fo many Casfars. 



LETTER CXXVII- 

From M. Jordan. 

SIRE, Berlin, Mfty 22, 1742* 

I CONGRATULATE your majcfty on 
your vidtory over your enemies. The Pruffians 
are formed for conqueft, and the Auftrians to 
be conquered. Never did prince make a more 
glorious campaign. To recover a province 
from the enemy, and to gain two viftories in a 
year and a half, are the height of glory. 

Your majefty cannot imagine the general joy 
of your fubjedls. The moment the news ar- 
rived I ran to proclaim it, that it might be im- 
mediately public. I flopped people in their car- 
riages, and paffengers, to jannounce it, and 
make them participators of my joy. I found 

Tourbillon 
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Tourbillon in an ecftafy, who. immediately ex- 
• claimed at feeing me — " The king ! Tell me 
^^ fomething of this king/* 

The Bavarian fecretary, when he heard the 
news, rao to a certain perfon to hear it confirm- 
ed, and this perfon faid, with a grave and feri- 
ous air — ** The king of Pruffia has gained an 
'* en;ipire for your mafter/' — Your majefty has 
the art of making emperors, of conquering and 
^ of rendering mankind happy. 

You muft not, fire, be furprifed at the incon- 
gruity of this letter; I am in raptures, and joy, 
like drunkennefs occafioned by drinking cham- 
, pagne, overpowers the imagination by a too 
crowded fucceffion of ideas. I fancy I behold 
the king of England jealous of the aftoniOiing 
fuccefs of his dear nephew, and mortified at the 
firft tranfport of his troops. The Dutch do not 
know how to behave. 

The following verfes are fung at Paris, and 
are charafteriftic of the levity of the people. 

Par la confeil de Peminence, 
En diminuant fa depenfe, 
Louis croit foulager vos maux ; 
Confeils indecens, ^t profanes ! 
Ah ! fire, gardez vos chevaux, 
^ais defaltes-vous de vos anes. 

Que, comme un vrai foudre de guerre, 
Broglip foit arme du tonnerre ; 

On 
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On en eft furpris, ct comment 
Iladote»t-on fous la calotte ? 
Non, il ne va prccifement 
Que pour rechercher fa culotte *. 

I have the honour, to be, &c. 

LETTER CXXVIII. 
From the King. 

Vv ERE I to follow my inclination, I 
(hould fay, come hither, dear Jordan, keep me 
company, and let us reafon on the uncertainty , 
of our knowledge, and the infignificance of our 
exiftence. But, as it is a rule with me to pre* 
fer the, welfare of my friends to my own fatis- 

* ** Louis, following the advice of his eminence, imagined 
** he f hould diminifti our fufFerings by diminifhing his ex- 
** penditure. Indecent and profane advice ! Ah ! lire, keep 
•* your horfes, but rid yourfelf of your affes. 

" Let Broglio be armed, the thunder»bolt of war ! Can a 
" dotard b^ found under an abbot's cap ? — ^No, he is only 
" gone in fearch of his breeches." 

It was impoffible to tranflate thcfe lines either as poetry or 
comrtion fenfe. Their whole merit was temporary, and con- 
fifted in their allufions to perfons and things which woul4 
require a long commentary to explain. T, 

faftion. 
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fadlion, I forbear, and bid thee remain a peace- 
able citizen of Berlin, pay frequent vifits to 
Haude *, give audience to the learned in thy 
library, buy books at every auftion, and write 
to me when thou haft nothing better to do. 
Thus am I fure to be obeyed : whereas, were I 
to write to a poltroon, and invite hirn to vifit 
the army, I (hould but ilied my ink in vain. 

Poor Rottcmburg is not dangeroufly. wound- 
ed, but he fuffers much from the gravel. I 
hope that^ in a week he will be better. I have 
not yet had fufEcient calm of mind to rhyme, 
for I have continual eniployment, jmd perpe- 
tual arrangements to make. 

Our lofs in the laft battle amounts in the , 
whole to feventeen hundred men, fix officers qf 
infantry, and fifteen of cavalry ; which is not 
great for a battle fo d^cifive as that of Cho- 
tufitz. 

Farewel, friend. Defire fat Knobelfdorf 
to write me word how Charlcttenburg, my 
opcra-houfe, and my gardens behave. I am a 
child on this fubjeft. Thefe arp play-things 
with which I divert myfelf. 

You know, therefore, it is ufelcfs to rep^t 
what I think of you, Vale. My. compliments - 

* The editor of a newfpapf r. T. 

to 
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to good Monbail, Tourbillon, and little Tct- 



tau ♦. 



LETTER CXXIX. 

From M. Jordan. 
SIRE, Berlin, May 26, 1742. 

\V^E impatiently wait the arrival of a 
fecond courier with a circumftantial account of 
the battle, and we are extremely defirous of 
knowing the confequences of the purfuit. The 
vidlory is fuppofcd to be decifive, and the mprc 
glorious to your niajefty becaufe you were nei- 
ther aided by French nor Saxons, The Pruf- 
fians Jiave hitherto fupported the whole weight 
of the war, to their own honour, and have 
brought affairs to their prefent ftatc. Should 
peace be the confequence, Europe will be in- 
debted for it entirely to your majefty. While 
you are gaining vidlories, the people fing in 
France, dance at Mofcow, curfe at London, 
and caft up their accounts at Amfterdam. Co- 
medians, muficians, artifts, and painters, daily 
pafs through the city on their road to Mofcow. 
The artifts pay their refpeds to Knobclfdorf. 

* All females. T. 

The 
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The famous Valeriani has vifited him, and was. 
exceedingly pleafed with the plansl that wecc 
Ihewn him of the opera-houfe, &c- The Ita- 
lian owned the antique and the tafte of Palladio 
Were every where confpicuous. 

Inclofed are verfes by yonng Vatel, who 
waits to know his deftiny, prefeftted to het- mi- 
jefty, the queen mother, on the late viftory. 

Count Rottcmburg is here reported to be 
dead, bat this I do not believe : from the hopes 
which your majefty has done me the honour to 
infpire, I flatter myfelf he will recover. Is it 
not affli(5ing that the homage paid to fame is 
attended with fo much danger ? 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



LETTER CXXX. 

From M. Jordan. 

S I R £» Berlin, Maj 27, 1742* 

Our whole converfation here is on the 
viftory gained over the Auflrians; though this 
joy is mingled with apprehenfion, excited by 
not hearing the confequences of a battle fo glo- 
rious to your naajefty 's troops . 

The following ftory is current among the 

people. 
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people. A young man, a ftranger^ in the heat 
of the battle^ put himfclf at the head of foihe 
iquadrons, and fought with filch furprifing va- 
lour that your majefty demanded his name, that 
he might be fuitably rewarded. The youth 
would not difcover himfelf, but withdrew, and 
who he was (kill remains a fecret. Such is the 
ftory, on which the vulgar, who arc always fu- 
perftitious, make conimentaries. 

Inclofed is a fong, the humour of which will 
divert your majefty. The author does not wifti 
to be known, and it was with difficulty I could 
procure a copy. , 

The two young princes of Wirtemberg great- 
ly diverted their governor, by the exceflive joy 
they teftified when they heard of the battle. 
But, when they were informed that the count 
von Rottemburg was wounded, they began to 
weep bitterly, and deplored the misfortunes to 
which they were expofed, by the lofs of their 
beft friend. \ 

Poor KayferWng has kept his bed thefe eight 
days, to which he has been obliged by a vio* 
lent fit of the gout. He has defired me to lay 
his duty at your majefty's feet. 

I know not whether all the papers I fend 
come fafe to hand ; your majefty will, next 
week, receive the continuation of the labours of 

Hercules J, 
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Hercules, with a comedy, in wliich the portrait 
of the quarrelling philofopher * is drawn in a 
Hiafterly manner. 

An artift here has reprefented a rafe of 
flowers, in tapeftry, which is admired by all 
connoifleurs. Knobelfdorf and Pefne very much 
with your majefty could fee it, for it is a finiflied 
performance. The perfon is one of the workmen 
of the Gobelins, but poverty will not permit 
him to wait your majefty's return. Pefne labours 
affiduoufly at the platforms of Charlottenburg. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 



LETTER CXXXL 
From the King. 

Frederlcus Jordano SaltUatlon. Undated 

W^HAT I forefaw is come to pafs ; we 
have had a decifive battle, the fuccefs of which 
you ^e acquainted with, and the confequences 
are, prince Charles has evacuated Bohemia, and 
is marching toward Brunn, or Wittingau. 

* D'Argen3> a« I imagine. T. 

Rottcmburg 
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Itottemburg is recovering df his w<iunds> atid 
Our lofs is not exceifive. 

Thus is thy friend, a fecond time in the fparfe 
of thirteen months, viAorious. Who \Vould 
have faid, fome years fince, that the fcholar of 
Jordan in philofophy, of Cicero in rhctorit, 
and of Bayle in rcafon, would ad the warrior 
on the ftage of life ? Who would have imagined 
Providence had chofen a poet, to overturn the 
fyftem of Europe, and totally to change the 
political combinations of her kings ? But there 
are many events the reafon of which it will be 
difficult to affign, and this may boldly be ranked 
as one of their number ; a comet, remarkable in 
its courfe, and the orbit of which is diftinguiftied 
from that of the regular planets. 

I expeft to hear from thee with impatience. 
Write to me fully concerning my buildings, 
furniture, and dancers, and thou wilt afford me 

recreation in the midft of afTairs which, becaufe 

» 

of their importance, are become difficult and 
ferious. I read as much as I can, and aflure thee 
that, in my tent, my philofophy equals, or ex- 
ceeds, that of ^Seneca. 

When Ihall we feat ourfelves under the tall 
and peaceful beech rows of Remufberg, or the 
fuperb lime-trees of Charlottenburg ? When 
Ihall we reafon at our eafe on human follies 

7 and. 
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iftd th^ nothingnefs of man ? Thefe aire mo- 
ftiepts for which I wait with much impatience ; 
and with the more, becaufe that mari^ having 
jafted erf" ajl things, ufuglly returns to the beft. 

Adieu, dear Jordan } forget not thy friend;^ 
but preferve my remembrance in thy heart with 
nil the faith of Oreftes to Pylades. 

LETTER CX;XXII. 

Frcm M. yor/fan. 

BtR% tJndatcd. 

People are impatient to kndW wh?ife 
cffefts the laft viftory has produced. Th^ 
Leyden gazette informs us the news excited 
great confternation in England. The Dutch 
endeavour to perfuade themfelves the battle was 
not decifive, and it is added there is fome mif- 
uhderftanding between Holland and Great 
Britain* People here do not conceive the reafon 
of the cantonment. Such is the intelligence 
that by chance has efcaped the lips of mailers 
in politics, who often are as taciturn as formerly 
the difciples of Pythagoras were. 

.The reflexions your majcfty ^makes, on the 
revolutions ^vhich a fingle man may dccafion, 

\oL. IX* R - arc 
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arc equally juft and ingenious. To fpeak frank!/ 
to your majefty, thefe revolbtions have not eit- 
cited my furprife. Before I had enjoyed the 
honour of paying my court to your majefty si 
month> I was convinced you were deftined to 
accompHfli , great things. Every body was 
alarmed to fee war break out at the beginning of 
your majefty's reign, for the glory with which 
you have run the race was not forefeen. You 
have convinced Europe of your military and 
political talents, and have always (hewn your 
people that, though a mercilefs foe, you are to 
them a tender father. Your majefty, by the 
war, has proved you are not to be attacked 
with impunity, and that. you have a formidable 
army. 

The buildings pWceed rapidly. The poet 
has almoft finilhed his firft opera. The dancers 
are expeded. The ftreets are freed from beg- 
gars, and there is much fpinning done at the 
houfe of induftry. The new direftor, defirous 
of your majcfty's favour, will carefully vifit the 
houfe which is confided to his management; 
though, unfortunately for him, it ftands at th« 
end of fFilbelmS'Strafe *. 

I have the honour to be, hd 

* WilHam-Strcet. 

L E T- 
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From the King. 

ttedtmus ^ordano Salutation. '^^iF^l ^^ ^ "* 

•^ May 27, 1742. 

I PERCEIVED the Gharaftcriftics of fm- 
cere joy in thy letter, and difcovered the friend 
and the philofopher. We arc at prefent going 
into quarters of cantonment : and I imagine, 
confidering the fituation of affairs, and the advan- 
tages which the French have recently gained 
over prince Lobkowitz^ that the war is almoft 
at an end. 

Adieu, dear Jordan. As foon ajs I fhall bi 
cantoned, my letters (hall be as long as thou 
couldeft wi(h, and perhaps I may converfe with 
thee fooner than I hoped, in the new Lyceuni 
of Charlottenburg ; where I will perfonally 
affure thee that I efteem and love thee, with my 
whole heart. Fale, 
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LETTER CXXXPV. 

Frtm M Jordan. 
SIRE, Beriini Jiinfc 2, I74f* 

^ The gaz:ctfes'ali refound with the glorious 
deeds of the Pruffian army, which in hiftory 
will be ranked with the thundering legion, and 
known by the epithet invincibfe. We ate here 
told that, notwithftanding the defeat of the 
Auffrian army, Te Veum has been fung at 
Viennia. I cannot imagine this to be tru^, nor is: 
k triifhti6ned in *t*he public papers. One of the 
!Dutch journals, entitled Magajtn politique y ha^ 
riot the art of being guarded in Its expreffibris. 
The German ^cftatdr, which appears at Berlin^ 
Vepkys this joGrhal, ks it well defcrves, ih its 
own 'Corn* 

Wagers are laid concernihg the arrival of the 
tfa:nfports from Eirgfend, with tro(>ps. Some 
pretend the firft fleet is already at Oftend, and 
others the contrary. If the embarkation have 
not yet taken place, yo«r majefty's vidory may 
well impede it entirely. 

The report here is that marlhal de Belleifle 
will go to Vienna, after having been atDrefdeny 
Prague^ and tlie camp of your majefty. This^ 
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ftep gives a glimmering of peage, aod is pjeafing 
to all. 

Algarotti leaves Drefden, and returfli^ Co. Italy, 
ycry mvich difgufted with Germany* Hi? fr^endj 
believe he will turn monk. 

Tbe French, it is faid, are before Paflau^ 
People wi(h your majefty's troops to remain in- 
adlive for the reft of the campaign ; they rcfenj- 
ble a fine courfer, which ought not to be run 
out of breath. Your majefty has hitherto fup- 
ported the whole weight of the war; your 
^lies have donp nothing ; they ought now to 
pay their quota. Such is our political conver- 
fation. 

The Freemafgns have deputed me to requeft 
your majefty's permiflion to hold a procelfion, 
with mufic, on the feaft of St. John, as is prac- 
tifed in England. 1 wait your majefty's com- 
mands, that I may communicate^ (heni to the 
order. 

Cefario ftill is confined to his bed. How de- 
lightful is the hope of foon feeing your majefty, 
here ! How efficacious is its virtue oy.^r my 
jnind! 

I hav? the honour to be, ^c. 
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LETTER CXXXV, 

From the King: 

I AM fo bufy that, inflead of having my 
mind free, it is more than ever loaded. The 
two Belleiflcs, and fbme French officers, are 
here. Poor Britz has paid the debt of nature* 
I regret him much, as a brave fellow and an old 

( acquaintance* Rottemburg is out of danger. 
Thofe viftims of their country who have lately 
fo generoufly fought are moft of them conva- 

, leftent, and the furgeons give me great hopes 
of their cure* 

I know not when I fhall fee you. To fpeak 
freely, not, I prefume, before the elofe of the 
campaign. Adieu, Dive Jordane. My mind at 
this moment is neither cheerful nor heroic. 
Continue to love me, and remain perfuaded of 
, my eftcem and friendftiip. My compliments to 
^efapo, to Tourbillon, and to the architeft. 
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LETTER CXXXVI. 
From the King. 

, Fredericus Jf^dano Salutation. "^^ ^P ^^ Kuttcnbcrg 
^ June 5, 1742. 

You will, no doubt, by this time have 
been informed oiF the happy confequences of our 
viftory* The enemy has retreated to Budweis, 
where they have joined prince Lobkowitz. This 
will prove the day to be inconteftably ours ; for 
nothing fo well confirms our fuperiority as the 
flight of the enemy, and a retreat of iixteen 
German miles. ^ 

The narrative printed at Berlin, which no 
doubt at prefent is read in every cofFee-houfc 
in Europe, was written by me. I related the 
whole battle with exaftnefs and truth. The 
ftory of the ftranger is a mere fable. A fen- 
tinei*' gave rife to it, who, being vith the 
baggage, imagined he (hould find more fafety 
in fighting with others than in remaining there 
{done. 

* Un maltrc; de pofte. — I doubt whether a fentinel be meant 
^j fome officer in command, but I believe the former. T. 
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I pity poor Cefario. You moft own he i^ 
very proper to becoi^e a hufliiafid ! His flate, 
however, both of body and mind, excite^ 
my conapaflion. Rottemburg is entirely reco- 
vered, and we are here in tranquillity. I read 
much when I have nothing more ferious to 
do, and my tent infinitely rather refemhles thq 
abode of a philofopher than thre ridiculous 
tub of Diogenes, or the indecent lodge of Leib- 
nitz*. 

I have received the verfes you fent nae. 
The burlefque on Hercules appears to me triyial 
enough. I hope the comedy you promife me 
will be better. Adieu, Jordan, faithful frfend, 
and good citis^en, but whofe very prudent; 
wifdom inyents more than one means of con- 
cealing its mafter's weak fide, his attachment 
to his own fpecies, and his lov^ of the dufty 
caverns of th^ old Latian land, 

^ Leibnitz was remarkable for the floTcnly manner iq 
Trluqh he litea, Tt 
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Frmn M. Jordan. 

P I R E^ Berlip, June 5, 1742^ 

X HAVE received two letters fro#n your 
fnajefty at once, which is more honour an4 
|>lea{ure than I merit, They ferve me as reme- 
dies; ^nd are exceUent lenitives to a man who^ 
jpver fince the month of November, h^as been in 
the murderous hands of the faculty. The j uice^ 
pf my body are in a very bad ftate, as is the 
ipind prefiding over this body. I ftill have felt 
'iny heart rejoice, fince the gain of the battle, 
i^nd the revival of my hopes that we Ihould 
^gain fee your majefty at Berlin. Haude flies 
pnly with on^ wing. Francheville publiihed a 
periodical^ piper which might have become very 
interefting, but that lie is not-encouraged, and 
cannot pleafe the cenfor. My delight is in my 
library, for, while I turn over my books, I morcr 
^nd more perfuade myfelf that every thing in 
the literary world is frivolous. The only ftudy 
falutary to men is that^vhich teaches to live with 
and know each other, and which contributes to 
pur prefervation and our pleafure. Other fciences 
^ only lop^ upon as the fports of children. 
z Of 
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Of this no perfon is better convinced than your 
majefty, who, during your life, have philofo* 
phifed fo much. 

The building of the opera-houfe advances 
apace, as is the remark of every body. The 
fame may be faid of the ceilings of Charlotten- 
burg, at which Pefne works with great affiduity. 

The public has been impatient to fee a re* 
iation of the battle, printed by the court of 
Vienna ; it has at length appeared, and proves 
that the Auftrians allow they have, in due and 
good form, been beaten by the brave Prufflans. 

The count de Toerring, it is reported, will 
go to Vienna. 

God preferve your majefty ! May I have the 
confolation foon to fee you, in the fuperb and 
charming gardens of Charlottenburg ! 
I have the honour to be, &g. 
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from the King. 

Fredericus Jordano Salutation. ^he Camp of Kiittenbert, 
^ June 7, 1742. 

These curft French puU down as faft. 
a^ I build up } The emperor and the king qf 

France 
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France have well fefefted their two goflih^ to 
command in Bavaria, and who have fufFercd 
KhevenhuUer to pafs the Danube in their pre- 
fcnce. To enumerate all the niiftakes of thefc 
generals would be impoifible. -And what will 
be the refult ? The whole weight of the war wiil 
fall upon me. It is a very confolatory refledicm 
tp remember that countries have been conquered 
for others ! Prince Charles has marched toward 
. the Moldau, to attack marflial de Broglio, who 
remains at Fifauenberg. Belleifle is at Drefden, 
and the Saxons on their own frontiers. What a 
medley ! This is the moment, the crifis, for the 
prefent year. In a fortnight more, light will be 
thrown on the fcene. 

Inform me what is faid of the battle ; whether 
it excite great rumours in the world ; whether 
the people take any part in it; whether the 
^my be fuppofed capable of beating the enemy, 
. and whether it be thought 1 underftatid how to 
make war. In a word, tell me every thing re- 
lative to this fubjeft. 

Write to me fully concerning Charlottenburg,^ 
fhe park, and the opera-houfe. Let your de- 
fcriptions be copious, that my ejitcrtainn^ent, on ^ 
fubjeds fo agreeable . and amufing, may be 
(he fame. 

Heaven Hnqw§ when \ (hall converfe with 

you 



you in that charming retreat^ and talk reafoi^ 
freed from the whirl and perplexity of the world. 
I very much fear this defired moment is more 
diftant than it is fuppofed* In the mean time^ 
I read and think much. Perhaps you will find 
me morareafonable than I have been ; whether 
therefore better, is a queftion. This is a latus 

My compliments to the friend whofe body 
and heart are ill. Tell Ppllnitz I do not write to 
him becaufe I am bufy, but that his letters 
give me pleafure, and that he will do well to 
^rite often. 

I defire you will fend me a good telefcope, 
to difcover diftant objefts, and fuch as nearly 
jfuits your own fight. 

Adieu, Dive Jordane. ' Forget not the poor 

. Ixion, who, like a madman, turns the great 

political wheel of Europe ; and be certain that 

to thee I devote friendChip equal in duration 

to my own e^ifteqce. 



LET- 
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LETTER CXXXIX. 

Prim the King. 

iCbt Gtmp of Enttcnber^, Jane X0| I742f.'' 

JdORN for the arts, the Mafes* «chad j 

A feeling heart and manners mild ; 

AKvc to wit, to grandeur dead % 

By no heroic freo^es fed 5 . 

The tyrant and his flatterer's foe ; 

Propenfe idike to mirth or woe 

As each were prefent ; prone to wile 

The hours away, that fwcetly fmfle 

Oh jocund youth ; with flowers bedeckM,* 

Such as the laughing Loves coile6^. 

From C^rian ifle, where Venus reigns, 

O'er rapture's bowers and pleafure's plains i 

Unknown to care, my ipirits high, 

Sportive and gay —Thus once was 1. ' 

Alas ! Too foon Fate interposM ; 
War and Ambition foon difclosli 
Tremendous fcenes ; and with them came 
The bright fedudive phantom Fame ; 
Triumphant, haughty, hot, and daringf 
For human miferies little cariiig. 
She dazzling came, I fell before her, 
RenouQc'd my nature, vow'd t'iadorc her. 
In fearch of vidims wildly ran. 
And k)ft the better part of maif/ 

Then Glory (hew'd her hideous facc^ 
Then taught t&e maddening hand to tnU:e 
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Deflru6Uon in a fangulne flood. 
And mark her route by Teas of blood ! 
CJoreidripping wreaths her temples bound ; 
' With (hrieksy writhetf, howls,' and tortures crown'm 
Nations her facrifice (he dooms. 
And every breath fnuffs hecatombs ! 

No ! Perifh firft, me and my name^ 
Ere I aipire to Ner**s fame ! 
The blood of friends for viA'ry (hed ? 
Twould taint my board ! 'Twoiild haunt my bed ! 

Though binary's page my name might know^ 
Wkat good can hiil'ry's page beftow I 
Let but another age arrive. 
And where's the name that (hall furvive i 
Or, in Elyfium, who can hope 
He may with ancient heroes cope ? 
V We die, our memory Envy rends. 

From her dark ftabs not death defends*- 
She finds Fame's vulnerable part ; 
She finds, and ilrikes her to the heart ! 
Then happy he, from noife rfetiring^ 
Who lives unknown and unafpiiing j 
Who recklefs can when dying fay, 
*' Erafe remembrance — Hide my clay.** 

Here is morality in metre and cadence fot 
ypu, with which I hope you will b6 fatisfied^ 
I fometimes flatter myfelf I ftill (hall pafs the 
end of autumn with you at Charlottenburg, 
and reafon on the cmptinefs and nullity of all 
human events. 1 have concluded an agree- 
' ^ ment 
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ment for the femous coUedion of the cardinal 
de Polign^c, which I (hall wholly poffefs. It 
will be fcnt by Rohan to Hamburg, and will 
he an additional ornament to Charlottenburg^ 
which will afford you as much amufement as 
your library. ' . 

Encourage Francheville till my return. 

Gazette. ' 

Prince Charles of Lorraine and Lobkowitz 
have formed a junftion, paffed the Moldau, 
and have driven a flock of Frenchmen before 
them, of whom Broglio is the flbepherd. The 
Pruflians will march toward Prague, to ' bring 
the French once again into the high road, or 
to conclude peace. 

Adieu, dear Jordan. I fay nothing of the 
efteem, the friendfliip, and the fentiments of 
your humble fervant. 



LETTER CXL. 

From M. Jordan. 

SIRE, Berlin, June 12, 1742* 

I FLATTER myfelf we foon fhall have 
the honour to fee your majefty tranquilly enjoy, 

at 
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ix Charlottenburg, the fruits of your mUltary 
labours. But the letter which it has pleafed 
your majefty to fend irte feems to envy me the 
happinefs of that hope. We are told that mar- 
Ihal de Belleifle, when he (hall quit your majefty, 
will proceed to Vienna. Of the truth of .this I 
wi(h to perfuade myfelf ; it is a lenitive which 
it- is good to fwallow ; but my confounded rea-^ 
fon, the eternal enemy of my peace of mind^ 
objeds that, if the marlhal were to go to Vien- 
na, preliminaries of peace miuft, at teaft, have 
been figned. I regret poor Britz, as 1 do fo 
many other worthy people, who have fallen the 
voluntary vidims of their love of fame ! 

Report fays the enemy intends to hazard a 
fecond battle, and this is very pofitively aflerted. 
Although I do not fear him, I ftill wiffi hcf 
would remain quiet. 

It is rumoured that a yc^ng officer has beeft 

• killed in a duel, in defence of the fine eyes of 
the gallant countefs of Breflau, at hearing which 
I was furprifed. 

The mufic hall will be ready on Saturday 

- next: it reprefents Parnaffus and the Mufes. 
In a fortnight, two more wilf be finilhed '*. No 
man can be more affiduous than Pefne. 

* I imagine M. Jordan means two more rooms and not tv^o 
iBort fnuiic balls* T« 

Cefario'j 



Cefario's gout is in his hand ; in other refpefls 
he Appears to have been tolerably welj, for a 
week paft, both in body and mind. 

K * * ^ will go to her eftates in the country, 
As I believe fbe eqntinucs indifpofed. I pity 
her; to be ill, to have five daughters to marry, 
a vagabond fon^ and a man for a fon-in-law" 
whom fhe cannot difpofe of, are afflidtions . fuf-* 
ficient, 

I have received fdme jewels from your ma- 
jefty, for fale. They were fent off on the 13 d 
of May, and arrived here only on tlie 12th (of 
June). I (hall give an account of them to 
Frederfdorf, that I may not trouble your ma- 
jefty. The Freemafons impatiently wait your 
majcfty's permiffion, and lyArgens an exemp- 
tion fr6m the excife duties, for his effefts. 

I have the honour to be> &c 



LETTER CXLl. 

From the King. 

^ J ' *t J c/,.- ThcCampofKutteftkrgi 

Fredertcus jordano Salutatton^ Tune i q i l^t* 

At length I inform you of the fo long 

expefted, fo much defired, intelligence, the 

VOL. IX* S end 
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end for which war was made, the great article 
of news, in a word, the conclufion of a good 
and advantageous peace. ****** 
« ^ :»« -^ ******* * 

I give you time to breathe— -I imagine news 
fo little expefted, and fo agreeable, may hap- 
pen to incite pleafure. Let hot your joy, how- 
.cver, be indifcreet. I forbid you to mention 
it till the affair fliall become public. 

I have afted as I thought was neceffary for 
the glory of my nation ; at prefent I ad for its 
happinefs* The blood of my troops is dear to 
me; I flop up every channel of further effufion, 
which a war, carried on with barbarians, muft 
inevitably have caufed, and I (hall now, once 
more, yield to pleafures of the body, and to the 
philofophy of mind. I (hall be at Berlin to- 
ward the 15th or 2oth of July. Take care to 
be in good health about that time, and make 
provifion of whatever your mind can imagine 
mod diverting and moft agreeable. In a word, 
let me find in you the wifdom of Plato, the 
eloquence of Cicero, the docile complaifance of 
Atticus, and the aid of Epicurus. 

Adieu, moft pacific Jordan ; the Hedor thy 
friend will foon falute thee in the modeft and 
fimple guife of a philofopher. 

< LET. 
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LETTER CXLIi; 
From the King. 

Fredcriau Jordmo Salutation. Th<^Camp of Kuttcnbcrgf, 
^ June 15, 1742. 

Peace at Uft is arrived! Peace for 
which thou fo long haft fighed, to obtain which 
fo much blood has been fpilt, and of the rc- 
turi^ of which Europe began to defpair ! I know 
not what will be faid of me. I own I expeft 
to be fatirized, and to hear thofe common-jplacc 
remarks which the ignorant and the foolifh^ in 
a word, which unthinking people repeat after 
each other. But I trouble myfelf little con- 
cerning the fenfelefs jargon of the public ; and 
I appeal to all the doftors of jiirifprudence, and 
political morality, whether, after having done 
all that man could do to fulfil my engagements, 
I was under any heceffity. not to depart from 
them, when, on the one hand, I faw an ally 
who afted ill, and on the other an ally who did 
not ad at all ; and when, in addition to which> 
I apprehended, on the firft reverfe of fortune, I 
fliould be abandoned, in confequence of a clan- 
deftine peace, by the moft potent of my allies. 
I demand, whether, under circumftances in 
which I forcfaw my army ruined, my treafury 
S 2 exhauftsd, 
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exhaufted, my conquefts loft, my provinces de- 
populated, my people wretched*^ ia a word, all 
the ill fortune to whieh the chance of war and 
the duplicity of politicians expofe men ; I dc- 
ifnand, whether, in fuch a cafe, a fovereign does 
»ot ad rationally who, by fagc retreat, guard* 
againft certain fhipwreck, or evident peril ? 

Do yon aik us for fame ? Of this my troops 
tavc gained fufficient. Do you require advan- 
tage ? Conqueft anfwers the demand. Do' 
yoiT wifli veteran troops ? I appeal to the tefti- 
mony of our enemies, which is irrevocable. 
Nothing can furpafs our army in valour, force, 
patience under labour, and whatever can con- 
ftitutc invincible troops^ 

If a gamefter be thought prudent wlio> hav- 
itig thrown in feven times, quits play, how 
much more ought a warricfl* to be approved, 
who (belters himfelf from the caprices of for- 
tune, after one continued fucceflion of vidlory t 
You wiil not be the perfon to condemn me ; 
, it will be thofe ftoics, whofe aduft temperament,r 
and overheated imaginations, incline them ta 
rigid morality. My reply is, fet them follow 
their own maxims ; but that the country of ro*- 
mance is better conftituted> for fuch feverity of 
pra<5tice, than that continent which we inhabit ; 
and that, aft« all, a private peribh has very 

different 



different reafons for being an honefl: man to 
thofe of a fovcreigo. The queftion with the 
former refpeAs only his individual advantage^ 
which he ought conftantly to facrifice jto the 
good of fociety ; therefore, the rigid ofeljerViiation 
of morality, with him, becomes a duty ; for .th<? 
xuic is-—*' It wcrb better one niah ftiduW fuf^ 
^* fer than that a whole people Ihduld perifli/' 

The objeft with a foyfereign is the adtaiita^ 
of a great nation, which to promrc i^ H^ ^^^f$ 
and which to obtain he ought to facrificfe hith'- 
feif, and confequently, (till nlorei his erigage- 
mcnts, when they begift to bppdft'the \trelfari? 
pfhispcoplb. 

Such is what I have tti fay tb you, of ivhich 
you may make ufe in time and place, in cbhi- 
p^nies and conyerfations, without reiilarking 
tb^ peace is concluded. 

Prefs I^^nobettdorf trf firiifli Chariottehburg^ 
for it i$ my intention to paft nilich ot my time 
there* 

^ Adieii, dear Jordan. Ddubt ncJt of the tcn^ 
der friendfliip I have had, have, and fliall have, 
;<? fhc laft breath of life, 
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LETTER CXLIII. 
From M. Jordan. 

SIRE, BcrUn. June iS, 1742« 

From your majefty's letter, 1 perceived 
you were for from fatisfied with the French." 
They have committed a great blunder, with 
refpeft to the corps under Khevenhuller. Tho 
Leipfic gazettes fay they have been beaten by; 
the Auftrians. Your majefty commands me ta 
inform you of the thoughts of the public, oa 
ihc prefent date of affairs. As I am unac* 
quainted with difobedience^ I (hall fpeak on 
the fubjeft with all that franknefs to which my 
mind is prone, and fcrupuloufly report the dif* 
ierent rumours. > 

Your majefty may be affured of one thing, 
yrhich is that, in general, the French are not 
beloved. It is- witli pain that they are feen in. 
the heart of Germany, there to fpread difotder^ 
and afterward to fifti in troubled waters. Nor 
has your majefty*s ^liance with France been re- 
garded with pleafure ; for it is aflerted the in- 
tereft of that nation is to fee your majeft/s 
power enfeebled. Men prefume, as the French 
have only fent very bad troops into Germany, 

5 they 



they have not, from the commencement of the 
Var, done any thing in fupport of their allies ; 
and that the whole burthen has been borne by 
;your majefly. 

Add to all this, many people imagine your . 
majcfty will dupe the cardinal, whct is not fo 
far advanced as he fuppofes himfelf to be. The' 
moft refined politicians, affirm your majefty 
might gain greater advantages by an alliance 
with Holland and England ; which powers 
w^ould grant whatever your msgefty fhould 
pleafe to afk, would you be of their party. 
Your majefty is compared to a beauty, whom 
all the world courts, and who has a right to fell 
her favours at a very high price. 

Such, on the faith of an honeft man, is thc^ 
quinteffence of what I have very long heard. 
My anfwer has always been, in the words of 
madamede Sevigne, we cannot judge of events, 
unlefs we know the bottom cards of the pack. 

The laft vi<5lory has gained your majefty great 
honour. All accounts of h vaunt of the intre- 
pidity which you on that occafion difcovered ; 
and furprife is excited by the talents of your 
majefty in the military art. The people tefti- 
fied great joy, at the news of this vidtory ; and, 
if there be a reafon which leads them to wifh 
your majefty's return, it is that they may no 
S 4 longer 
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longer fee you cxppfed to the dangers qf 
war. 

I have fent you telefcopes of e^rery kind ; 
your majefty will have the goodnefs to phoofq 
that which beft (hall pleafc you, and to rcturi> 
me the others. It w^s with great difRculty I 
could obtain them. 

The tapeftry weaver, whoip I had the honour 
%q mention to* your majefty, and who l^s exe- 
cuted the beautiful vafe of flowers of which \ 
fpoke, waits the decifion of his fate* 

May God preferve your majefty's health, an4 
foon bring you among us ! Had I any faith in 
the efficacy of prayer, I would even fell my 
books, that mafles might be faid i nor would \ 
fvcr quit tlW altar. 

I have the, honour to bp, &c* 



LETTER CXUV. 

From the King. 
The Camp of Kuttenbei^» June iS, 1742. 

X HE palm of peace to dread alarm givc9 refpite* 
In olive groves we fmiling pile our arms. 



JJo more is heard the fanguinary found 
Pf timbaly claiion ibriUyor (hputin^ fo^t 
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Tliofe fields which late, by rage^ with blood of jman^ 

.Carnage, and death were fuUied, foon fhall laugh. 

With com, and wine, and oil, abundant crown'd. 

The warrior brave, wiipfe tyrant's int'reft t3/b 

Him enemies upraia'd^ or. iieeming fuch, 

Shall with the w^urri^r live in brotherhood : 

Performing gentle a^8 of coultefy 

To him agaifift whofe life, but yefterday, 

In rage^ ,be reared his hand. Death bears I Again 

The brand of Difcoitd, vainly feizing, fhakes. 

And, there to wait new criines, once more th' AUiorrent 

Spedlre plunges, down to his native hell i 

Come then, oh Peace 1 Witb garlands never fading 
Come^ prodigal in charms, with bleffings ftor'd. 
To heal earth's wounds, and dry her fcalding t^ars j 
Ah I World accursM ! Infatuated man 1 
JJot even thou, oh Peace ! AH lovely as thou art | 
In good exhauJUefs ! No, till thou haft chas'd 
The monfters Av'rice and Ambition hence, 
{Dread warfare fgr a form fo fpft and fair ! ) 
^ot thou canft fix on earth thy fure abode I 

My mufe, occafionally growing warm, has 
juft produced thefe verfes. My imagination 
ftill catches fire, at intervals, when the affairs 
with which I am often overloaded will permit. 

It is at Charlottenburg that I hope again to 
meet my Apollo ; though care and age muft 
greatly diminifh ardour. Should I find that 
tjie god has totally forfaken me, I will then ad- 
(did myfelf t;o eloquence and morality. We 
jvill pafs many happy days, or, at leaft, rational 

2 days 
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days together. That is to fay, we will nave 
difputcs not a few. 

Sagdy rccKn*d, in orange groviw. 
We'll laugh at Folly, while (he rovct 
In feasch of blifsy that flies foagile^ 
And is, when caught, fo very fragile : 
At madmen, fadmen, wifenien, ftatefmeirf 
Him who admires, or him who hates men. 
Your philo, and your mifanthrope. 
Who feed in figure, bleed in trope; 
At cuckolds, and at cuckold-'makers ; . 
At merry play'rs, fad undertakers.} 
At beaux, and clowns, lank hair and curl'd » . 
At all the whimfies of the world, ! 

On bank or bench, on flool or throne. 
Careful to not forget our own. 
Yes, Jordan, we will laughing blame 
AH, and the firft of foUiee — Fame* 

Infulting forc^rcfs f fhadow bright ! 
Ah, wherefore rife to haunt my fight ? 
I weep, and wlcw thofe fatal charms 
For which I fct the world in arms. 
From dreams that bid remembrance ach^ 
Like fbme poor lunatic, I wake I 
Review my frenzy, fland aghafl ; 
Amaz'd at madnefs now 'tis paft I 
To virtue turn, and hope to find 
Some folace for my wounded mind I 

Adieu, dear Jordan. Of all your admirers, 
1 am the leaft of a flatterer ; and, of all your 
friends, the raoft fincere. 

LET- 
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LETTER CXLV. ' 
From M. Jordan. 

SIRE, Berlin, June 19, 1 742. 

1 CONFESS to your majefty that, fincc. 
Saturday laft, my body has undergone a moft 
agreeable cietamorphofis. I feel no more 
pain ; I look no more with jaundiced eyes ; 
and my foul is exempt from fear. Peace con- 
cluded, and the coiiedtion of cardinal dc Polig- 
xiac purchafed, are events which Englifti fplecn 
itfelf could not withftand ! 

People report that- the minifter von Pode- 
wils is gone to Vienna. I know not on what 
grounds this falfe intelligence is circulated* 
One thing I well know which gives me inex- 
preffible joy, and that is that your majefty hasi 
glorioully concluded the race which you glori- 

' cully began. What a charming page in hifto- 
ry will the conqueft of Silefia be ! 

Inclofcd is a letter anonymoufly written !• 

' Toufbillon, the author of which Che vyould give 
any thing to difcover. I requefted a copy from 
her, which flie had the cdmplaifance to fend me, 
and which I thought it my duty to communi*- 
cate to your majefty* You will have the good- 

ncfs 
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nefs not to mention the affair. Other pieces 
arc added wb^ch may afford your majefty 
^mufement. 

My prefent occupations will jiot fuffer me to 
anfwer the charming lines of your majefty. 
Thefc occupations I venture to affure you will 
be daily multiplied. At one moment I have a 
profeffor to place; at the next I am to take 
care jhat no beggar in the ftrcet, in dcfpite o( 
famine or extreme t^iirft, (hall intercept the 
walk of the citizen 5 then again I muft fign falu- 
tary orders, which have juft b^en iflued by the 
grand French council*; and prefently muft 
proceed on foot, a truly apoftolic mode of tra- 
velling, to vifit paupers who ;n the morning 
bav? bceh taken fron^ fome public place -f. 
He, who is affaulted by fo many troubles at 
once, may well groan, under the weight of hi^i 
affairs, 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

♦ A chamber to which the affairs of all the French rcf^» 
rees, and colonies^ were committed. T. 

f Beggars taken up during the ^oiirfe of the day, as J 
^uppofe. T^ 
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LETTER CXLVL 
From the King. 
The Camp of Kutteal^ergy June 20, 174^* 

UF thy do6iors I prithee get rid ! 
Let the rabble 

Their gabble, 
And their pills. 
Swallow, to cure their ills* 
But good fenfeand reafonfuch remedied f&i^di 
^Vhatthou! Of fceptics the firft ! 
Drink poiibn and burft i 

Thou! 
Mocking vulgar errqr^ 
Credulity*8 terror, 
Yet faith in phyfician avow ? 
Well mayft thou be fick ! 
Yes, in ttlith, I muft own, 
Humait reafon is a bone 
I cannot pick ! 
To-night a finner, to-morrow a faint. 

Or by moonlight holding quaint 
Confabulation with hobgoblin and fprite ! 
All this may be vety riglit. 

With the herd; 
Bnt, once more I declare, 
1 cannot but ftarc 
When fuch follies bob out of a worfhipful beard ! 

I hope, with all your wifdom, you will really 
be cured of your erroneous feich in phyficians. 

Depend 



n 
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Depend upon it they underftand nothing, oi' 
next to nothing, of the healing art. I would 
rather employ a juggler to teach me philofophy 
than a phyfician to reftorc me to health. I am 
very glad that Cefario recovers. * I flatter my- 
felf I (hall foon fee you all. People daily de- 
part from this place to return home. 

Adieu, dear Jordan, Do not forget your 
friends, and love me ever. 



LETTER CXLVIL 
From the King. 

Frederleus Jordano Salufation. Kuttenber^, June 23, 1 742. 

Jl EACE was yefterday proclaimed, with 
drum and trumpet. I hope the news will give 
you as much pleafure as the firft time it was an- 
nounced. 

Inform me circumftantially of the public opi- 
nion on the fubjeft, and do not conceal any 
part of the pifture. 

The day after to-morrow I (hall depart for 
Kolin, whence we (hall march to Chlumctz, 
and from Chlumetz I (ball take poft for Glatz, 
where I (hall arrive on the 28th, and fiiall 
make fome ftay there, to regulate military mat- 
ters. 
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ters, refpcding the fortificatiofts, and fuch ci*il 
affairs as relate to adminiftration and the laws^ 
I (hall thence depart for Neifs, where, in like 
manner, rihall regulate the repairs of that fort- 
refs, and whatever has any connexion with the 
new arrangements which I am obliged to make 
for Upper Silefia.. I (hall leave this place for 
' Brieg, dill continuing to fortify. On the 4th 
of July, I (hall be at Brellau, where I (hall re- 
main till the 9th, when I fhall depart for Glo- 
gau, once again to fortify. On the i ith I (hail 
go to Frankfort, and on tiie 12th, at noon; 
your very humble fervant will have the honour 
to pay his refpefts to you. Do you and Poll- 
nitz depart, in the afternoon, for Charlotten- 
• burg ; and Cefario likewife, if health and love 
will -permit. 

Such is my itinerary, and the hiftory of what 
I (hall do from the 23d of June to the 12th of 
July, inclufive. 

I return you thanks for the eyes you have 
fcnt me, for fuch they really are to a blind 
man, like me. Adieu, dear Jordan. My head 
is dizzy with the bufinefs which I have expe- 
dited this day. 

My compliments to Pollnitz. Do not for- 
get me, dear Jordan ; and tell Tourbillon that 
her hufband iias appointed us. a field of battle 

on 



0n which it is impoffible to fight, for want rf 



room. 



Letter cxlviii. 

Frotn M. Jordam 
S I R Ey ' Berlin, June 33, 174^1/ 

Jt* Olt feme days pad the public conver- 
fation is all concerning the peace, t know 
not where the report originated, but it is faid 
your majcfty has iffued orders from ^hich it 
could not but infallibly be conjeftured. Thus? 
the guards are on their march to Ruppin, and 
neceflary arrangements are taken for t|ie re- 
giments returning from the army, Thofe are 
CTcn named that are to be garrifohed at Ber- 
lin ; and your majefty, it is affirmed, will be 
at Breflau on the 25th, with numerous other 
like particulars. 

The laft letter' your majefty was pleafed to 
fend me deferves to be engraved in brafs ; no- 
thing can be more rational; it would (land 
confpicuous in the writings of Julius Caefar and 
Cicero ; it has enraptured me. Your majefty's 
proceedings bear their own juftification. Alli- 
ances are like cQntradts, which arc no longer 

valid 



€0RRES?6NDlENCfe. 473 

Valid when the contradting parties do not reci- 
procally fulfil the conditions. Good fenfe and 
natural right are, and will be, the apologifts of 
that conduct which was formerly purfued by the 
great eleftor, with refpeft to France. Befide, 
do not moralifts generally allow that we ar^ 
authorifed to commit a little evil, to avoid a 
greater ? I defy the moft rigid cafuifts to be 
able rationally to controvert the, reafons alleged 
by your majefty in your letter. 

When I confider the different events, coUeft- 
ively, which have happened fince the death o( 
the emperor, they appear to me all to have con- 
curred to the glory of your majefty. The king^ 
of Pruffia, who was fuppofed to be wholly oc- 
cupied by pleafure and reading, was the firft to 
make head againft a formidable power, at a 
moment when he was'leaft expefted fo to adt. 
Europe was ftruck by the temerity of the at* 
tempt, but the battle of Molwitz, and the cap- 
ture of cities, foretold fuccefs. There was not 
a power that did not endeavour to gain over 
the .youthful conqueror of Silefia. France wag 
the fuccefsful candidate, and flie imagined her- 
felf in fafety. Under the happy aufpices of 
that alliance, the ek<9:or of Bavaria was placed 
on the imperial throne, and obtained the crown 
bf Bohemia by the valour of the Pruffian troops, 

VOL. IX. T and 
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and th€ negotiation of France, The Auflxians^ 
by a fortunate but unforefeen blow, recover af- 
ter their fall ; the king of Pruffia, jealous of 
this kind of fame, humbles them, once more, 
by new viftory ; his conquefts, which time did 
but increafe, and his fortunate fuccefs, to be 
ftrengthened and confirmed, required he (hould 
abandon his allies, whofe furtive proceeding! 
denoted intentions but little favourable to the 
glory of the houfe of Brandenburg. Thefe al- 
lies immediately are abandoned without dread 
of their puiffance, which is thus enfeebled, and 
by which their projedis are fuddenly deranged. 

This pifture, which my imagination paints 
better than my pen, is continually prefent to 
my mind, nor can I banifli it from my fancy. 

Harper has been invited to Mofcow, by the 
emprefs of Ruflia. M. de la Chetardie has 
written to him on the fubjeft, which letter I 
have feen ; but Knobelfdorf has perfuaded hina 
from purfuing his intentions. 

The ballet-mafter is arrived, and the female 
iancer Roland, with others. They are hard at 
work at Charlottenburg, where I have lately- 
been. I found architeAs there, who came from 
Drefden to form their tafte. This flattered my 
vanity, though I know not why. 

I have the hoaow to be, &c. 

LET- 



LETTER CXLIX. 
From the King. 

The Camp of Kuttcfiberg, , 
Frederktu Jwdano Salutation^ , where L fhall not long 

remain. June 24, 1 742. 

We are on the eve of departure, and 
about to evacuate Bohemia, in which our offi* 
cers have recruited their purfes and their com- 
panies, where we have beaten the Auftrians, 
and out of which I could have driven them, had 
I not preferred the prefervation of Pruffian 
blood to the vain glory of overwhelming an un- 
fortunate woman, and a ruined country. Un- 
der aufpices like thefe I re-enter Pruffia,^ where 
nothing (hall interrupt that order which awaits 
on peace, nor difturb the public tranquillity, 
unlefs it be the violence and audacity of my 
neighbours. I am not infenfible to the appro- 
bation you beftow on my condudt ; and I hope 
the thoiightlefs changeable multitude will, at 
leaft, begin to acquire fome confidence in me, 
land will not think me fo ferifelefs as they ac- 
cufed me of being, at the commencement of 
the war. 

The capacity of a man cannot be eftimatcd 

in a week, efpecially his capacity for public bu- 

T a finefs. 
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fiaefs* The world is unacquainted with fecret 
fprings; it obtains crude ideas, is blinded 
by falfe prejudices, credits reports that have 
tto foundation, and, ,©n frivolous fuppofitions, 
ercds a fyftem which it takes much amifs tha; 
government does not follow. But, if tht falfc 
fteps which a politician would commit, who 
ftiould blindly adhere to the world's advice, 
were to be compared with the various windings 
of the perfons who regulate affairs^ the grofi ^ 
errors into which the firft would fall will foon 
be feen ; and the conduft of the governor will 
appear to be a rational and confiftent plan. As 
the majority of men, however, are not reafon- 
able, it is impoffible they fliould conceive fen* 
timents wlaich require the efforts of good fenfe ; 
or that they ftiould properly eftimate the con- 
duct of thofe with whofe projefts and means 
they are unacquainted. 

It is vexatious that the aftions of ftatefmen 
fhould be fubjefted to the criticifm of fo manjr 
judges, who are fo ill qualified as are thofe dbr 
cifive gentry whom indolence, and a fpirit of 
detraftion, render politicians. But thefe arc 
not the leaft of the difagreeable things which 
men, like me, devoted to the fervice of the 
ftate, have to encounter. 
It is pleafant to hear you complain of your 

care? 
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cares becaufe you have the infpeiftion of fomc 
twenty beggars. I have millions to guide and 
feed, yet I make no complaints. But you arc 
idle, and have only lately difcovered that the 
bufinefs of ParnafTus may be difpatched with 
greater eafe than the government of fociety. 

I believe the verfes of the Pomeranian to 
madam Morrien are by Manteufel. I do not 
know very well what they mean ; but 1 have 
admired the turn of the epifode, at the bottom 
of the letter. I even believe madam Morrien 
has written that paflage herfelf, as a vehicle to 
acquaint me with things which (he wilhes 1 
fliould know. 

The verfes on the afs are wretched ; thofe to 
count Podewils are common-place ; but thofe of 
the fawn are charming. 

I have received a delightful epiflle from 
Greffet, with which I will regale you on my re- 
turn. 

Peace in Bohemia, and the coUedtion of the 
cardinal, were neceffary to change your fqualid 
and Good-Friday face, and impart to it the open 
cheerfulncfs of content. Your joy is extreme ; 
but I pity you, with all my heart, when I fee 
you feeking happinefs any where but in felf- 
approbation. 

After this moral hint I dare not fay more^ 
T s but 
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but in the mean time receive thofe proteftations 
of fincere efteem, and the fentiments with whicli 
I am, &c. &c. &c. 



L E T T E R CL. 
From tb€ King. 

FreJericus Jordano Salutation. Glatz, June 18, 1742. 

Hi ARK thee, friend Jordan, I have too 
much to do here, too much fortification, juftice, 
and military oeconomy, to write long letters. 
I muft fpeak to thee more fully at Berlin. 
Adieu. Thy German poetry is Hebrew to me. 



LETTER CU. 

From M. Jordan. 

5 I R E, Berlin, June 30, 1742, 

Your majelly treats phyficians fevere- 
ly. They certainly, in all they do, can but 
grope in the dark ; the land in which they tra- 
vel is all obfcurity; nature is little known to 
them ; yet are there fome who by their abilities 
4re able to prevent dapger. No man is^ more 

ufeful 
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ufcful in a country than a good furgcon. Were 
I a monarch, I would certainly procure the beft 
in Europe. 

I have had the honour to entertain your ma- 
jcfty with the difcourfe of the public, concern- 
ing ;he great and interefting news of peace. 
Your majefty may reft allured of one thing, 
which is that the joy is univerfal. To fee the 
cardinal difappointed in his views, and his de- 
figns overturned, gives peculiar pleafure. There 
is but one voice on the fubjedt. 
. Peace is to be proclaimed here, this morn- 
ing ; I am preparing to aflift at the ceremony, 
and fhall have the confolation to be a witnefs 
of the tranfports of the people. 

Tourbillon cannot comprehend what field of 
battle her hufband has appointed on which it is 
impoffible to fight ; the riddle is certainly an 
ingenious one, and to us wholly unintelligible. 

Your majefty's refleftions, on the wavering 
and thoughtlefs opinions of the people, are ex- 
cellent : yet their inconftancy may be fixed ; to 
efFeft which your majefty knows the art. There < 
is a certain manner of taking them by furprife, 
which is fure to incite their admiration. They 
have been charmed by the fortunate fuccefs of 
the campaign ; but, as this fuccefs feemed to re- 
move the wilhed for moment of peace, they 
T 4 yielded 
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yielded to their fears ; and now this moment it 
arrived when it was leaft expeftcd, and your 
majefty has accompliflied it by means which 
fcarcely could have been forefeen. This is, in-^ 
deed, to take the wofld by furprife. 

Your majefty wrongs me, if you think mp 
capable of complaining of the employment 
which the direction of the houfe of induftry af- 
fords me ; I have but one purpofe to accom- 
plifti in this world, to which I am ever ready to 
facrifice every thing, and that is to demonftrate 
my perfect devotion to your majefty's fervice ; 
^nd, (hould you think me capable, to render 
myfelf ufeful to my country : my mind, occa- 
fionally fubjeft to a ftate of indecifion, never 
varies oi;i this point, 

1 have the honour and happinefs to be, &c. 



LETTER CLIL 

From the King. 

frederlcus jfordano Salutailon. Neifs, July i, 1 742, 

I HAVE been much diverted with your 
letter, relative to the opinions of the public. 
Neither I nor any perfon here knows any thing 
df the magazine you mentioned. The verfes. 

of 
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of Francheville are languid and dull ; there is 
little point to the tale ; in a word, he does not 
excite laujghter, and, therefore, I condemn. 

You fee, by the places from which I date my 
letters, I continually approach you; and you 
perceive how events fucceed each other, I am 
crafting great works here. This place Is to be- 
come the barrier of the ftate, and the fafeguard 
of my new conquefts. I hence difpatch new 
regulations for the province, fettle claims, and 
arrange the government, which is, perhaps, in 
4iforder as great as that of thefe claims. 

In fine, I intend to be at Berlin on the i ath, 
and there verbally repeat all that olio of tender- 
nefs and proteftations which we make to our 
friends, when it is long fince we have met. 



LETTER CLIIL 
From the King. 

JFrtderlcus Jordano SahUatton. Breflau, July 5, 1 74^, 

This is the laft letter I (hall write you 
on my journey. I have wholly finiftied my taik, 
anddifpatched my affairs, and am returning to my 

' country 
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country with the confolation of not meriting 
fclf reproach, in what concerns her intereft. 

You will find me more than ever a philofo- 
pher, and rather in pradlice than fpeculation. 
1 have had mucn to do fince I have feen you, 
and have had my head fo dizzy with work that 
I return thanks to God for being freed from it; 
for it has been fufficient to turn the brain of an 
honeft man. Prepare to philofophife copioufly 
in the charming groves of Charlottenburg. 

Adieu, dear Jordan. On the 12th I will 
iay more. 



LETTER GLIV, 

From M. Jordan. 

S I R E» Berlin, September 8, 1741. 

1 AND D'Argens have heard Franchc- 
ville declaim the firil canto, and a part of 
the fecond, of the War of Silefia. There arc 
many paflages of which I can affure your ma- 
jefty Voltaire himfelf would be vain. We have 
been really divc;rted by the enthufiafm with 
which he recites his poetry;, and I could not 
help obferving, from his ftrange manner and 
gefticulation, that, though he might write lik* 
4 an 
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an angel, Satan himfelf could not be a worfc 
reader. 

It is whifpercd that fome regiments have re- 
ceived orders'to march. This I cannot believe, 
though it is only, perhaps, becaufe I am a lover 
of peace. But who would not fo be ? 

I (hall have the honour to pay my refpefts to 
your majefty, at Potf^ana, according to the 
commands which you have been pleafed to give 
me. i anticipate my pleafure; for I am in- 
formed that the waters and baths of Aix have 
produced marvellous efFefts, on the precious 
health of your majefty. 

Two days ago, all the foreign ambafladors 
went to vifit the royal palace of Oranienburg ; 
and, I am told, lord Hyndford could not fuffi- 
ciently admire the beauty of its fituation, and 
that he[was afflifted at the misfortune of the de- 
ftruftion of the garden. Speculators reafoa 
much on the union which feems to reign be- 
tween the ambaffadors of the various* courts. 

An engraving has been made, at Paris, from 
the laft portrait which Pefne has painted of 
your majefty, and I can difcover but little re* 
femblance in the engraving. Beneath it are 
the four following lines, written by the cheva- 
lier de Neufville^ 

4^9 
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S^ilfiaparfa natffance mi frSne defimi^ 
Les droit f defes vertusfont4Is mohu legitimes T . 
Hires dans Us aSlonsj biros dansfes tuaximes^ 
Jl eft roipbllofophey etfildat covrontU ''' * 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



LETTER CLV. 
From the King. 

Tr^lcus Jordam SduOi^. SeptmbcrTi, 174^. 

1 HAVE received and read the firft canto 
of the Silefian poem, which is too bad for me 
to fay more concerning it, and the praife in 
which is too extravagant for me to fufFer it to 
be printed. I hope the opera will fucceed bet- 
ter. The poet, at leaft, has been informed of 
my ideas on the fubjeft. 

I have many affairs to regulate here, which 
may prolong my flay fome days. I am writing 
fome verfes, but I am too often diflurbed to 

♦ Though born to reign, 

His claim to virtue fufFers no diminution. 

A hero in axiom and in zB. \ 

He is both king and philofopher. 

And wields, with equal eafe^ 

The fceptre and the fwordr / 

write 



« CaRK£S?OKDBNCS. 2Sj 

write well. The buds of cardinal de .PolignaCt 
and the fingers, will foon arrive at Berlin, I 
flialltake plcafure in both; but more ftill in 
meeting my dear Jordan In good humour, and 
full of that content of mind which fits fo well 
on every man, and particularly on philofophcrs* 



LETTER CLVL 
Fr4>m the King^ 

1 HAVE received the letter which the 
erudite, the charitable, the theological, the im.- 
peccable, and the politic Jordan has written, 
and am exceedingly diverted with public ru- 
mour, in which an indolent and malignant mul- 
titude is generally careful that I fliould play my 
part. I (hall foon have finiflied my SilefiaA 
tour, where I met with infinite employment. I 
kave difpatched more bufinefs in eight days than 
the commiflions of the houfe of Auftria Im*?^ 
terminated in eight years ; and I have been ge- 
nerally fuccefsful. My head, at prefent, is full 
tif nothing but cakuiations and figures; but I 

4 ' ihaU 
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(hall empty it of them all, on my return, to make 
room for fubjefts more feleft. 

I have written verfes, which I have loft; I 
have begun ito read a book, which has beea 
burnt ; I have played upon a harpfichord, 
which is broken ; and I have rode a horfe, 
which is lamed. To finifti the pidure, I have 
but to fee you pay the friendlhip I have for you 
with ingratitude. Fale. 



LETTER CLVII. 

From the King. 

Undated. 

What Hiall I fay to thee, except that 
thou writeft verfe like TibuUus, and thinkeft 
Jike Scarron? I hear your learned lyre vibrate 
in praife of the immortal Anacreon ; but the 
pleafures he fung were much lefs indolent than 
thofe of your Apollo. — Why, notwithftanding 
your foibles, do you pretend to the cold wifdom 
of an auftere fon of Plato ? For this you will 
get no thanks. You may martyr yourfelf, by 
abftinence in this world, but will never obtain 
the crown of martyrdom in the next. What a 
gloomy manner is this of fpending life I ..For 

my 
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toy part, I follow the laws of Epicurus, and 
never rcfufe plcafure, I affed not to be vaia 
<£ prudence wjiich I do not poffefs ; nor do I 
vaunt of the follies of which I am guilty. ' 

Adieu. I am going to wrjt,e to the king rf 
France ; to compofe a fob ; to invent verfes for 
Voltaire ; to change the army regulations ; and 
to do a thoufand things of the fame kind. 



LETTER CLVIIL 

From the King^ 

Potfdam, May j, 1 741* 

JLiIKE a prophet, I believed 
You'd the comet foretel ; 
And of its birtli ; 
And of the manner in which it would come> 

Swallow tl|e earth. 
And fwetir 'twas an excellent fugar p|uizd> : 
Or in frolkkfbme fit. 
With its tail give a hit. 
And, in a certain time given^ 
Whiilc us up to heaveni 
Or whirl us down to helL 
Pm deceived. 
FuU 
Of a t9le of a cock and a buHlp 
You amufe 
J^e with newt 
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Which I fhould undcrftand as fooa 

As would the man in the moon ! 

But pray behave like a folemn iir» 

And write me a volume^ fir. 
To inform the world, if this rafcal. 
With the hairy chin, 
Should immaik all 
His red hot ball batteries upon the poor earthy 

Till flie bufft in the girth. 
What is to become of my good town of Berlin. 

Endeavour to diffuade Pefne from his emi- 
gration. He is a madman who will foon be 
paid^ and who, after having lived thirty years 
at Berlin, has not yet been able to correft him- 
felf of the inconftancy and levity of his nation. 

I have to-day taken rhubarb, of which I had 
great need. If the comet will give you leave, 
do you take fome likewife. I will not aik you 
to come here, for I (hould be in defpair to fee 
you here againfl your inclination. Adieu* 



LETTER CLIX. 

From the King. 

yordanmantOi Potfdam, May 12, 1743* 

Y E S ! Friend you call yourfdf I Why ,truc-- 

There is no bettei* 

To black letter J 

Rui&a 
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Ruffiaorvellum, 
And thofe who fell *em ; 
Red morocco or blue ! 
Then yott are in love too! 
And with whom ? 
Perhaps With fiunething human, twice a year« 
But, it doth appear. 
Your conftaht flame 
Is the hideous dame 
Hypochondria !-^Sucii is you^ doom I 
Would the muft, 
Anddufty 
I Ofyour books would bKnd you! 
That is to lay, mind you>. 
Ify when blind. 
Your excellency would be fp kind 
As to come to Potfdain, where 
You Ihould be the firft fool in the fair. 
Yes indeed, fir, with incenfe we would fmokc you. 
And invoke yott, 
And of due right follow 
You, as our Apollo I 

That is to fay, thou (halt have the privilege 
fo to be. But it is all loft labour ; while thy 
library fhall exift, it will be impoffible to draw 
thee from Berlin ; and, as I have perceived it 
gave thee pain, I have reliaquHhed the defirc 1 
had to fee thee. Adieu. 
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LETTER CLX. 
From the King^ 

Potfdamj June 27, 1743V 

VV H AT I TrcmbHng ftill, good ftar-infpeAor, 

At this red, blazing-bearded Heftor ? 

YouVe fure he's coming \ Him HesCv'n confound ! 

Well, if we muft be drownM, 

Or like fucking pig lingM, fcalded, and roaftcd, 

I own that you, whom the Mifs Mufes court all^ 

More even than they did La Neuville, 

Who, in his zeal. 

Such fine words did fifli up, 

To difli up 

A Bifhop, 

And render him immortal, 

You, in tlie flower of. your age. 

So leam'd,^fo good, fo fage, 

^^ofe knowledge is lamplighter to the fcho6ls, 

The hufband of every wh — , the father of all fools,- 

Hi^h-prieft of the town-fpital, 

I own ^twere pity you fhould yet be toafted ! 

As for me, 

I agree. 

The lofs to the wbrtd would be but little, 

. If young frenetic reformer, han't 

The fame plea! 

Voracious as your cormoranty 

I, in my zeal, 

tVould have made but one meal 

Of all the old fyftoaag which Jew, 
jj Egyptian, 
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Egyptian, or Phxniciap philofopher 

Did promulgate ; 
Whether feptuagint or rulgate ; 
And which our good Topinamboo 
Crcat-grandfathers did fo revere and gloft orer I 
I have defied fire and flame ! 
Therefore of me, wretched finner ! 
Should Mr. Comet make a dinner, 
I confefs he would not be greatlj to blame. 

At lead thou feeft I do myfelf juftice ; and 

that, though I know thy merit, I have ftill 

virtue enough to cfteem and love thee, without 

jealoufy. Voltaire, I believe, will quit France 

entirely. Adieu. 



LETTER CLXI. 
From the King. 

Potfdam# July 12, i743^ 

4 ARIS and beauteous Emily no more ' 
Shall pfoudly triumph o*cr 
Our poor Berlin ! 
At length wife win 
Him whom, in ftrange negleft, 
Pull Boyer and th* Academy rcjeft ! 

Hither he comes, not knowing where 
Better to go, the fam'd Voltaire 1 

U a laughter 
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Langbter (haU (hake 
And cry. Hold! Myfidetachc! 
Wlule with iatiric venom he 
Shall Boyer bite^ and jpurd at Maupeitttis« 

He will foon arrive, for I have fent hitn a 
paflport for horfes. I have been as reftlcfs and 
as noify as a ghofl: in an uninhabited caille, fince 
I have been deprived of thy company. I can 
fend thee no news from the republic of letters, 
except that Mauclerc is no longer at Stetin, that 
the Pomeranians are illiterate, and the people of 
Rheinfberg are little better, fince Stephen Jordan 
has left them ; but that in revenge the cherries 
are better there than formerly, and that merqly 
becaufe the air was become too foporific, by the 
Greek and Latin fumes which iflued from a 
certain chamber, of a certain fcientific gentle- 
man, who was greatly addidted to ftudy. Adieu. 



LETTER CLXIL 
From the King. 

rr$dmais JorJano Sabitatum. lixi^^l^i^ 

Send for fifteen different kinds of 
Marieilles figs for me, in all four hundred fig 
trees, covered, and fit to bfw firuit this year. 

IwiQi, 
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I wi(h, however, for more of the green fig than 
of the others* I likewife want three hundred 
vine {hoots> fuch as may bear fruit the fecond 
year. The latter may be fent; this winter, care- 
folly packed up. I (hall, befide, fend thee a 
lift of other Provengale rarities, which I wifli to 
have.- . 

I have written an article for the Berlin ga?:ette, 
in which Potier is defamed in a choice manner. 
I have already fent for another ballet mafter, 
and I certainly (hall have one lefs mad, for it is 
impo(Eble he (hould be more fo than Potier. 
I am very well pleafed to be rid of fo eccentric 
a fellow, though I am forry that Roland is gone 
with him ; but we can live without Potiers and 
Rolands, and our diveriions will proceed all 
the' fame. Thy pbilofophy tells me I am in the 
right, and I thence conclude I am very much 
in the right indeed, iince a fage approves my 
conduft. VaU. 



Us tET- 
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LETTER CLXIII. 
B'om the King. 

Undated. 

"Wh Y Jordan ! Though a dwr lad^ 

I fhrewdly doubt thou'rt rather mad ! 

To thee mull I repeat, and fay, 

How I'm tormented night and day ? , 1. 

That my poor ears are never free 

From teizing importunity ? ^ 

That plan, petition, projeft, brief. 

Complaint, temonftrance, fool, knave, thief. 

In fwarm« befet me ? Or that I 

A kingdom's wants iduft fatisfy ? 

Thattrcath muft come, from my poor lungt. 

To fpeak with many a thoufand tongues i 

That all the cares my brain fatigues 

Which live in many a thoufand leagues ? 

And, knowing this, canil thou fuppofe 

On D'Argcns I for ever doze ? 

Send therefore for what thou thinkeft proper 
from D'Argens, without putting me to the torture 
for a do:ien of wine, more or lefs ; or troubling 
me about the trifles of Provence, The following 
verfes are in anfwer to Voltaire. 

Truth is my fovereign good ; nor can my mind 
In dreams of gb'ttering grandeur pleafure find ; 

From 
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From fuch without regret I fee thee fall. 

Nor can I lofii like this misfortune calL 

Thofe better gifts be thine thou fear*ft to omfi. 

Then may'il thou fmile contempt on king or throne* 

Our two capering knaves arc caught, and they 
ihall be tried in due form. The rafcali would 
be tilting^ but punilhment muH fet bounds to 
their impertinence. Adieu. I admire thee^ 
and am filent. 



LETTER CLXIV. 
From the King. 

Potfdam^ Auguft 24, 1742^ 

xlOW feres our fev'rifli chamberlain ; 
He who fo deh'ghtfuUy ridiculous mak^s 

All whom he undertakes 1 
Th* infirm old Satyr, fam'd for his pleafent vein \ 
JHc 'as turn*d author, I hear, within' this week. 
And forfwom the court ! One of D'Argens* recnuts \ 
Is a fcholar ! A genius ! One of your wits ! 
So that it now well behoves^ and befits. 

And becomes, and befuits. 
My ignorance to bow before his Greek I 
For how ignorant w;e all are you will allow ; 
That is, &ve and except y;our academicians I 
But, learned as you and your large pcrruques surC| 
Why do you not order the pbyficians ^ 

', U4 ' . T« 
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To command the difcafe 

To be fo civil as to plcafc / 

To quit the patient ? ^e it catarrh^ 

Cachexy^ cacochymia, or cacoethes ! 

Oh ye gods ! What a treatifc 

Might be written on the ^atui tnorU ! 

. Whatafeaft! 

Two volumes in folioy at the leaft ! 

All befiet by quotation, Latin and Greek ! Or by , 

Fhrafes fo very fine aad good f 

That not one in fifty fhould be underftood I ^ 

Then, while dodors were wrangling. 
And pefUes and mortars zs tunefiiUy jangling^ 
•Ere they leoidd'fix 
On prefcription, according to art. 
Our Pcfllnitz, to fpite them, might depart 
With his naked foul fhiv'ring to the banks of Styx | 
This were a pity — Our lofs would be great. 
With his guardian angel too. 
Bankruptcy would enfue ! 
For, all the faints fwear, " *' 

Sir Grim-Gribber Moloch has ta*en efpecial car^ 
To keep the old Satyr's foul 
Under his diabolic controul. 

I (hall be at Berlin, on Wednefday. Prepare 
me a pleafant comedy, and do it gallantly. 

Voltaire will be here in a week. Prithee in- 
fert the article concerning Potier in the London 
and Paris gazettes. 

Farewel, Matter James Stephen, I am thy 
high and humble fcrvant. 

L,ET. 
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LETTER CLXV, 
From the King. 

Potfdam, Auguft, 26, 1743. 

^VhEN Voltaire arrives, prithee let thy 
Doftorfbip lodge hiii^ a£|d bis intrinfic worth ii^ 
thy fine library ; which are all the orders I have 
to give on this fijbjeft. How great a pleafure 
will it be to a Jor4an to at once poffefs a fine 
Horace, bound in red morocco, and the caco- 
chymic Voltaire, enveloped in veft of cloth of 
gold ! Meffieurs Achard and Boetiger will ex- 
claim — ^*' What a gre^t man that Jordan is ! 
*^ His houfe contains every thing that is fa- 
'* mous !" — Odes (hall be written on thee, as 
tapfter to the Mufes. How many fine produc- 
tions will foon fee the light ! Yes, divine Jordan, 
the mon\ent of thy apotheofi§ approaches ! A 
moment for which I have waited with fo much 
impatience ; and when all the title-pages which 
thou haft learnt by rote, an immenfe dunghill of 
literature, will be heaped upon thee to illuftrate 
thy learning! I behold thee, my dear Cory- 
pheus, ftanding on a heap of duft-encumbered 
books ; piled to form a trophy for thee, their 
happy conqueror ! 
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On Wcdnefday, my idiotifm will moft humbly 
place itfelf at the feet of thy fapiencc. I flatter 
myfelf I (hall then fee thee at the palace, tha( I 
may aifurc thee, &c. 



LETTER GLXVL 
Frm the King. 

Undated. 

Thou haft mentioned fgme barbarous 
word, ia thy letter, of a book which has been 
employed by Voltaire. Tell me what it figni- 
fies, for I do not underftancj. Thou mayefl: 
aflure thyfelf Voltaire has made a coUeftion of 
all the ridiculous perfons and things of Berlin, 
which he will produce in time and place ; and 
the fecretary of impromptus will there find his 
niche, as \ fliall mine. I Ijave loft the lines 
which he wrote in his tablets ; fend them me. , 

Beware of Wit's cnvenom'd flings ! 
He^r not the Syren when (he fings ! 
Melliiiuous founds, which rapture fwells. 
Are chang'd to madd'ning (hrieks, and yell^ ! 
Like forked yiper, foon is arm'd 
That dulcet tongue that fweetly charm'd ; 
And fatire's rancVous killing lays 
Succeed to mercenary praife. 

7 This 



/ 



/ 
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This is a (hort leflbn from thy very humble 
fervant, by which thou may eft profit ; and, as 
I know it would be treafon to talk profe in thy 
houfe, I have clothed it in rhyme; where, undef 
favour of the fports and the fmiles, it may prc^ 
fent itfelf before thy judgment feat. 



LETTER CLXVIL 

From the King. 

United, 

X HISf good Signior Jordan, comes greeting to fayv 
We want you, fir, here, without let or delay ; 
, Your wifdomTs fo larded with quips, quirks, and jokes. 
That your prefence gives pleafure to all forts of folks. . 

Our prieft, all impatient his confcience to clear. 
Swears he'll not keep his fabbath till you (hall appear. 
His clerk, mean time, left to iing pialms to the pews, 
Outbawls the ApoiUes, although they were Jews I 
. And who, by the bye, ipitt of all the book fays, 
. Delighted in fomethiag much better than pralfe. 

Your coming a thoufand good arguments preis ; 
A ilrapping young d^mfel, of eafy •ac'tefs. 
Your abfence lamenting, all rueful complains, • 
Some nymph of Berlin her dear Strephon detains. 

Return, 
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RctUTB^ then, and firce the poor girl from her ftsrt | 
Put an end to her fobhiagy her fighs^ and her tear? f 
Or with dagger, I doubt, (be will cure her difeafe ,. 
And cut holes in her bafom U> ^ve her heart ea&« ^ 

• Poor Chazot^ in his dungeon^ labours at bis 
fiute like one of the damned, and drives all his 

neighbours mad by the mufical torments which 
he inflifts upon them. Inftead of dulcet breath, 
you would think him a trumpeter^ blifting to 
arms. He gives WilKch the head-ache. The 
femous chaunter of Thrace would have punUbed 
him for his effrontery. When you come, you 
will aik him, in eloquent fpeech, honied words, 
and finiling countenance, whether he never read 
the hiftory of Marfyas. 

I perceive you are feduced by Qur pleafures, 
Jordan, and for once J have written reafocus 
enough to convince you, and prevail on you to 
double your fpeed. I hear you calling for your 
boots, and wrapping yourfelf up in that cloak 
which ten years ago was new, and then encafed 
a foul devout. Fly on the wings of Love. 
Venus the proftitute invites you, wi(hing to 
l-ender your life happy. 

AH this will feem to fignify that we can* 
not' do without your company, at Rheiniberg. 
Three days have we made the experiment, and 
they haye appeared fo many lovers years. You, 

who 
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who have been a lover, ought to know that thcfe 
years are thrice as long as common years ; theite- 
Ibre make an eftimate of our impatience. The 
table wants thy aid, and philofophy dill mone« 
On Monday evening we Ihall ail cxped thcqi 
at Rheinfberg. Lay in good (lore of good hu- 
mour ; load thyfelf with the whole eruditioa 
of ihy library ; but firft puff away the duft, and 
be certain of being received like one who a 
•eceflkry to our pleafures. 



t E T T E R CLXVHL 
Fr<im the King. 

Potfdam, November 17, I74> 
While D^ArgCBsdidbutconateffeitthe Jew% 
That I admir'd hw fage remarks Is true : 
But, whea the Mufes language he would fpeak^ 
Hornby tninflatcd into modern Greek, 
A jai^Q more afcfurd could not compofe* 
Then to th' Academy, and humble profe. 
Let him, if yet he love his peace and fame. 
With modefl: diffidence, confine his claim. 

And art thou ftill in the fame dogged temper; 
iti the fame melancholy gloomy reverie i more 

* The marquis d' Argent wrote the Jewilh Letter?. T. 

in 



n 
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' . '' ' 

In love with thy library than any man Icfs thari 
a lunatic could be ? Art thou fo attached to thy 
Boetiger, Adiard, the wits of the new town, and 
the marmofets of Des-champs, that we cannot 
fpeak to thee without perceiving thy impatience 
to rejoin them ? If thefe things ftill are thus, I 
wifli'not to fee thee ; but, if thou art prudent, 
come to me on Tuefday after dinner, and receive 
toy praifes and my carefles. Fale. 



L E t T E iL CLXIX- 
From the King. 

Potfdamy November 22, 1743* 

Al,ISER of thy moments ! What, not a line \ 
Buried among thofe dufty books of thine, 
All converfe with the world haft thou forfworn ? 
Would they were rat-gnawn, blotted, totn,' 
Or in La-Mancha's court-yard fet on fire I 
Doft thou mind me, Jordan ? — ^Write^^-s 
Abundantly, jbcofely ; tell me fome merry tale ; 
Or, in mine ire, 
I will not fail 
Thee fpeedily to cite 
Before Apollo ; where thou fhalt be told 
Of all thy miidemcanors, manifold. 
Yet, proceed with thy labours, polifh thy works— 
Oh may they 'fcape the rile ravages of Turks ! 

(I mean 
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(I mean criticg.) And of Time I 

That tJprf fcience, fublimey 
May that bleil immortality find 
Which, Jordan, is native to, thy mind ! 

If thou doft not write to me^ and if thou 

Tatisfieft tiiyfclf with a letter two lines long, I 

will write a fatire againft thy filence worfc than 

the PhiHppics, and be more bitter than Gicero 

againft Catiline. Farewel. 



LETTER CLXX.* 
From the King. 

Fotfdami May 6, 1744^ 

My Milfe, proftrate at thy feet, addrefles 
tkee with trifles. Incapable of pretending to 
the honour of great works, fhe contents herfelf 
with fmall ; fatisficd if the name of Jordan do 
but illuftrate and proted her rhymes. 

* Some verfes arc at the beginning of this letter which to 
imitate would be very difficulty and> as their humour chiefly 
^onfiUs ia their whimfical m^afure, they are omitted* They 
begin thus-— 

Une temp4te 

Dedans ta the 

l)e guet-apens 

D'ua coup te prend, kc T. 

LBy 
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I. 

By Jordan flieltcr'd, go my verfey 
That future ages may rchearfe 
The flbwihg numbers ; Toid of fear, 
In prefence of the bards appear ; 
Who, while they fweep the founding lyre. 
By fame tonferring, fame acquire ! 

^ n. 

In Jordan** praife be firni jind bold ; 
And let pofterity be told. 
On tuneful bleft Pamalfian plains. 
That he with fouls congenial reigns ; 
With bards who fweep the founding lyrc^ 



And fame confer, and fame acquife 



111. 

Shake off the ihaddes of the fchool. 
Which genius would create by rule. 
But, oh ! Let ev'ry pow'r expand. 
In concert with the kindred band 
Who join the fong, and fweep the Iyre» 
And £une confer, and fame acquire i • | 

IV. 
Thee, Joidan, let .my vcrfe invoke. 
And thee invite;, or thee provoke. 
To vifit thcfe delightful bow'rs. 
^ So (hall I gain increafing pow'rs 

To join the fong, and fweep the lyre. 
And fame confer, and* fame acquire ! 

Buy me the coUedion of maps which I want, 

and let them be bound up by provinces* But 

4 fend 
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[fend neither Africa, Aiia, America, Spain, nor 
Portugal. Adieu, 



LETTER CLXXI. 

From the King,. 

Fredericut Jordano Salutation^ Undated* 

I A M forry, my dear friend, that thou 
ait not yet well. I am very truly intercftcd 
for thee ; and, I know not why, but I wi(h 
Jordan was in good health. Be not uneafy 
about me. Our affairs, thank Heaven, are in 
2i, good train ; and, with refpeft to inyfelf, in^ 
dividually, I am a trifle, in the univcrfe. Scarce- 
ly can the atoms of which I am compofed be 
perceived to exift. Thou wilt think this ^ very 
metaphyfical remark, but I would have thee 
know war does not deftroy the arts, except 
when barbariaas make war. 

In a few days we fhall be at Pra^e, where , 
affairs begin to wear a ferious' afpeft. By this 
we (hall profit, and I perfuade myfelf that, 
with refpeft to our foldiers, nothing will tarnifh 
the fame of my troops. We have undergone 
many fatigues, from bad roads and worfe wea*» 
ther. But what are fatigi^s^ cares, and danger, ' 

VOL. IX. X compared 
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compared to glory ? It is fo mad a pailion 
thijt I cannot conceive how it happens that it 
docs not turn every man's brain ! But hitherto 
thy chief pieafures have been confined, to love, 
and drinking, which thou prcfcrreft to re- 
nown. • 

Adieu. Enough for the prefent. Write to 
me often, and be perfuaded I love thee ever ; 
and that, raillery apart, I intereft myfelf in thy 
welfare and happinefs as much and more than 
Boetigcr, Acliard, &c. &c. &c. 



L E T T E k CLXXII. 

From M Jordan. 

SIRE, BerKn, Auguft 26, f 744. 

News of the taking of Prague is waited 
for with great impatience. God grant it may 
foon arrive ; and with it intelligence of the pre- 
fervation and health of your majefty ! 

Every reader is delighted with the elegance 
and beauty of the refcript communicated to the 
court of England: it is, in effeft, a pcrfed 
piece of eloquence. ' 

My ill health is continual. 

Bacon 
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Baron von PoUnitz is arrived and well ; he 
vrites to your majefty, and waits your cotn^ 
mands. 

Ihave the honour to be^ &c* 



LETTER CLXXIII. 

From M. Jordan. 

SIRE,. Berli^i, Auguft 29, 1744^- 

The public is very impatient to hear: 
news from the Rhine, and efpecially from Bo- 
hemia. Nothing can be more Angular than 
the rumours, relative to thefe events, fome of 
which fay the Auffrians have entered the coua* 
try of Cleves ; that the court of Vienna threat- 
ens to invade Saxony, with a body of men, to 
punifli the Saxons for having granted a free 
paflage to the Pruffians; that the conllernation 
of the Hanoverians is fo great that they do not 
themfelves perceive it is too yifible j an4 that 
prince Charles has pafled the Rhine. 

I have not yet iffued from my literary ftrong 
hold. I begin to be better, but my progrefs 
toward health \% very flow. 

The manifefto has been commented on, and 
thp notes have given great fatisfa<5tion« Spoti 
ts fufpefted to be the author pf thenu 

X 2 I flat. 
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• I flatter myfclf jw\t magrfly has read the 05- 
firatOttir HollMtims^ which is primed at Berlinjp 
and appears weekly. I eftecm the author hap- 
py if, by dcrfe twoihects, he ftmll have gained 
the approbation of your majefty. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



L 



LETTER CLXXIV. 

JFrom the King. 
MY DEAR JORDAN, Undated. 

I THANK tfcee for thy two letters, whic^ 
i haYc jeft received. I wilh tJiou couldeft 
t(C«rfele me by fending me aews of thy perfed 
recovery. Be not imcafy, my good fellow, 
t^noeraing \as ; our affairs are in an excellent 
trainy and 1 believe we fhall, in a few days, be 
teaftcsns of Prague. 

Owliriend Duhanis in good health, and as 
«a4v€ as a boy. We endure ^eat fatigue, 
which I fuppoit better thaa, from my <:onftitu- 
thsn, I x3Qcild hove ex(>eded. 1 am mfuch oc- 
ipapicd, m j*^nt, by r€gui«ting the prepara- 
tions for the fiege. Our heavy ardWery is -ar* 
xTved Tatter kic> ^otherwife the city would now 
%e dursn 

Adieu^ 
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Adieu, dear Jordan j Be careful of thyfelf, 
for the love of the monade ; and be perfuaded 
that, the attradion of thy good heart continues 
to aft on me in the inverfe ratio of the fquarc 
of the diftances. Heaven blefs diee ! 



LETTER CLXXV. 

From the King. 

Updated. 

Give the Inclofed, my good lad, to 
Monbail, and affure her of my friendfhip. 
Thou art very cruel not to write a word of thy 
own health. Thou talkeft two pages together 
about Prague, and not a fyllable concerning 
Jordan. Shouldeft thou again commit the fame 
fault, I will not forgive thee. Have na fears 
for me, but do not forget thy friend, who lovos 
thee much* Adieu. 



^3i LET. 
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LETTER CLXXVL 

Frwn M Jordan, 

SIRE, Berlin, September 3, 1744* 

The letter with which it has pleafed 
yOfur majefty to honour me is a powerful lenitive 
for my illnefs, of which I am not yet rid. I 
. blcfs Heaven to fee every circumftance favour 
your naajefty's defigns. The defeat of prince 
Charles has fprcad great joy through the city, 
and fupports the hopes of the timid. How much 
does that atom of which your majefty fpeaks fo 
modeftly excite the attention of mankind ! It 
is a monade which forms great projefts, is car 
pable of furmounting every occurring difficulty, 
and inceffantly forms vaft projeds. 

I am impatient' to hear of the fate of Prague. 
Berlin refounds with the combat of the huflars 
of Feftelitz, and the taking of K^onigfgra^jz, 

May God grant, amid this fplendid appear- 
ance of glory, health to your majefty, of whon; 
the emperor, and the ftates of Brandenburg and 
Pruffid, have need. I as much dread this ex- 
ceffive thirft of fame as a paflionate lover does 
tl»c vidorious charms of his miftrefs. 

)( 18 h?rc whifpgred that the (jueen of Hun- 
gary 
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gary is more than ever embroiled with the 
court of Rudia; and this is a new fubje^ft of joy, 
for the poor fick philofopher. 

I have the honour to Ipe, &e. 



LETTER CLXXVIL 

From M. Jvrdan, 

8 I R E, Berlin, Sejplember 18, 1744. 

I HAVE been exceedingly afFcifled by 
the death of prince William, which has in- 
creafed my fears for your majeQlj. We are told 
that a page belonging to his royal highnefs 
,prince Henry was killed by his fide. In the 
name of God, fire, take care of health, the pre- 
servation of which interefts the whole king^ 
^om ! 1 (hudder at the thought, and weep 
over thofe finifter effefts of which ^n exceflive 
love of fame may be prpdudlivip^ 

It vvas yefterday rumoured that Prague ^ 
taken, but \ think the intelligence premature. 
The public app^ar§ well fatisfjied with the an- 
fwer to the declaration of the court of Vienna j 
J read it with pjeafure, but nothing ftruck mc 
fo much as the declaration to England. 

A critijcifip has appeared pn {he Obfervateuf 
X 4 ' miandais. 
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HoIlandaiSj which will -occafion fotnc literary al- 
tercation, that cannot but be amufing. 

Your majefty commands me to inform you 
pf my health ; X can but fay it continues very 
indifferent, nor do I know when it is likely to 
be better. We muft fubmit to the will of Pro- 
vidence. May God only preferve your ma^ 

jefty! ^ ' ^ 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



LETTER CLXXVIII. 
Frm M» Jordan. 

SIRE, ' Berlin, Odober 3, 1744, 

M.AN cannot be more fenfible than I 
^m of the kind concern which your majefty 
takes in my illnefs, which ftill continues. The 
furrender of Prague, and the happy delivery of 
the princpfs, are events which footh my mind, 
and lighten my affliction. It would be difficult 
for me not to be uneafy concerning your ma^ 
jetty, while you daily expofe yourfelf to the 
moft imminent dangers. 

' Reix^rt fays prince Charles is at Pifeck ; that 
your majefty is marching to attack him ; that 
the Hungarians will not take the field in com- 
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pliance with the queen*s demands; that the 
French, feeing their king ill, are endeavouring 
to make peace ; and that the emprefs of Ruffia 
will fend eight thoufand men, but God knows 
when, to join the Auftrian army. Such arie the 
rumours of the day. 

Heaven preferve your majefty ! And may I 
foon have the confolation to affure you, by 
word of mouth, of the profound refpeft with 
which, &c. 



LETTER CLXXIX. 

From the King. 

Caro Jordano Salutation. Undated. 

I INTEND, dear friend, to fee thee in 
the month of November; I wifti thy recovery 
with all my. heart. Our campaign is ended, . 
I philofophife, morahfe, and think,' muck 
Po not forget me, but be certain I love thee 
fincerely ; get well, and preferve thyfelf for th« 
fake of thy friend. 



LET- 
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LETTER CLXXX. 
From M. Jordan. 

6 I R Ey Berlin, October ro, I744» 

1 HE converiHtion here is all qn the vic- 
torious progrefs of your majefty, which does not 
a little contribute to the recovery of my healthit 
Yet I am occafionally afflidted by the falfe an^ 
impertinent intelligence which fome ill difpofed 
gnd malicious mind takes a pleafure to forg^, 
that it may have that of fpreading its forgeries. 
According to thefe accounts, the Pruflians have 
been beaten, the cavalry entirely overwhelmed, 
field mar(hal Schwerin taken, and two hundred 
prifoners (hot becaufe they mutinied; with a 
choufand things of a like nature. 

The general joy at the birth of the prince, 
and the information I have received that your 
majefty is in perfedl health, give me pleafure 
equally great. Tidings like thefe would difli- 
patc the mpft obftinate fpleen, and rejoice the 
heart of a poor philofopher who fpits blood, yet 
who loves life, becaufe he has the advantage ta 

fee happy. 

I have the honour to be, &?• 



LET^ 
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LETTER CLXXXL 

From JW. Jordan. 

6 1 R E, BexHn, OAober 17, 1744,. 

OlNCE your majefty fo gracioufly comr 
mands me to inform you of my health, I am 
obliged to fay it continues very ill. I have had 
a violent fpitting of blood, laft week, and my 
rough is as bad as ever. M^ Eller flatters me, 
notwithftanding, and bids me hope a cure* 

We are exceedingly alarmed here, at not rc-» 
ceiving news from the army* It is faid field 
marlhal Schwerin has had orders to attack the 
Saxons, or to make a propofition to them to 
whdraw; and that prince Charles is commanded 
.to avoid fighting as much as poffible. Such ar6 
the current reports. 

The natural reflections written by lord Chef- 
terfield on your majefty 's conduft are publiffied^ 
to-day, printed for Haude, in German, French^ 
and Englifh. A French tranflation of the work 
has appeared, done at Paris, and fold at.Leip- 
fic : that by Bielfeld is very good, ahd the tranCr 
i^tion is accurate,. 



LET. 
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LETTER CLXXXIL 

Frdm the King. 
Undated. 

JlxERE is a letter which I have received 
from Voltaire, with the anfwer I have returned- 
Have the goodnefs to remark what is neceflary 
to be correfted, and I will make the alterations. 
As it is not my intention to tranfcribe it, do not 
make the corrections in the letter itfelf. Here 
too is tlie cpiftle to Kayferling, of which you 
may make a correft copy. As I ftiall fend it 
to Voltaire, you will do well to haften the copy 
of my anfwer, that all may be here again by to- 
morrow at noon. Pay my refpeds to the prin- 
cefs, andiicll her, I (hall write to her to-mor- 
row, if I have time ; and that I recommend 
her to take care of her health. My compli- 
ments to all the amiable fraternity. Sum totus 
thine. Knobelfdorf may bring me back all the 
papers^ 



LET- 
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LETTER CLXXXIIl. 

Prom tb€ King. 

MY DEAR JORDAN, Undated. 

Ha VE the goodnefs to remain at Berlia 
till Sunday* Count Truchfefs will tell you 
what you are to do for me. You muft hire a 
chaife to bring the things which he will coqimit 
to your care, I will reimburfe you^ as foon as 
you arrive at Remuflberg. To-morrow even- 
ing I fhall leave this place. In a fortnight, at 
fartheft, I (hall pay your brothers, and be out 
of debt. 

Have the goodnefs to order them to procure 
me a plain gold fnufF-box, weight one hundred 
and fifty crowns, the price of which, faOiion in- 
cluded, muft not exceed two hundred crowns. 
Let my , portrait, in miniature, be bought alfo, 
and placed in the box, when it is finiflied. It 
is a prefent intended to win fome good foul, 
therefore let it be done immediately. I rely on 
your dexterity, your prudence, and your dif-' 
cretion ; and am wholly yours. 
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LETTER CLXXXir. 

, From tbt King. 

Undated* 

Let the letter which I addrefs to you 
bq copied, if you picafe, and notice the faults 
you difcover.^ I have been fo bufy that I have 
fcarcely had time to write to Voltaire. Machi- 
avel is half finiflied. You would have blefled 
yourfelf to have heard us fwear to- day. I hope 
this year to make a fortunate fally from, and a 
liappy return to, Berlin. 

The fong of the French grenadier is the off- 
fpring of defign. Thefe kind of ballads are 
feldom written fo well. The fong appears to 
me too corrcft for a ftreet poet *, and too dull 
for a man of wit. 

Adieu, till Thurfday^ 
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LETTER CLXXXV. 

From the King. 

MY DEAR JORDAN, Undated. 

O OM E fay thy health Is again deranged, 
and others that thou art recovered. I knovr 
not what to believe ; I (hall be at Berlin in a 
few days, and, at leaft, let fome one who has 
fcen thee bring me pofitive news from thee, on 
my arrival. I hope it will be good. Adieu. 



LETTER CLXXXVI. 
From M. Jordan. 

SIRE, Berlin, March 20, 1745. 

1 A M ftill in the condition I was, when 
I had the. honour and- happinefs to pay my 
court to your majefty. My progrefs toward 
recovery appears to me very flow, by which the 
J faculty are occafionally perplexed : they are 
ofteij puzzled by accidents which they could 
not forcfee. They, notwirhftanding, affirm I 
myft yndiprtgke ^ journey to Montpellier, to- 
3 ward 
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ward the end of April, or the beginning o£ . I 

May ; but ia.this refpeft Lentirely commit my- ^ 

felf to the care of Providence. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



LETTER CLXXXVII. 

From tbs King. 

7redertcus Jordano Salutation. Undated. 

I RECEIVED thy letter with much plea- 
fure, yet perceived that thy health is neither fo 
good nor fo confirmed as I could wifli. Thou 
wilt aft as thou (lialt think proper for thy health, 
and travel into any country on earth, by which 
thou fuppofeft it may beft be recovered. 

I have written fome verfes, but I wifh to cor- 
rect before I fend them to thee. Perhaps thou 
art in expeftation of news of a different kind ; 
but thus goes the world ; the very contrary of 
what we fuppofe often happens. Give my 
compliments to the amiable gouty fpedlator *> 
and the perfidious Duhan ; tell them both how 
much I love them. 

I am here fnrrounded by all the counter- 
guards, envelopes, ravelins, and morafles in the 

* Temoin gontteux^ 

4 world. 



World. I have plenty of employment, cares, 
and inquietudes; but I complain of nothing, 
provided I call but ferve my country effectual- 
ly, and equal to my wilhes. 

Adieu, dear Jordan. Mayeft thou enjoy all 

' imaginable good, and particularly health, with- 

. out which it is impoffible to enjoy any thing. 

Love me ever, and forget not thy abfent friends. 



LETTER CLXXXVUL 

From the King^ 

MY DEAR JORDAN, Undated. 

Do not increafe my chagrin by thy |11I- 
nefs ; thou makeft me melancholy ; for I love 
thee with all my heart. Take care of thyfelf, 
aiftd do not be uneafy concerning me : I am 
well. Thou wilt learn, from the public pa- 
pers, that the affairs of the ftate profper. Adieji. 
Love me a little, and cure thy difeafc^ if thbti 
canft, for my confolation. 
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LETTER' CLXXXIX. 

From M. Jordan. 

SIRE, Berlin, April 24, 1745* 

AdY difeafe increafes in fuch a manner 
as to make me believe there is no hope of a 
cure. In my prefent fituation, I feel the ne- 
ceflity of an enlightened and rational religion^ 
without which we (hould be the moft pitiable 
creatures in the^univerfe. Your majefty, after 
my death, will do me the juftice to own I have 
eagerly oppofed fuperftition, and ever fupport- 
cdthe intercfts-of the Chriftian religion, though 
idix remQved &onl the opinions of the thcologi- 
afts. As the neceffity of courage is only known 
in danger, neither is the confolation derived 
frqm religion, experienced except uod^r fuffer- 
lAgs. The. pagans profited by it, and I have, 
had proof of it myfelf. Your majefty may be- 
lieve what I fay. You hav^ always fufpefted 
me of being a Socinian, As I abhor the epi- 
thet of fedtary, I think each honeft man forms 
his religion according to the knowledge he 
poffeffes, and confirms it according to his 
wantSr 

Let 



Let me live or let me die^ I (hall live and die 
in feiitiments of the moft lively gratitude, which 
are due to the favours with which it has j^leafed 
your majefty to honour me. 

I have the honour to be> fce* 
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LETTER I. 

Frim the MarcbUntfs du Cbdtilet. 

S I R» Circy, Auguft 3«, I75«* 

I HAVE juft received the gallant and 
changing prefent of your royal highncfs, and 
employ it to teftify my gratitude. Could you 
have fent me your genius, I might have been 
able to have anfvvered the verfes with which this 
prefent was accompanied, in a manner worthy 
of your royal highnefs; but I am obliged to 
fend you nothing biit vile profe, in return for all 
the favours with which you honour me. 

Y 4 I have 
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• ♦ ihavc learnt, from Thiriot, that you dcfire 
a copy fliould be prefented to you of a very 
iqaperfedt and . very . unworthy performafice, 
which the members of the Academy of Sciences 
have treated wii;h too much indulgence. I 
Ihall, therefore, take the liberty to fend one to 
your royal highncfs ; but the packet is fo large, 
and the dilTertation fo long, that a pofitive order 
from yourfelf is neceflary. I have reafon to 
fear, when you have fent this order, your royal 
highnefs will repent of it ; and that I ftiall lofe 
the good opinion with which you have been 
pleafed to honour me, and of which I certainly 
am prouder than of the prizes of all the acade- 
mies of Europe^ . I hope, by reading it, your 
royal highnefs will be induced to corredt my 
errors. I know your genius extends to every 
fubjeft ; and I flatter myfelf for the honour of 
phyfics, that they are allowed a little corner lA 
your immenfe territories. The ftudy of nature 
deferves to employ that leifure which you muft 
one day exchange for the labour that (hall con- 
duce to the inftrv«5tion and happinefs of man- 
kind. 

M. de Voltaire is, at prefent, much torment? 
cd by the difeafe of the nature of which M. von 
Kayferling has informed your royal highnefs. 
His greateft grief is^to fee himfelf deprived of 

the 
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the pleafure which he takes in teftifying undct 
his own hand his admiration of and attachment 
to your royal highnefs, which are daily increafed 
by the letters you fire pleafed to write. 

Two errors have been difcovered, by your 
royal hijghnefs, in the laft epiftle he fent yoq, 
which efcaped him in the ardour of compofition, 
and which I did not deteft when I read the 
verfes. Ill as he is, he immediately coi^refted 
them. Thus, fir, do you inftrud us, even in 
what is to you a foreign language, and which is 
our mother tongue. * I flatter myfclf that M. 
Jordan and the baron von Kayferling will be 
equally difcreet with your royal highnefs ; and 
that this epiftle, which has not yet appeared in 
France, will not become public ; which will be 
an additional favour conferred by your royal 
highnefs. 

For my own part, after having long admired 
you in filence, the greateft obligation I can have 
to you is that of having given me an opportu^ 
nity of teftifying the fincerity ofthofefentiments 
with which you have infpired me, by the letters 
you have been pleafed to write to M. de Vol^ 
taire, and that in thefe fentimcnts I (hall ever 
remain^ &c. 
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LETTER IL 



From the Prinze RoyaL 

MADAM, Undated. 

If I have obliged you, by the ink*(Und 
which I have taken the liberty to prefent to 
you, I have been fufficiently rewarded by the 
letter which you have done me the pleafure to 
write to me. I think myfelf extremely flattered 
by the favourable fentiments which you enter- 
tain for me, and greatly fear they would dinoi* 
nifh, were I fortunate enough to be in your 
company. The worthy Voltaire njuft have 
been acquainted with you, madam, when he 
compofed his Henriade; and I could almoft 
fwear that you fat for the charadter of queen 
Elizabeth. No lady in E^urope, nor in the 
whole world, poffeffes fufEcient folidity of un- 
derftanding, to write works on fubjcfts fo pro- 
found as thofe on which ^you write, with fuch 
fportive eafe. I hope to admire them more mi- 
nutely, when I (hall receive the favour of thq 
two differtations, with which you have honour- 
ed the academy. It becomes me not to affume 
the judge, but I may be allowed to interrogate^t 
I (hall think myfelf honoured by your inftruc- 

tions. 



C O B. it £ S P O K D £ N C E. ^Jf 

tions. May I receive them on fiibjefts of every 
Jcind! Fontenelle has faid that all men have, 
and that great men confefs, their faults. M.dc 
Voltaire does not l?elie this charafter, in any 
jefped. I ventured to exprefs my doubts on 
fome lines in his cpiftlesj and thcfe he correds. 
Topoflefs thus inuch condefcenfion it is necef- 
fary, to poflefs. that fuperiority which he lus 
over the reft of nunkind. You know his me- 
rit, and I dare addrefs myfelf to you, madam, 
to affure him that I rank him among my true 
friends; or, in other words, that I confide in 
Jiis fincerity. 

How forxxuiate ai« yo% oadam^ to-poiTefs fo 
fingular a man as Voltaire, in addition to all 
the talents you have received from nature ! I 
(hould feel an inclination to be envious, did I 
not abhor envy ; but I am perfedly convinced 
J cannot but b? onie^pf your admirers. I know 
Jiow much you enchant by your attradions, and 
how much you furprife by the depth of your 
knowledge. I have feen fome of your charming 
verfes ; I have juft received your profe } but 
iiow unfortunate is he who can converfe with 
^ou only by letter, nor form an acquaintance 
With you, except at the diftance of a hundred 
leagues ! 

I fliould add more did I not feaf being im- 
portunate. 
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portunatc, and to weary you, like aftors when 
chatter as faft as blind magpies, and pertinacl- 
oufly repeat fpeeches half an hour long, without 
once fufFering themfclves to take breath, I am 
but too fcnfible my letter cannot recompenfe 
you for the lofs of a quarter of an hour's con- 
verfation with Voltaire, whofe illnefs aiFefts mc 
much. I quit your company, madam, to 
write to him ; afluring you that I am with all 
that efteem which is your due, and which can- 
not be refufed, 
. Your moft aifedionate friend and admirer. 



LETTER III. 

From the Frince RoyaL 
'MADAM, Rcmulbcrg, November 9, i73^« 

I R E C E I V E D the letter which yon did 
me the honour to write, and the inftrudtive and 
laborious work which you have compofed on 
the nature of fire, almofl at the fame tin>e. 
There is no danger that works written by you 
fhould infpire dulnefs, they always infpire me 
with that admiration which they merit. Withi- 
out wi(hing to flatter you, madam, I can fafely 
afllire you I did not imagine your fex, in addi- 
tion 
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tion to the graces beftowcd by natyre, capable 
of knowledge fo vaft, refearches fo laborious, 
and difcoveries fo folid^ as thofc contained in 
this beautiful work. The ladies will owe to 
you what the Italian language owes to Taflb, 
which tongue, effeminate and deftitute of force 
in itfclf, affumes a mafculine energy in the 
works of this great poet. Beauty, which, in ge- 
neral, is the greateft merit of the ladies, will in 
yo\>be efteemed but as the leaft of your advan- 
tages. I have rcafon to be fatisfied with my 
deftiny, which, though it deprive me of the 
happinefs of admiring your perfon, at leaft, 
permits me to view the whole extent of your 
underftanding. 

My political work does not deferve all the 
praifes you are pleafed to beftow on it ; he who 
tjhinks freely could eafily have done as much ; 
this is no great fecret, and I believe any perfon 
poffeffed but of fmall knowledge of the affairs 
of Eiirope would have written as well, or better. 

I feel I am born with nearly the fame incli- 
nations as the refpeftable inhabitants of Cirey, 
except that the fruit, which ripens there into fo 
much perfeftion, is not equally delicious here. 
I wander from metaphyfics to phyfics, from 
morality to logic, and from hiftory to mufic and 
poetty; in all fuperficial, fuccefsful in none/ 

your 
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Tour ^example, madam, will cominually bti i; 
fpur to me, to make me purfue that glory to^ 
which you have fo juft a claim* The greatest 
pleafure a thinking being can enjoy is, in my 
opinion, that of doing good ; and tht next^ 
that of acquiring knowledge: the very obftaclc* 
we have to overcome, in the acquirement of thhf 
knowledge, is additional pleafure. But with 
this you are too well acquainted for me to 
ipeak more on the fubjedfc ; though perhaps you 
are not fo well acquainted with the pleasure 
which is found in writing to you. This is th^ 
reafon that letters fcMnetiraes are more tedious 
;ihan they oijght to be ; but I (hall forbear apo- 
logy, and only entreat you to believe me, with 
all thofc fentiments which the worth of a cha* 
rafter fo diftinguiftied as yours infpires, &c* 



LETTER IV* 

From the Marchionejs du Chatekt^ 

SIR, Ciirey, December 29, I7j8f^ 

1 HE praifes which your royal highneft 

is pleafed to beftow on the Effay on Fire, which 

I did myfelf the honour to fend you, reward me 

far beyond my hopes; I even venture to flat- 

5 tcr 
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tcr myfelf they are a proof of your kindnefs to 
me^ which will ftill be more highly pleafing. 

The remarks which your royal highnefs was 
pleafed to make on my work, in your letter to 
M, de Voltaire, prove that I was very right 
when I hoped that phyfics made a part of the 
immenfity of your knowledge. 

1 certainly fhould have been very wrong, had 
I affirmed that men were taught the properties 
of fire from the conflagration of forefts; but it 
fecms to me that, attrition being one of the 
moft powerful and perhaps the only means of 
exciting the aftlon of fire, a violent florm might 
fet the branches of trees in a flame. True it is 
the ftorm muft be very violent; yet, with a 
given wind, the thing appears to me very pof- 
fible ; though 1 own it is ohly in the clafs of 
poflibilities. 

With refpeft to the ponds which freeze dur- 
ing fummer, in Swiflerland, I have related the 
fa<3: from Muflchenbroek, who mentions it in 
his Commentaries on the Tentamina Floreniina. 
There is an example of this phenomenon in 
Franche-Comte, in the grottos famous for their 
cbrigelacions. A rivulet, which flows through 
thefe grottos in the winter, is frozen in the 
fummer. I believe I have cited this faft in the 
fame article on congelation. Now what hap- 
pens 
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pens under ground may, from fimilar caufes, 
happen above; which caufes, probably, arc 
falts and nitre, mingled with the water. 

I was delighted to hear your royal highnefs 
is collefting a library on philofophical fubje&s, 
and flatter myfelf you will make me a partaker 
of your knowledge ; I (hall efteem myfelf very 
happy, if my love for phyfics can occafionally 
ppcure me an opportunity of afluring your 
royal highnefs of my refpedlful attachment* 
Nor (hall I let that of the new year efcape me. 
I hope you will permit me every year of my 
4ife to admire you, and fometimes to exprefs 
the nioft refpedful fentiments with which I am, 
&c. , 

P. S. I imagine your royal highnefs has 
laughed heartily at the fatuity of Thiriot, who 
perfuaded himfelf that the alteration which M* 
de Voltaire made in his firft epiftle related to 
himfelf, and who has had the fimplicity to 
write this to your royal highnefs ; biit I flatter 
myfelf he fcarcely could have been believed. I, 
however, entreat the jef! may remain a fecret 
between your royal highnefs and myfelf; and, 
(Iiould you think proper to anfwer, I beg it 
may be by a letter addrefled to me, in particu- 
lar, by the inter\^ention of M. Ploetz, or any 
* ' - other 
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Other, except that of the ufual conveyance 
through the hands of Thiriot. With your per- 
miflion I will fome day fpeak further on the 
fubjeft. The b^ron von Kayferling muft have 
repeated what I faid to him concerning your 
royal highnefs ; and I doubt not you will pardon 
my freedom. My intention is to afford your 
royal highnefs a mark of my refped and attach- 
ment, by communicating this in confidence; and 
I intreat you will not notice the affair either 
to M. de Voltaire or to Thiriot, till 1 (hall have 
further explained myfelf. 



LETTER V. 

From the Marcbionefs du Cbatelet. 
SIR, Cirey^ January 12, 1739. 

When, I had the honour, in my laft 
letter, to fpeak of the fieur Thiriot to your roy- 
al highnefs, and requefted permiffion to conti- 
nue the fubjeft, I did not fuppof^p I fhould have 
been obliged to anticipate this permiffion, and 
was far from imagining I ftiould fo foon have 
things of fo much more importance to relate 
than thofe which were the fubjed oi that part 
of my letter* 

VOL. IX. Z . ' The 
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The fingular bounty with which your royal 
highnefs honours M. de Voltaire, ahd, the moft 
facred of all ties, that friendfhip which unites 
me to him, will not fuffer me to defer informing 
you of various faAs, with which, perhaps, your 
royal highnefs is already, in part, acquainted, 

I learn, from the iieur Thiriot himfelf, which 
I could not hear without aftonilhment, that he 
fends your royal highnefs all the pamphlets 
which the grubs of Parnaffus and of literature 
write againft M. de Voltaire. Such he alTured 
me were the commands of }'X)ur royal highnefs. 
— " I know not," anfwercd I, " what may be 
<^* the commands of his royal highnefs ; but I 
«* well know that, had you informed him of the 
*' obligations you have to M. de Voltaire, of 
^* which he is ignorant, and had you fent along 
*^ with fuch unworthy abufe thofe corrcftives 
*f which gratitude demanded from you, the 
« prince, far from taking fuch conduft amifs, 
«^ would have conceived an efteem for your 
*^ charafter which your prefent behaviour is far 
^ from ddcrving.** 

In defpite of this remonftrance, he has conti- 
nued to fend your royal highnefs all the libels 
he coiild coUeft, againft M. de Vokaipe. But, 
as I had difcovered, from the letters of your 
royal highnefs to M. de Voltaire, that fuch 

fcurrilities. 
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fcurrilitles, detefted as they are by the public^ 
interdided by the itiagiftrates, and often un- 
known at Paris, have not diminifhed btrt in- 
creafed the bounty of your royal highnefs to- 
ward M. de Voltaire, I fufFered the fieur Thi- 
riot to proceed, efpecially as M. de Voltaire 
never permitted the leaft complaint to cfcape. 

I am informed that Thiriot has lately fent 
a new libel, written by the abbe Des Fontaines, 
to your royal highnefs, entitled Voltairomania. 
As the fieiir Thiriot is there cited, in proof, I 
think it but right to acquaint your royal high- 
nefs with the charaifter of a man whofc name 
has daringly been ufed in this libel, to give the 
lie to M. d^ Voltaire, and who has had the ef- 
frontery to fend it to your royal highnefs. 

Did the fieur Thiriot owe nothing to M. de 
Voltaire but that decorum which fociety re- 
quires, the manner in which he is cited, in this 
infamous libel, ought to have (hocked his feel- 
ings ; nor ftiould he, in favour of a generally 
defpifed rafcal *', like the abb6 des Fontaines, 
have fufFered it a moment to have been fufr 
pedled that he had belied his letters and his dif- 
courfe. 

But what will your royal highnefs think when 

* Un fceUrat giniraUment miprifi — ^is the lady** own 
language. T, 

Z 2 you 
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you (hall be informed that this fame Thiriot, 
who afFefts to remain neuter between M, de 
Voltaire and his enemy, is only become known 
to the world in confequence of the benefits re- 
ceived from M. de Voltaire; that he nevef 
gained admiffion into a good family, except as 
his common-place-book, a man who fometimes 
repeated his remarks; that M. de Voltaire, 
whofe generofity is greatly fuperior to his ge- 
nius, afforded him fubfiftence and houfe-room 
for more than ten years; that he gave him his 
Leitres Pbilofopbiquesy by which, according to 
the confeffion of Thiriot himfelf, he gained 
above two hundred guineas, and which had 
, nearly effefted the deftruftion of M. de Vol- 
taire ; and, to conclude, that M. de Voltaire 
has pardoned his haying betrayed him, which 
is ftill fuperior to benefits conferred ? What 
will your royal highnefs think of a man who, 
being under fo many obligations to M. de Vol- 
taire, far from defending his benefaftor, who 
was defirous of treating him as a friend, affeAs 
no longer to remember things which he had 
frequently written, in letters which M. de Vol- 
taire has in his polieflion, and which he repeat- 
ed, this very autumn, here, in my prefence ? 
He fears to commit himfelf ! As if a Thiriot 
could ftand committed ! And as if any thing 

could 
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could be more ignominious than to be accufed 
of forfeiting fo many duties, and betraying fo 
many bondsof friendfhip, for a Des Fontaines! 

I flatter myfelf your royal highnefs will par- 
don the warmth with which I exprefs myfelf, by 
recolleding tl^e feelings which excitd my juft 
indignation. M, de Voltaire is refpedful of 
his benefits and his friendlhip ; and I am cer- 
tain he would never have acquainted your rpyal 
highnefs with the fafts contained in this letter. 
But, the more incapable he is of depidting Thi* 
riot to your royal highnefs, the more do I think 
it an indifpenfable duty of friendlhip to him, 
and of refped to your royal highnefs, to inform 
you of the ingratitude of the fieur Thiriot. 

I know not whether it will be poffible to cor- 
reft him ; but I am very certain that nothing 
but his defire to pleafe your royal highnefs, and 
to merit the favours of fo virtuous a prince, can 
induce him to aft with propriety. 

You know, fir, how much public men de- 
pend on circumftances ; and, however An- 
gular it may appear that the conduft of Thi- 
riot (hould become a thing of confequence, yet 
is it defirable that, on the prefent occafion, he 
(hould publicly do juftice to truth and grati- 
tude, in favour of M. de Voltaire ; and I am 
pcrfuaded that a word from your royal highnefs 
Z 3 will 
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ivill be fufficicnt to make him perform tHis du- 
ty. I entreat your royal highnefs to remain 
perfuaded that Thiriot would never have gain- 
ed admiffion to Cirey, had not the doors flown 
open to him bccaufe he bore the title of one of 
your ferviints. M. de Vokaire, who ha5 heap- 
ed fo many favours on him, and who ftill re- 
fpefts an acquaintance of twenty years duration, 
knew him too well ever to (hew a fingle line 
of the letters which your royal highnefs does 
bito the honour to write, or of his anfwers. 

However contemptible the author of the in- 
fftmou^ tibel which I have mentioned to your 
royal highnefs in this ktter may be, I cannot 
but think it the duty of an honefk man publicly 
to difavow public calumnies. M. du Chatelet, 
myletfy and aH the reladoi^ and friends of M. 
dc Voltaire, have, therefore, advifed binr to 
pidDlifh the narrative which I fend jrour royal 
highnefs. It is not yet printed j but. the refpeft 
of M. de Voltaire toward your royal highnefs 
induces him to fuppofe be cannot too foon fend 
you bis own juftification, honoured as he is by 
fo many favours* 

I entreat your royal highnefs not to addrefs the 
anfwer with which you fhall honour me under 
cover to M. Thiriot. It may be direded im- 
mediately to Valtf m Cbamfagm. I and M. 

. de 
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4e Voltaire have done ourfelves tbc bonour to 
write to your royal highncfs by favour of M. 
PloBtz. 

Long as my letter is, I cannot conclude it 
without remarking to your royal higfaxiefs faovr 
flattered I am, to tliink family afl&irs will tbb 
fpring call me into Flanders, and make mrap* 
p^oach the provinces of your royal father; 
which> perhaps, will procure me the happincfs 
of perfonally affuring your royal h^iie£i of 
the fentiments of refpe&, and admiration^ witl^ 
which I am^ &c. 



LETTER VL 

from ibe Prince Royal. 

MADAM, BerHn, January 23, 1739, 

I SHOUIjiD have been incxcufaWe for 
having criticifed fome pafiages in your excels 
lent work on fire, had you not defired to know 
my fentiments. Novice as I am in phyfics, it 
would have been highly rain and prefumpcuous 
in me to lay a finger cm the works ctf mafters 
in the art. I am fo well per&aded tfaV mo* 
defty and docility alone can,, in any manner, 
Hcxcufe ignorance, that I will never leave this 
Z 4 entrenchment. 
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entrenchment, uhlefs when rcafons of equal force 
to your commands oblige me. Such were the 
motives that induced me to fay, with that 
franknefs which your merit cxafted from me, 
that I find, it difficult to perfuade myfelf any 
given wind can excite the conflagration of fo- 
refts. I am in a country, madam, in which, to 
my misfortune, experiments of this kind arc 
cafy. In autumn, and at the beginning of 
fpring, we have ftorms which moft aliuredly do 
honour to the impetuofiry of Boreas ; and it 
often happens that oaks, which appear from 
their deep and folid roots to be rivetted to 
earth, are torn up and laid proftrate. 

Countries more to the north have ftill higher 
winds ; but it does not . feem to me that they 
can occafion fire, becaufe the bark of trees, and 
the mofs that grows on this bark, do not eafily 
take fire. 

The defire of information, or curiofity, has 
induced me to queftion perfons who have tra- 
velled much in Swiflerland, and the Swife 
themfelves i but all thofe to whom I have fpok- 
cn of the phenomenon related by M. Mufchen- 
broek have protefted againft its truth. Perhaps 
they have not examined with philpfopbic eyes ; 
or, perhaps, little attached to the progrefs of 
philofophic difcoveries, they have not paid pro- 
5 per 
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per attention. It feems, however, to me, in a 
work in which, according to the grand prin- 
ciple of Newton, our reafoning ought to be 
founded on certain experiments, I fay, it feems 
to me that we ought not to mingle conjeftures 
,with thofe excellent and curious experimenti 
which you have related. Here you read the 
height of impertinence. I decide on what I 
fcarcely begin to underftand. I afk a thoufend 
pardons, and entreat you to recolleft my age, 
and that you yourfelf have excited my indif* ' 
cretion. \ , 

After all *this, may I ftill dare to exprefs a 
doubt on the fubjedt of which I defire to re- 
ceive information from your oracular decifion ? 
You, madam, account for the congelation 
of the rivulets which traverfe the grottos in 
Franche Comte; but, if I may be allowed to 
fpeak my opinion, the confequence of your 
dodlrine is that the heat of the fun, attrafting 
many nitrous particles from the earth, being 
greater in fummer than in winter, rivers muft 
be frozen in fummer and become liquid in win» 
ter ; the contrary of which experience proves 
to be the fad. I am, therefore, inclined to 
Relieve there is fome peculiar reafon for the 
congelation of thefe rivulets, which perhaps 
may exift in the nitrous particles, that are 

mingled 
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mingled with the beds of thefe rivulets ; and 
whkh perhaps not being able to leave the grot- 
tos by exhalation, during the day, fall again 
into the rivulets by night, and produce this ex* 
traordinary phenomenon. 

I hope, madam, you will be pleafed to take 
the bandage from my eyes, that I may equally 
admire the miracles of nature and the vaft ex« 
tent of your incomparable genius. 

When I return to Remufberg, which perhaps 
will be in a week, I (hall enter the career of 
phyfics, to which you do fo much honour. I 
am enchanted that you are pleafed to permit 
roe to addrefs myfelf to you for information, 
and that you fuffer me to vaunt that a beautiibl 
young lady has been my guide, through the ex- 
panfe of nature. Some are difgufted with the 
fciences by the pedantry of the teachers of 
fcience ; but I will refign myfelf to this ftudy 
with all the ardour of paffion. Emily and the 
traces are my mafters, land who knows but 
they may be joined by Love himfelf ? 

We need but be acquainted with M. de Vol- 
uire, and Thiriot, to judge which of the two 
muft be fuperior to the cenfurcs of the other. I 
foon fufpeded a fnake in the grafs, when Thi- 
riot announced, with the tone of triumph, that 
he had caufcd our worthy friend to make cor- 
rections 
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reftions in his epiftles. Thiriot may be very 
proper to ferve and xmufe you. His vanity 
is the fource of that induflry with which he 
executes your commiifions, and procures you 
diverfion. He fometimes writes letters to me, 
in which he appears to have bidden an eternal 
farewel to common fenfe. He never catches 
cold that I am not informed <rfit in four prohx 
pages of nonfenfical jargon. But he furpaffes 
himfelf in his critical remarks on works of wit, 
and he is fuper-fuperlative when he new traces, 
in his own language, the thoughts of M. de 
Vokaire, or any pther great man. I, however, , 
am fo well acquainted with the original manner 
of thinking of our incomparable poet that, even 
in thefe vile copies, I difcovcred the inimitable 
traits o£ the original. Such faults excepted, 
Thiriot has his merits ; bis punduality and de« 
fire to be ufeful render him eftimable. 

I (hall not abufe ibe confidence, mad»n, 
which you have placed in me. I (hould be ex- 
ceedingly forry to derange your little fchemes 
of pleafure* I am fo iituated that I cannot 
wifti you any thing which you do not pofTefs. 
j^lefTed with your own genius, and the com- 
paiiy of M. de Voltaire, I can but defirea coo- 
tinuation of your happinefs. If the prayers of 
liiortals can be efficacious, thofe which I make 

z that 
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that I may one daj* behold aod admire the mi^ 
racles nature has wrought in your perfon will be 
heard. I burn with the defire ,of affuring you of 
the fentiments with which I (hall, all my life, . 
remain, &c. 



LETTER VIL 

From the Prince Royal. 

MADAM, Berlin, January 29, 173 f, 

I A M extremely chagrined, as weH fcwr 
the love of your repofe as for that of the worthy 
Voltaire, that men like Des Fontaines ahd Rout 
feau are never weary of blafpheming the Apollo 
of France. I wrote to Thiriot that I wiftied to 
have ihe libel, however revolting it might be, 
but he has not yet fent it me. Interefted as I 
am in what relates to M. de Voltaire,- every 
thing refpefting him, direftly or indiredly, in 
like manner becomes interefting; and, what- 
ever repugnance I may feel to read that which 
is the opprobrium of humanity, and thedifgrace 
of letters, I ftill have impofed this penance up* 
on myfelf that I maybe informed of fafts which 
are generally attended by confequences, and 
which are connedled with an infinite number of 

circumftances 
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circumftances and anecdotes. Thiriot fent me 
the copy of the letter which he addreffed to 
you. As far as I can judge, he is not malici- 
ous; and, if he be partial, it is becaufe he is 
weak and timid. From the copy of the letter 
which I ordered to be fent to him, you will fee 
1 taught him to feel what is the duty of an 
honeft man ; and that probity and gratitude are 
indifpenfable virtues, without which man would 
be worfe than the moil hideous of monfters. 
Thiriot, madam, will amend ; all he wants is to 
be taught his duty, and to be prompted to aft 
with propriety. At Cirey you continually con- 
template heroic virtue ; but recolleft, madam, 
all men are not heroes ; and that poor Thiriot 
can only be claffed with thofe feeble mortals 
whofe virtue refembles a thermometer, and re- 
quires to be heateid by the example of fuperior 
virtue, before it can rife to the fame point. 

I have read the narrative of the worthy Vol- 
taire, and have been forry his precious time 
(hodld have, been wafted in its comp6fition. Did 
the fame of the man vvho wrote the Henriade, 
the author of the Hiftory of Charles XII. and of 
the tranflator of Newton, exift but for a day, 
he would certainly aft wifely to juftify himfelf, 
and to wa(h away the venom of calumny, to 
the fatisfaftion of the world, as an obfcurc per- 
son 
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fan would do, a? horn the woiid had treated with 
injuftice. But, if I miftakenot, M. de Voltaire 
is far from being thus fituated. He is generally 
known ; his writings arc difperfed over the 
ivhole earth. No man is ignorant of the rea- 
fan of the banilhment of Rouffeau ; of the un- 
worthy and infamous proceedings of this poet ; 
of the affair of the abbe Des Fontaines, and of 
the fcrviccs which have been rendered him by 
M, de Voltaire. A rational reader will reccd- 
left: the charadler of Rouflcau, and the ingrati* 
rude of Des Fontaines, while he perufes what 
they write, and will feel his indignation rife 
when be fees the new libels with which they in- 
ceffantiy periecute Voltaire. Therefore, ma* 
dam, it feems to me that it will be fufficient to 
leave the reader to his own refleAions, and not 
to repeat that which he already knows. 

Befide, M. de Voltaire commits himfelf, in 
Ibme manner, when he honours Rouffeau and 
Des Fontaines with an anfwer to their infamous 
produftions. I imagine it would be fufficient' 
for him to complain to the chancellor of the 
■ lanwortby authors of this injurious libel, artdi 
that the, punifliment of fuch abufe would be 
cnore honourable to M. de Voltaire than the 
picture which he has prefented of the vilenefs 
of their lives. His pencil ought oever to be 

employed, 
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employed on originals fo bafc, he is too noble 
to be thus degraded. I put in my claim to the 
time and thoughts which M. de Voltaire has 
thus loft. Self-defence is the moft flippery path 
felf-love can tread; for felf-juftification is 
fcarcely poffible without felf-praife, and nothing 
is more ofFenfive than that incenfe which an 
author burns upon his own altars. He who jus- 
tifies himfelf againft the darts which calumny 
has hurled^ at his honour^ is unfortunately 
obliged to praife himfelf. I, therefore, cannot 
but think that fuch apologies come with a bet- 
ter grace from the mouth of a friend. They 
are more honourable to the moderation of the 
perfon offended, and have greater efficacy. I 
willingly offer myfelf to be the apologift of the 
inimitable Voltaire, whenever it (hall be necef- 
fary. Trajan will but compofe the panegyric 
of Pliny. 

You flatter me, madam, by informing me 
you are to approach our frontiers in the fpring; 
and I have the vexation to reply that the road 
which I (ball this year travel is exadlly the re- 
verie. 1 am to attend the king into Prufiia, 
nor (hall I return to the country of Cleves in lels 
than two years. I am very unfortunate that 
fate (hould thus frown on me. But, though I 
(hall not have the fatisfadion to fee you, I (hall, 

at 
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at lead, have the plejrfure of receiving your 
letters more frequently. 

Let me beg you to believe me, with infinite 
cfteem> &c. 



LETTER VIII. 
From the Marcbionefs du Cbatelet. 
SIR, Cirey, February 1 6, 1739** 

I H A VE this moment received the letter 
with which I have been honoured by your 
royal hlghnefs, and am unable to exprefs the 
joy I feel tp learn that you are refolved to apply 
fome of your leifure moments to phyfics. 
Studies of fuch a kind afford occupation worthy 
of your genius, and I am perfuaded this new 
purfuit will furnifh you with new pleafures* 
For my own part, I am. well convinced the refult 
will, to me, be inftrudion. Did I not fear to 
importune your royal highnefs, I (hould entreat 
you to inform me of the method you think to 
adopt in this ftudy, I am well perfuaded you 

* This and the following letter being eiToneoufly dated, as 
their contents teftify, arc falfely arranged in the Bafil and Berlin 
editions, where they ftand as the beginning of the corrc»- 
fpondence» T. 

will 



will apply yourfelf to the Newtonian phil ofophy* 
Newton and his commentator equally merit the 
honour'. 

I cannot any longer maintain the doftrine 
of the conflagration of forefts excited by wind, 
fince your royal highnefs perfifts in thinking it 
impoffible, and fince M.de Voltaire is my adver- 
sary. I allow what he has written to your royal 
liighnefs, on the fubjeft, is of more worth than 
my whole work. 

I am more bold on what relates^ to the river 
in Swifferland, which is frozen in fummer ; for 
I have affirmed nothing more than that Scheuch- 
zerus relates, that, in the bifliopric of Bafil, 
there is a river which is frozen in fummer, and 
fluid in winter. There are mountains covered 
with ice, in Peru, between the 23d and 24th 
degrees of latitude, which ice never thaws ; and 
M. de Tournefort, in his Voyage to the Levant, 
relates that it freezes nightly at Trebizonde, in 
the month of July, till fun- rife ; yet thefe regions 
are more to the fouth than ours, and confequently 
the fun is much longer above the horizon *. M* 
de Tournefort, who examined the earth in thefe 

* If the lady meant to fay, as is apparent, that the fun 19 
longer above the horizon, in the month of July, near the 
equator than in northern latitudes, (he is miitaken. The 
rcverfe is the fadl. T* 

VOL, iXt A a ' climates. 
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elimatesy found it much loaded with fMts ^ 
Aitrc, What your royal highnefs has faid, con- 
cerning the grottos of Beran9on^ is very pro^ 
bable; but the nitrous particles which are 
melted by the heat of the fun^ and fall into the 
grottos, and the eanh which forms the bed of 
them/ in all likelihood abounding likewife m 
nitre and felts, afre the twc^ caufes which contri- 
bute to the phenomenon. Yet it does not feem 
to me to follow, that rivers (houM freeze in fum- 
mer; for the heat of our dimate is feklom fuf- 
ficient to exhale enough of the nitrous particler 
to occaiion the congeladon of running waters, 
during the night. This is one of the reafons 
why that phenomenon is more common in hot 
countries : but it is further neceflary, to produce 
it, that the earth (hould abound in nitre and fait. 

Before I quit phyfics, may I venture to afk 
your royal highnefs, whether Thiriot fent youj 
about three months fince, a fliort extraft from a 
book written by M. de Voltaire, inferted in the 
Journal des Sfovans^ for September 1738? I 
could not venture to prefent it myfelf to your 
royal highnefs^; but, I confefs, I (hould he glad' 
to know if it afforded you fatisfaftion. 

Since your royal highnefs is informed of th6 
horrible libel of the abbe des Fontaines, you; 
will no doubt not be vexed to karn the condufion 



fef th6 affair^ in which your royal highnefs is 
ihterfefted, by your kindnefs for M. de Voltaire. 
AH the men of letters who havfe been ill-treated 
in this libel, have figned ifequifts, which have 
been prefented to the niagiftratcfs ; ahd there is 
reafon to hope they will perform an aft of juftice, 
^hich the lieutenant-criminel * would haVe per- 
formed in their place. Thus the caufe of M, 
de Voltaird will become a common caufe ; and 
It IS, in efFeft, the caufe of all worthy men. 

Thofe who informed tnt that Thiriot had 
fent the lib^l to your royal highhefs deceived 
me ; and I could wi(h that all his wrong pro* 
ceedings in this bufinefs were not better founded; 
but he has behaved exceedingly ill, nor do I 
cxpeft him to aft equal to the fentiments of 
gratitude )Vhich he owes to M. de Voltaire, ex- 
cept when he (hall have been fo commanded to 
aft, by your royal highnefs. He had the im- 
prudence to infortn me that he had fent a letter 
to your royal highnefs, which he had written to 
me, and by which I was highly offended. I do 
not very well know under what pretext he fup* 
pofed he might write me an oftenfible' letter, 
4nd how lie Ihould dare to fend that letter to your 

* The officer of the police who int€nrogate$ and pumfhea 
iqiilprits. Tfr 

A a 2 royat 
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royal highnefs, to whom it muft have appcart<J 
an enigma, unacquaimed as you were with the 
Voltaircmania. Certainly Thiriot t)ught not to 
have ihown that letter, without my confent, to 
^y perfon; but he has not only publilhed it, 
without my permiffionj but has fent it to your 
royal highnefs^ I care but little that the public 
fliould be informed that Thiriot wrote to me 5 
but it did not in any nianner become him to dare 
to ipake me refponfibte. But thus it is that hc^ 
repairs the wrong he has done to M^ de Voltaire. 
I little expefted I fliould have been obliged to 
write a brief to your royal highnefs, the fubjedk 
of which (hould be Thiriot ; but I have beefi» 
compelled to it by his afts of imprudence. 

1 muft entreat permiffion, likewife, to fend a 
copy of the letter which the lady of the prefident 
of Bernieres has written to M. de Voltaire, o» 
the fubjeft of this unfortunate affair, which wilt 
fhew your royal highnefs how mahcious and un- 
grateful it is p.^ffible for man to be, and how 
culpable Thiriot isj not to have afted toward M* 
de Voltaire as this lady has done, to whom, 
however, fhe is under much lefs obligations. 

I am exceffively afflided to recoUeift, that 1 anv 
going this fpring to the country in which your 
royal highnefs was laft year; but I confole myfelf 
with the idea that the journey will bring me 

nearer 
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nearer to your royal highnefs, and to the coun* 
tries which are under the dominion of the king 
your father. The eftates which the marquis du 
Chaftellet means to redeem are in the county of 
Loo, and not far from thp country of Cleves. 
I am told it is a charming country, and worthy to 
become the refidence of a great king. This 
fuppofition will prevent me from felling thefe 
^ftates, which I am aflured are exceedingly fine. 
J am alfo going to commence a law-fuit at 
Bruffels, and I flatter myfelf your royal highnefs 
will then be ' pleafed to grant me fome recom- 
mendations. Thefe affairs will infringe upon 
phyfics ; but the defire I have to render myfelf 
worthy of the correfpondence of your royal 
highnefs will, afTuredly, make me find time for 
ftudy. * 

I requefl permiffion of your royal highnefs to 
inclofe a letter for the baron von Kayferling, not 
knowing where to direcft to him ; and I hope 
you will alfo kindly excufe my fending, under 
the fame cover, two copies of my EiTay on Fire, 
which has juft been printed by the academy ; 
one for M- Jordan, and the other for the baron 
von Kayferling. I muft finally requeft, as a laft 
favour from your royal highnefs, that you will 
pardon the length of this letter, in confideration 
gf the fentiments of refpeft and ^miration 
A a 3 which 
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which I have felt, while diftating its contents^ 
and with which I am, &c. 

P. S. RoulTeau is returned to write bad ode^ 
at Bruflels, I entreat your royal highncfs alvv^ysi 
%o write to me by the way of M. PJcptz, 



LETTER IX, 
]pr$m the Marcbionejs du Chateht. 
SIR, Cirey, February 27, I7|[^| 

The letter with which it has pleafed 
your royal highnefs tp honour me has poured 
balm into thofe wounds which the enemies of M. 
de Voltaire, ^nd of the human race, do not ceafe 
to inflift. He has followed the counfel your 
royal highnefs has deigned to give him, and has 
not publilhed his memorial j but has laid his 
complaint before |he chancellor. The affair is 
committed to the examination of M. Heraut, 
lieutenant-general of the police, who condemned 
the abbe des Fontaines, in 1736, for alib^ 
againft feveral naembers of the French Academy, 
and who, I hope, will avenge M. de Voltaife 
and the public. All that I defire is that M. d^ 
VoUair? Ihould not be obhgcd to quit Cirey^j an4 



CORltESPONDEKCX. 359 

his ftudies, to go in purfuit of vengeance to Pa- 
ris, of which I flatter myfelf the miniftry will 
take charge. The manner in which your royal 
bighnefs is pleafed to intereft yourfelf, in this 
aflair, perfuades me you will be glad to learn 
thofe circumftances ^yhich have fo cruelly 
troubled the repofe of a man whom your royal 
Jiighnefs honours, by fo many favours. 

With refpeft to Thiriot he is inexcufablej 
for having dared to publilh a letter which he 
was pleafed to write to me, without any requeft 
of mine, and which he has (hewn, not only 
without my permiflion, but even againft my or- 
ders. I do not conceal from your royal high- 
nefs how much I have been offended ; and I 
believe he will not, hereafter, think proper 'ta 
inake thus free with my name. I have ha 
doubt but that the letter which your royal high- 
ftefs has ordered to be written "lo him will teach 
him his duty, of which leflbn I dare affirm he 
ftood in need. His, it is true, is a foul of clay 5 
but, when weaknefs and vanity are guilty of the 
fame errors as malice, they are equally con- 
demnable. Your royal highnefs, I think, has 
been very favourable to his virtue, to compare 
it to any thing ; but, I own that, the applica- 
tion Out of the queftion, I thought your Umile of 
the thermometer charming. It is exceedingly 
A a 4 jufl: 
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juft when fpokcn of men in general;; and thjenq^ 
was, befide, fomething of a philofophic air ia 
it which pleafcd me infinitely. Still I havQ 
fome reproaches to make your, royal highncfs, 
relative to the laft letter which you have writtea 
to M. de Voltaire. , I had fuppofed that phy-t 
lies were in my department ; but I very well. 
perceive this Voltaire is what the Italians cat^ 
^attivo vicino *. 

The experiment of the watch under the reci- 
pient is very ingenious; it was made at Lon- 
don by Mr. Derham ; an account of which 
your royal highnefs may find in the Philofophi- 
cal Tranfaftions, No. 294. The privation of 
air occafioned no alteration in the motion of the 
•watchj which is an excellent proof in contradici 
tion to the Cartefian explanation of the fpring 
(or elafticity) ; for, if the fubtile matter was 
the caufe of it, the air, which is an exceedingly 
fubtile matter, ought to contribute to the mo* 
tion. There are other reafons which prove, 
j^rft, this fubtile matter does not exift ; and fe- 
condly that, did it exift, it would not occafion 
the elafticity of the fpring. The difEculty is ta 
find what does occafion this elafticity. M, 
Keills has explained.it by attradVion ; but I 
J^now not that his explanation is fatisfaftory j 

f A bs^d neighbour, 

'for 
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for attraftion is not fauce to every di(h, and the 
term has lately been rather mifufed. I fear left 
we (hall be obliged to have xecourfe to the Dei- 
ty to interpret this fpring, and to fay it is an at- 
tribute which he has given to matter ; like at- 
fradtion, mobility, and various others, known 
and unknown. I am very ignorant on the fub- 
^eft. 

I am going to take one of the pupils of M. 
Wolf, as my guide into the immenfe labyrinth 
in which nature, is loft, I mean for a time to 
quit phylics for mathematics. I perceive I 
have been a little too hafty, and muft begin 
again. Geometry is the maftet--key to ^very 
door, and I mean to apply myfelf to this ftudy. 
. I am in defpair at the accidents which led 
your royal highnefs and myfelf fbch contrary 
roads ; but I confole myfelf with the pleafure of 
having an eftate which lies fo near the pro- 
vinces of your royal father; and in the hope 
that I ftiall fome day there affure you of the re- 
fpeftful fentimepts with which I am, &c. 
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L E T T E R X. 

frtm tbi Prince Royal. 

^ A D A My Rcmulbcrg, March 8, 1 739, 

Your aj^rabation of (he d^gn I 
)javc formed to ftudy phyfics, and your ex* 
liinple, afford me woiiderfuj encouragement in 
jny new career. JU health has hitherto prevent-? 
cd me frpm beginning the ftudy 9 but^ as foon aii 
I (hall feel myfelf entirely recovered, I intend tQ 
cnlift under the banners of this fcience, to follow 
your enfigns, and, }ed by the force of your di- 
yjne genius, I ftrft propofe to yead the memoirs 
of the Academy of Sciences, afterward thephy-- 
(ics of Mufchenbroclc, 4nd to conclude with tha 
Newtonian pbilofophy. I (hall carefully avoid 
ipathematicsy the eternal calculations of which 
terrify me, and furpafs my ftrength. I (hall be. 
(atisficd with plucking thofe flowers whidi 
others have been careful to plant. Such is the 
^ibridgment of the plan which I have propbfedi 
to myfelf. We ought not to deceive ourfelves^^ 
^d I could not help recoUefting I neither pofr. 
fefs the mind of Emily nor the univerfal genius 
of Volawre, which (hould enable me to embrace 
Jtijowledgc fo vaft. }q ^ word, m^adl^m, I (haH 

content 
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eontent myfelf with gleaning where you reap, 
^nd (hall inGcfTaitfly repeat^ c*efi en vain qu*au 
Parnajfe un temeraire auUury etc *. 

The pcrfccutions that are raifed againft the- 
worthy Voltaire really afflift me. France ought 
carefully to watch over that precious leifure 
which this nobk author devotes, with fo much 
generofity, at the expence even of health, to the 
information and the good of mankind. Statues 
would have been ereiSled to him in the Capitol ; 
and he would have been^ deified in the Ly- 
ceum. Perhaps he would have occupied the 
place of Jupiter, had he coiye into the world 
in an age when men's admiration of genius was 
canied even to fuperftition. I am certain M* 
(le Voltaire will have full fatisfadion granted 
him* pn the unworthy Dcs Fontaines. The 
proceedings of this knave are too infolent to 
(cfcape the yengeaoce of the magiftr^te, and the 
public indignation ought, in fuch cafes of in-* 
juftice, to flan4 in Heu of the moft open fatis« 
faftion, with M. de Voltaire. 

The conduft of Thiriot is inexcufablej but 
we piuft not, madam, fuppofe Thiriot to be 
what he neither i§, nor ever can become. The 
fortitude required of |xim he has not ; and the 
gueftiop wiU be whether Tliiriot fail from mar 

f Ip Tain, rafli authpr, on Parnaffiaii mouipit, &c. 
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lice or from wcaknefs. I can perfeftly affure 
you it is not from malice, #¥011 know him, 
madam, and you know he has neither the wit 
nor the fpleen to be malignant. What intereft 
could he have to injure M. de Voltaire ? None. 
M. de Voltaire is his benefador, nay his idol ; 
he pays him continual homage, thinks after 
him, and, if I may be allowed the figure, rumi- 
nates on the ideas which M, de Voltaire has 
previoufly digefted. The trade of Thiriot's 
life has been to praife, with heart and voice, the 
works of the author of the Henriade. W^hat 
reafon could he have thus openly to give him* 
felf the lie ? Is he diflatisfied with M. de Vol- 
taire ? By no means. Has he been treated 
with coldnefs ? Far the reverfe, ' You ' have 
heaped favours on him, at Cirey, of which hQ 
has vaunted to all his acquaintance. 

You will therefore allow, madam, that ai\ 
error of judgment, a feeblenefs of mind, which 
jnuft only be imputed to nature, havq occafion* 
cd the falfe fteps of Thiriot^ To thefe we muft 
add the ill advice of perfons in whom he has. 
confided. We mqft make deduftions for hu-- 
man nature. Take my advice, madam, and da 
not aft as in ftrift juftice you might, for you 
would lofe a man who is attached to you, and 
whofe only defeft is nature has not beftowc4 on. 

hm 
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him judgment and genius worthy of Cirey,. 
But, by this rule^ whom would you not lofe ? If 
you will gi'ant your friendfhip and favour to 
none but perfons of equal merit to M. de Vol- . 
taire, I give you notice, madam, that the num- 
ber of your friends will be very fmall. I have 
written to Thiriot, and (hall write again, to 
prompt him to aft in a more manly way than 
he has hitherto done. I am fure you will re- - 
ftore him' to favour, and he will thus be greatly 
encouraged to- behave with propriety. 

The infinite zeal, madam, which you teftify 
in behalf of our friend enchants me ; yet let me 
entreat you, at the fame time, to fufFer me to re- 
cal to recolleftion that philofophy which be- 
ftows a certain tranquillity of mind, and by the 
aid of which perfecuted men are fuperior to 
perfecution, and have power, in fome degree, 
to ftifle thofe tumultuous emotions to which re- 
fentment and all the paflions give birth. I al- 
low it is difficult to attain a certain portion of 
indifference; but I believe the condition of. 
man requires he fliould powerfully oppofe re- 
signation to grief, a defpot by which he wilt 
inevitably be affaulted, and that ferious niedi- 
tations on human life (hould teach us to dimi- 
nifti our forrows, that we- may feel them the 

lefs; 
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Icfs; and to muitipljr and magnify our plea* 
Ibrei, that they may be the more ftriking. 

Nothing can certainly more fenfibly afFc<EV 
the worthy heart than an attack on reputa- 
tion* On fuch occaiions the armour of gre2\t 
men leaves them vulnerable. But I fhall^i 
through life, remember the judgment paffed 
On Cato and Gieero. The love of virtue, fays 
Montefquieu, was the aftive principle with Ca- 
td, wholly devoid of the love df fame. With 
Cicero, fame was the grfeat agent, and virtue 
was but an acceflar/i 

When we confider virtue a^ a godd of which' 
we caniioC be deprived, we^contemn the frivo- 
lous projefts of the envious, and the pueriUties 
ef caluniny. Thefe the worthy Voltaire may 
juftly contemn ; his repofe is too precious to 
be difturbed by fuch defpi cable trifles. Let 
him follow the advice which Lucian's Mercury 
giveis Jupiter, who felt grieved at the imperti- 
Hent difcourfe and opinions of the Athenians^ 
eoncerning him. " Be fatisfied/' faid Mercu- 
ry, ** with governing the worlds and let them 
** talk.** Let M. dc Voltaire be fatisfied with 
iiiftruding and governing the learned worlds 
and let him defpife things which are as inferior 
to him a^ the Lyceuttj was to Olympus. 

X greatly regret that, knowing you are to be 

more 
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fiiore in our neighbourhood than you havd 
been, I cannot gratify the defire I fed, madam>' 
to come and admire you ; ind perfonally to af- 
ford you marks of my cftedm. Mine was never 
a fortunate (lar, and I begin to be accuftomed 
. to its perfidy. 1 willingly pardon all its former 
treachery, but hot fa eafily the painful trick 
which it plays me at prefent; To punilh iry 1 
will beg feme aftronomer to banifli it to the 
further part of the heavens, fome millions of 
leagues more diftant from the fun. The fen* 
tence will be feVere, bvjt will not however equal 
its guilt. 

To fpeak without a metaphor, I am'perfuad- 
<d you will yourfelf be convinced the lofs is^ 
greaty when an opportunity of feeing you isr 
^wanting. Of this I have forrowful experience,* 
and fate feems to infliS: the puni(hment of 
Taiitalus upon me. It expofes you, as I may 
fay, to my fight, to heighten my wifties and 
my curiofity, yet at the fame time renders che^ 
gratification of them impoffible. I cannot bel- 
ter crofploy niy credit and my friends than iw 
your fetvice ; niy defires.will ever be the famei- 
to realize which nothirig is wanting but op^r-^ 
lunity.' 

I- am, &c. 

tEf. 
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. L E T T E R XI. 
From the Prince Royal. 
MADAM, Remufberg, April 15, lyjg* 

1 H E vexations endured, by the worthy 
Voltaire, have been very fenfibly felt by me. 
1 feel myfelf all fire for my friends, and I am ad 
much aiFeded by whatever regards them as if it 
related perfonalfy to myfelf. I do not love 
friends who remain as inadlive as the Eumc- 
nides of the opera, when a friend is in need of 
fuccour ; for which reafon, without his folicita- 
tion, I mean to intereft myfelf in behalf of the 
good Voltaire. I will write for that purpofe, 
by the next poft, to the marquis de la Chetar- 
die ; and fliall put every engine an motion, to 
reftore calm to the mind of the man who has 
fo often laboured to give me pleafure. Vol- 
taire muft himfelf be fatisficd with contemning 
his enemies. This indeed is the only favour '4ie 
can confer on them ; he would debafe himfelf 
too much by entering the lifts with them, and 
Jiis pen is too dignified to tilt againft arms which 
cannot wound, except when malice and calum- 
ny give them force. I am, therefore, glad he is 
determined to remain filent. 

z ^ You 
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You attack me^ madatn^ on phyficsj and I 
can only find fafety in flight. My progrefs in 
the knowledge of nature has been (6 fmall that I 
fliall beware ho>y I enter the lifts with you ; not 
but I (hall moft willingly avow there arc many 
things in nature which are hidden from us^ apd 
which, apparently, will^ eternally fo remain. 

I own I ftould eafily confole myfelf, for my 
ignorance of the elafticity of the air, of cohe^ 
fion, &c. did I but enjoy the advantage of be- 
ing perfonally acquainted with you ; for which 
reafon, madam, you will judge how painful it 
is to know you are on the confines of my royal 
father's provinces, and that I am unable to pro- 
fit by this advantage. ^I know not what centri- 
fiigal force impels me into PrulEa, in my own 
defpite; for I feel a fclf*moving principle 
which would direft my fteps a very different 
way. Of this, madapi, remain perfuaded, and 
likewife of all the fentiments with which I am 
Your very afie&ipiiate friend. 



voir. IX. B b LET' 
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LETTER Xil. 

From the Marcbionefs du Cbatelet. 

Sir, ' , Bniffels, Auguft i, 1739. 

I HAVE fo many thanks to pay to your 
royal highners,' and fo many pardons to alk, 
that I am embarrafled between gratitude and 
confufion. Your royal highnefs knows the 
wandering life which, during three months, I 
have led; and, while I am now writing to you, 
I am on the point of departure. I am ^ going 
to pafs a fortnight at Paris ; where, while I re- 
main, I (hould be glad to receive the, com* 
mands of your royal highnefs, and not let the 
grafs grow under the feet of Thiriot ** 

My refidence in Flanders has been marked 
by the benefits you have conferred. You have, 
no doubt, fir, been informed that the perfon 
charged with your favours found us at Enghien, 
ading a comedy. We haftily left the theatre, 
to make a party at quadrille, with thofe clmrm- 
ing boxes which ybur royal highnefs, with fo 
much grace and gallantry, has done, me the ho- 

* Thiriot was thef agent of Frederic : perhaps the lady 
means — ^&your kne with your command and I w3l be a more 
expeditious agent. T* 
' - ^ - nour 
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hour to fend. The duke lyAremberg arrived 
here fome days after, to drink the health of your 
royal highnefs^ in your excellent Hungarian 
wine, w^hich is the ne&ar of Olympus. 

We repeated the fanic freedom with M4 
Schilling. Your royal highnefs will, indeed^ 
do me the juftice to imagine that, the moment 
I am informed of the arrival of a Pruffian at 
Bruflelfj, my firft impulfe is to feize the opportu-^ 
' nity of fpeakiftgof you, and to inquire concern* 
ing a prince who honours mfc with fo many fa* 
vours, and whom I hdve fo niany jufl: reafohs to 
admire. 

I dare not aik news from your foyal highneft 
of your progrefs in phyfics, for I perceive, from 
the letters you are pleafed to write to M* de 
Voltaire,^ that Machiavel and poetry have the 
preference, I ftiU hope you will one day be- 
llow a few moments on a fcience fo worthy to 
occupy you ; and I confefs, fir, thefe wifhes of 
mine are rather intercfted ; for I flatter myfelf 
my correfpondence would then be more agree- 
able to your royal highnefs. 

I cannot exprefs the forrow I felt, during my 
journey to the country of Liege, when I recol- 
lected that your royal highnefs was, laft year, {o 
near that province*- But are you, fir, never to 
return ? I Corefee that I (hallj for fome time, 

^ B h ft aft 
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ad the part of the e9mtejfe ie Pimtecbe ^j and 
I confole myfelf in the hope that my law-fuit 
will make me gain time, till your royal Ei- 
ther (hall vifit his fouthem provinces ; for I in* 
tend to return from Paris, and ftay here all win- 
ter, and longer. 

Your royal highnefs, no doubt, is informed 
that the abbe des Fontaines has been obliged 
to difavQw the FoUairomania, in the prefencc 
of M. Heraut, lieutenant de police, and that his 
difavow^ has been inferted in the public papers. 
The interefl: which your royal highnefs has 
deigned to take in this unfortunate affair, and 
the very kind manner in which you have been 
pleafed to exprefs youtfelf on the fubjeft, have 
led me to believe this account would give you 
ple^fure. 

We (hall meet Thiriot at Paris, and I feel 
myCelf much inclined to treat him with that in- 
dulgence of which the weaknefs of his cbarader 
appears to be very worthy, and to which I am 
exhorted by your royal highnefs. You, fir, are 
formed to fet an example of every virtue. Thofe 
perfons are mod fortunate who, by living with 
your royal highnefs, perceive the immediate in- 
fluence of virtue ; but none can feel a more re- 
fpedful attachment than, &c. 

♦ A ckartder in Lti PkiJeurt of Racine. T. 

LET* 
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LETT fin XIU- 

Ft9m tbi Prince Reyal. 

M A D A M» 8erlio» Auguft 20, 1 739* 

After having travelled a hundred 
Gierman miles in four days^ nothing lefs than a 
letter from you could recal me to life. During « 
a tour of fix weeks, I have paffed through nu- 
merous countries, towns, and villages, and have 
feen fome millions of men ; but I can declare, 
madam, that, of the whole number, not one was 
worthy to become a citizen of Cirey. 

I am glad to learn that the trifling homage of 
amber, which Pruflia has fent you, was thought 
agreeable. Amber is inccnfe, and is To ufcd in 
all catholic churches, and even by the Indians^ 
who offer that perfume to their idols. Why 
(hould not fuch incenfe fmoke at Cirey, ii^ the 
temple of truth and friendthip, and where if 
might more properly be employed than ia 
places whicfi are confecrated to error, and pcov 
pled by fuperftition ? , 

Should I hiear that the Hungarian wipe is 

good for the health of our dear and worthjr 

friend, and pleafes your palate, I ihait continue 

. w feod yiw Aiipplies. <rf1t ; im i^is kMcJuft thae 

Bbj eacb.^ 
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each country (hould pay tribute to you, of its 
moft «quifitc^prody&s, . ] 

You wifh'me, madairi, to apply to phyfics; 
that, as you ^re pleafcd to fay, your corrcfpon- 
dcnce might be more agreeable to me. But I 
xannot but think the precaution ratlier unnecef- 
fary; A ypung'man muft hafve very little fen* 
^ility who (hould not find the corfi^fpo^fcdence 
of a youthful, beauteous^ and: lovely lajiy agree-? 
able. I am well convinced that, had Ithe plca-^. 
fure of your company, the fubjeft of my coq-i- 
v.^rfation ^oxii^ ncithpr be Newton^ Mauper* 
t^s, lyj^iran, nor, L9cHe, Let us huftand th^ 
aid tbefe learned men may afford for that age 
in which the icy ;heart has nothing more to offer, 
^d permit me, madam, at prefent, to pref<?r 
the glow of feeling to the phlegti^ic chs^rm5 of 
a philofophic cprrefpondence. 

I qrm at; prf fenj . bufied jn refuting the enemy 
of hpfn^nityj and the calumniator of princes. 
From this. work I feek recreation in the arms of 
poetry, and I (hall creep after yqu in the road 
ofphyiics. We are not all allowed, madam, 
to poffefs univerfal genius. The mind re- 
fembles the fciences, fomd of which are much 
more .compretien(ive than others. I cannot, 
for my own partj hut perceive that irximtnfitf 
}s ^s little i»y Jot as the whole w^xltd v^-as that of 
* A .. ♦ Alcj^ander, 
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Alexander. I exert myfelf to conquer fomc 
foiall neighbouring province ; fomething after 
the manner of France, which imperceptibly 
Tcizcs on the ifle of Corfica, after having taken 
poffeffion of Lorraine; with this remarkable' 
difference, that the conqueft of thefe provinces 
has been made either by violence or artifice, 
and the provinces of fcienee are only to be con- 
quered by affiduous labour ; tricking is there 
ufelefs, and we have no other means' to make 
them our own but by the ftrength of the lind^ir*- 
flanding. You people who march with gianf ' 
ftrides imagine that every man has the honour 
to be a giant, like yourfelves; but I am de- 
lighted to perceive you hav-e this human defeft, 
and that you thus meafure others by your own 
ftahdard. Deign to recoiled, madam, in fu- 
ture, that men may refemble each other in the 
exterior, but that in capacity and mind they 
greatly differ^ 

I am glad to hear that our friend Voltaire 
has reafon to be fatisfied with the manner in 
which jufticc has been done to him in Paris ; 
he has been very properly filent, and the fatis* 
fadion he receives will be more hpnourable to 
him than all the memorials he could have writ- 
ten, by which be would have ftpod pledged tg 
the public, 

B b 4 I ^in 
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I. am preparing a magnificent edition of th^ 
Htfnriade, the execution of which will be worthy 
of its author. I Iball write to him in a f^w 
<Jays, and fend him the preface, that he may 
corred it as he ftiall think proper. 

Whatever comes from you, madam, will be 
tnoft agreeable to me. Intelligence from Paris, 
paffing through yoiir hands, will acquire that 
brilliancy which the rough diamond receives 
from the poliih o( the fkilful lapidary : begde 
that every thing which relates to yourfclf, or 
oui: amiable friend^ will, during life, give me 
infinite pleafure. 

I entreat you to believe m6, with every fenti* 
ment of the mod perfcft efteem. 

Madam, 
. Your very affeftionate friend* 



LETTER XIV. 
From the ^arcbioncfi du Cbatelet. 

SIR, Hot^l de Richelieu, Paris, Odober 13, {739. 

I WISH not to be the laft to declare to 
your royal highnefs how highly worthy the pre* 
face to the Henriade is of the moft Angular 
editor the world ever few. The honour con* 

fcrred 
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ferred by your royal hi^hefs, ym M. d^ V0U 
uire, is fupeiior to the driumph dbarecdt to 
TaiTo. He is worthy of this honour ; tot his 
attachment to your royal highnefs, and bis gra« 
dtude, are in proportion to the benefit conferred. 

I am not fb much the enemy of mankind as to 
draw the attention of your royal highnels^ fron^ 
the fine work in which you have undertaken to 
i^efiite the corrupter ofmonarchs^ that you might 
ftudy a few phyfical truths* I pepc^v« you en- 
courage experimental philofophy, but that you 
have a more precious" manner of employing 
your time; and,- provided your royal highnefe 
will beftow a no lefs degree of favour on me, 
though I (ball be forry kit phyfics, I Ihall not 
be forry for myfelf, 

I take the liberty to fend you an Italian^ranf*' 
lation of the firft book of the Henriade. I 
rather intrude on the rights of M» de Voltaire ; 
but he has fo many prefents to fend your royal 
highnefs that I hope he will not envy me this 
trifling opportunity of paying my court to you. 
I feldom write poetry, though I am paffionately 
,fond of it; and I believe you will be fatisfied 
with Ae fidelity and precifion of the tranflation 
which I have the honour to remit. The author 
of it fays the other books (hall foon follow. 

On my aiTival at Paris, I found the city all 

afdour 



1 



378 fQSTHUMOUS works; ^ 

^dour and joy^ and its inhabitants as amiable 
and as trifling as I left them. Great revolutions 
have happened at court, which feems to me, at 
prefent, to be what it ought to be. All this I 
muft, with fbme regret, forfake for law ; and I 
hope your royal highnefs will render my abode 
at Bniflels lefs irkibme, by tokens of remem* 
brance, with which you cannot honour any 
perfon who will be more fenfibleof their worth, 
or more devotedly, &c. 



L E T T E R XV, 
. From ibc Prince RoyaL 

MADAM, Rcmufterg, OAober 27, 1739. 

I WAS in company with Machiavel- 
when I had the pleafure to receive your letter^ 
and the Italian tranflation of the Henriade. I 
am infinitely encouraged by the approbation you 
beftow on the preface to the Henriade. Truth 
and convidion have employed my pen to exprefs 
their feelings. The work praifes itfelf ; and ray 
only merit i$ that of having arranged the phrar 
feology. M. de Voltaire has no need of a 
panegyrift to make his beauties efteemed and 
tafted by Europe ; nor is the prop with which 

I have 
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I have attempted to fupport his fame any thing 
better than a (haken reed. 

You inquire concerning Machiavel, whom 
I imagine I ihaU have dbne with in a fortnight. 
I wifli not to preferit an unconnefted and ill 
di^elted work to the public : I write much and 
erafe more. It is at prcfent but a rude mafs of 
clay, to which form and falhion muft be im- 
parted. I fend you, however, the introduftion; 
that you may judge of the fpirit in which the 
woric is written. There are ferious paflages 
which require ferious refutation; but there are 
ethers in which I have fuppofed it proper to in- 
cite the Imilcs of the reader. I know nothing; 
worfe than dulnefs, and Imagine a reader never 
receives inftruftion well when his author makes 
him yawn. There is prefumption, perhaps, in 
the attempt of a man of my age to infthid fhe 
world; and perhaps none in the attempt to' 
give it pleafure^ I have been defirous, occa- 
fienally, to give a fprinkling of that Attic fait 
which was fo much eftecmed by the ancients ; 
but this fprinkfing is not in every man's power. 
I (hall fend the work, chapter by chapter, to M. 
de Voltaire ; your judgment and your tafte (hall 
to me be in lieu of the public ; and, as an aft of 
friendfhip,'! r^queft j^ou'jiot to difguife your 
ffntiments. 

But 
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But I perceive^ like >|)ie abb£ CbauIieUy | 
am eternally fpeaking erf" myfclfc I a& a 
thouiand pardons^ madam, I have been hurried 
away, and {educed, by M^chiavei and my 
tubjcd> 

To change the difcourfe, permit me to inform 
you that we have been vifited by the amiable 
Algarocci, and the ho kfs amiable and learned 
lord Baltimore, For a week, 1 continued to 
feel the value of their good company ; after 
which they were fuccecdcd by that Marcus 
Curtius of the French who devotes himfelf to 
his country's good, and, as it is faid, means t<f 
bury himfelf in the greateft of the gulphs of the 
Hyperborean feas**. I wifti to coii&fe him at 
his- departure, and could not but regret fo 
afniable a man (hould travel to dance atten- 
dance in a climate, and country | fb little worthy , 
of him as Ruffia. 

He told me a thouiand things in favcnir o£ 
his monarch, and endeavoured to bring vatorct 
to the opinion lof thoTe philofbpher3 who affirmr 
love reftores a chaos to <^rder. Bb. it love, or be 
it what you jjeafe, I fliaJl trouble my&If but 
little with that ^m ; but I beg you to belfeve 

* The marquis de la Chetardie^ who had bedi die loTcr 
of the emprefs Elizabeth of RuiSa. T. 

I am 



\ 
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I am not equally indifferent in the fentiments 
wbich I entertain for you, and that it is of much 
greater importance to me that you (hould be 
convinced of the efteem with which 
I am, 

Madam, 
Your very affectionate friend. 

P. S. Have the goodnefs kindly to remember 
me to our worthy friend. 



LETTER XVL 
Prtm the Marcbione/s du Cbatekt. 
S I Ry BruffclBi December 29^.1 739. 

After having read the refutation of 
Machiavel, it would be impoflible not to thank 
your royal highhefs. What has been faid of 
Telemachus may be faid of this ; that, could 
human happinefs originate in a book, here 
Qiiginate it would. I hope, fir, you will fend 
(he continuation of this beautiful performance. 

M. Algarotti has informed me of his furprife, 
at feeing and hewing your royal highnefs ; I am 
aftonilhed that he could leave you. 

My refped and attachment to your royal 
5 highnefs 
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highnefs do not depend on any cuftom, though 
I feize every opportunity which cuflom prefeots 
of afluring you of their reaUty. I, therefore, 
profit by the new year to reiterate, fir, the fen- 
tinxents with which I (hall all my life, &c* 



LETTER XVII. 

pyom the Marchionefs du Cbatelei. 

S I R» BruiTelsi March 4, 1740. 

1 AM reading the continuation of the ex- 
cellent work of your royal highnefs ; but I am 
too 'impatient to tell you how much I am en- 
chanted by it to wait till 1 have read the whole. 
Your I'oyal highnefs muft, for the happinefs of 
mankind, publi(h the work r though not your 
name, you will fet your feal to it ; I mean 
that love of the public good, and of the human 
race, which you feel, and which will there be 
dilcovered by all who have the happinefs of 
being acquainted with your royal highnefs. 

Whoever (hall read the Anti-Machiavel will 
imagine that the whole life of your royal high- 
nefs has been employed in political meditation. 
But, knowing aS I do that your talents extend 
10 all fubjefts, I Qiould venture to mention the 

metaphyfics 
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metaphyfics of Wolf and Leibnitz^ a ikctch of 
which I have made in French, if the reading of 
the works of your royal highnefs did not cure 
me of the temerity which prompts me to fend 
my own. Thcfe are new ideas to French minds, 
and, perhaps, when clothed in our mode, they 
might make their fortune ; but to do this ef- 
fedually would require the eloquence and depth 
of your royal highnefs. Should you, however, 
give me your commands, and (hould you find 
leifure, I will do myfelf the honour to fend fome 
of the chapters ; for I cannot but think that the 
inhabitants of Cirey, refide where they will, 
ought to fend the firft fruits of their labours to 
your royal highnefs. Should yoii deign to cor- 
redl the work I am certain of its fuccefs. 
I am, &c. 



LETTER XYllL 
From the Prince Royal. 

M A D A My Berlin, March I7» 1740. 

/Th E works of a lady, who con:.\bines a 

mafculine and profound underftanding with that 

delicacy and tafte which are peculiar to hcTfex, 

cannot but be very agreeable to me. Not from 

a Wolf, 
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Wolf, but from rhe lips of Minerva, ihall I 
hereafter receive inftrudlion. It is to be pre* 
fumed, madam, tlhoie who read your work will 
become the difciples of Wolf. When the 
heart is moved the mind is eafily convinced. I 
will be anfwerable for my own convidion, to 
undertake which depends only on yourfelf, by 
fending me this ineftimable abridgment. Our 
didadic and heavy German philofophy needs the 
aid of an anient and enlightened genius, like 
yours, to abridge its dull repetitions, and render 
its extreme dryhefs pleafant ; pafling through 
your crucible its ore will become the purefl 
gold. 

Had I enjoj^ed all neceffary leifure, perhaps 
the refutation of Machiavel, which you fo in- 
dulgently appiaud, would have been more ef- 
fedtual ; but I have been at Berlin for thefe four 
months, tha^ is to fay, in the moft tumultuous 
and leaft proper place on earth to enjoy that 
coUeftednefs which \yorks of this nature demand* 
I have made a truce with Voltaire, and have 
intreared him to grant me a few weeks delay; 
after wh'ich I have promifcd to have no com- 
paffion on the errors which have efcaped me in 
the cornpofition of the work. The convalefcent 
Cefar'iO will himfelf inform you, by the enclofed 
letter;, what pleafure it gives him to be remem^ 

bered 
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bcred by yau. We talk of Circy as the Jews 
do of Jcrufalem, and, in cfFeft, your houfc as 
much merits to be called a temple as did the 
fuperb edifice which was built by Solomon; 
with this grand difference that Superftition and 
Ignorance often were the inhabitants of the 
facred porticos, and the fanftuary of thofe abodes 
which Titus deftroyed j and that Wifdom and 
' the Pleafures have eftablilhed their refidence, xjx 
that enchanting temple of which you and 
Voltaire are the deities. 

Should you, at Bruffels, perceive any little 
fumigation, or odour of amber, wafted by a 
north wind, remember the incenfe comes from 
us ; and that no where on earth do you receive 
adoration more pure, and homage more fincere, 
than ours. 

I am,, with the moft perfeft efteem. 
Madam, 

Your very afFedionate friend. 



vouix. Cc LET- 
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LETTER XIX. 

s 

Ttm thi Marcbionefs du Cbateltf. 
.§ I Rj . . VerfaiScf, Apifl t^ 1740, 

I SEND'my Eflay on Metaphyfics to your 
foyalliighnefs/and wifh youmay, yet fear you 
tvill not, bave time for its perufal/ You will 
perhaps be as touch aftotiifhed to fee it in print 
as L am aftamed. The circumftances which 
^ fed to iti publication are too long to explain to 
^ovir royal highnefs. I w^it to kno\^ what your 
royal highnefs thinks of it, that I may learn 
Whether I ought to repent or to applaud myfelf. 
I rccolleft you had the metaphyfics of Wolf 
tranflated, under your own infpeftion, and that 
you even cdrreded fome paffage^, with your 
own hand, I therefore imagirie the fubjeft will 
^lot difpleafe you, fince you have deigned to 
employ a part of your time on fuch a courfe of 
readings 

Your royal highnefs will fee, by the preface, 
the intention of the book was to promote the 
education pf an only fpn, whom I love with 
extreme tenijernefs. I thought I could not give 
him a greater proof of this than by an endeavour 
' ' ' to 



CORRBSPOKDENCE. 3S7 

to render him lefs ignorant than our youth 
ufually are. Defirous of teaching him the 
elements of phyfics, I was obliged to compofe 
the work myfelf, not having any complete courfc 
on this fubjeft, in French, adapted to his age. 
As I am perfuaded of the intimate connexion 
between phyficg atid metaphyfics, on which the 
former are founded, 1 wiflied to give him an 
idea of the doftrine of Leibnitz ; which, I coi^^ 
fefs, is fl>e only fyftem that has afforded me 
fatisfadion, though I ftill hav^ many doubts un- 
removed. 

The work will be in feveral volumes ; a part 
of thj^ firft of which only has been printed. I 
believe it will be publiftied about Whitfuntidc, 
when I (hall take the liberty to prefent a copy to 
your royal highnefs, (hould you appear fatisfied 
with that which I have the honour at prefent to 
fend. 

I perceive my letter is already too long, and 
that J have not yet mentioned my gratitude fcr 
the charming box which your royal highnefs has 
done me the favour to beftow. I never faw 
any thing more agreeable or more elegantly fer ; 
but, permit me to fay, it ftill wants its greateft 
ornament ; and, highly favoured as I am, I am 
notwithftanding exceedingly jealous of the 
prefent with which M. de Voltaire is honoured. 
C c 2 I believe 
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I believe he has fent your royal highnefs hh 

Newtonian metaphyfics, and you will perhaps 

be aftoniflied at our difference of opinion ; but 

I know not whether your royal highnefs ha$ 

read a talkative Frenchman called Montagne, 

who, fpeaking of two men who had a real 

friendftiip for each other, fay^ — " All things 

** were in common between them, except the 

** fecrets of other perfons, and their own opi- 

^* nions.'*— To me it appears our friehdfhip is 

but the more refpeftable and durable, fince it 

is not affedled even by difference of opinion. 

Freedom in philofophy is as neceffary as liberty 

of confcience. Your royal highnefs will judge 

between us ; the wifli to merit your approbation 

will impel us to make new efforts. 

Termit me to bring Machiavel to the recol- 

ieftion of your royal highnefs. 1 intereft my? 

felf in the publication of a work, which muft 

* be fo ufeful to mankind, with the fame zeal 

with which I have the honour to be, &g.' 



JLEt: 
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LETTER XX, 

From the Prince Royal. 
MAP A M, Reniufberg, May 19^ i74Q^r 

It is impoflible to read the work of a 
profound German metaphyfician, tranflated and 
new formed by an amiable French lady, with- 
out aftonifliment. You fo powerfully prove yoa 
have not the defefts of your nation that I 
think I have fome reafon to doubt whether 
France be your country, and whether you do 
not do the Germans the honour to be wholly 
German. You muft, at lead, be ranked with 
thofe fuperior minds which all nations produce, 
which form a diftinft clafs, and the members of 
which may be called citizens of the world. 
France, previous to our times, had produced 
only women of wit, or pedantic learning. Ram- 
bouillet, Dcflioulieres, and Sevigne, have 
(hone by the brightnefs of their genius, and the 
beauty of their thoughts. Madame Dacicr was 
learned, but nothing more. You fhew us a 
much more extraordinary phenomenon, and, 
without offence to your modefty, we may affirm 
the fciences you poffefs, and the manner in 
which you think arid exprefs your thoughts, arc' 
C c 3 as 
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as fupcrior to the qualities of thefe ladies as the 
genius of Voltaire is to that of Boil^au, or as 
Newton is to Dcfcartes. Your phyfical inftitu- 
tions charm the reader; which i% much in a 
book on metaphyfics *. If I may be permitted 
to fpeak my opinion undifguifedly, I think t&erfe 
are chapters which you might render more 
concife, without weakening your arguments; 
aad principally that on Space, whith appears to 
me to be rather difFufe. 

You will give me great pleafure, and dp rac 
an honour by fending the work when Complete. 
You cannot be too much encouraged in the un- 
common tafte you have for the fciences. 1 
hope the facility of your progrefs, wonderful as 
it is, will encourage the ladies to follow your 
example, and that they will at length renounce 
their wretched paffion for play, by which they 
are degraded, and which certainly can only ren* 
der them contemptible. 

From the correfpondence of M. de Voltaire, 
J knew him to be a tolerant friend. Wliat in- 
deed were friendfhip, if deprived of indulgence 
and good breeding ? Enmity exercifes a tyran- 
nical power over the mind, which (he renders 

♦ I We never met with the work of the marchlonefs, but 
there appears to be a folecifm in the life of the terms pfyjhal 
and metapfyjics, in this paflage. T» 

her 



her flave; bgt frieh^tbip wifljes it to fee «s free a^ 
itfelf. It aiks poifeirion of t];ie hieart, and as ia^ 
different to the opinifjjv of the underftanding. 
Befidc, if wc coniidcr what opinions and philofo- 
phic feftsare, we (hall perceive that they are but 
different views of the fame objeft, feen by (hort- 
fighted people. They are complex ideas, to 
which a trifle often gives birth, and often deftroys; 
fellies of the imagination more or lefs ardent, 
more or lefs curbed. It would, therefore, be 
the excefs erf" phrenzy to renounce the friend- 
(liip of a perfbn who once thought the fun turn- 
ed round the earth, but who is, at prefent, per- 
fuaded tlie earth turns round the fun. When 
we truly love^ I am miftaken if friendlhip can 
fuffer any chaiigc from the malady of the friend, 
whether that malady be the fmall pox or the 
fpleen; and, * efpecially as the ties of friend - 
(hip neither confift in the health of the body 
nor in the ftrcngth of the underftanding. 

I afk pardon, madam, for my loquacity ; I 
flatter mj^elf that the marchionefs du Chatelet, 
and not the author of the metaphyfics, furround- 
ed with algebra, and armed with rule and com- 
pafs, win read my letter. I can fend you no* 
thing equal to your own admirable works, 
which I receive from your wifdom and kind- 
nefs. I can but cojidvKie by affuring you that 
C c 4 I have 
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I h;iVe more than adequate cauje to be^ with the 
moft perfect efteem^ 

M ADA Ml 

Your ever faithful friend and admirer. 



LETTER XXL 

From the Marcbionejs du Cbatelet. 

SIRE, Bruffcls, June ii, 1740. 

X P RMI T me to join in the rejoicings of 
your kingdom and of all Europe. I was pre- 
paring to anfwer the philofophic letter with 
which the prince royal was pleafed to honour 
me, but am at prefent obliged to addrefs^myfelf 
to your majefty, with wifhes for your profperity, 
ai>d with that refpedt which, &c.^ 



I^ E T T E R XXII. 
From the Marcbionejs du Chatelet. 

SIRE* Bruffek, July 14, 1740. 

I HOPE M. de Camas will have given 
your majefty an account of the pleafure I had to 
fee and to con»crfe with him on all which you 

have 
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have already eiFefted for' the happinefs of your 
people, and for your own glory. Your majefty 
will eafily conceive the numerous queftions 
with which he was aflaulted. I can affure you, 
I thought the day I pafled in his company very 
(hort ; nor did I tell him half I had to fay, 
though your majefty was our continual fubjedt. 
By the choice you have made of M, de Camas, 
and his companions, I fee you are as well ac- 
quainted with men as with philofophy. I have 
feldom known a more amiable gentleman, or one 
who infpires greater confidence ; for which rea- 
fon I could not forbear letting him perceive the 
extreme defire I have to admire your majefty 
perfonally. We confulted on the means, and 
I hope he has written to your majefty on that 
fubjeft. * One there was which is no longer in 
my power, but I confole myfelf in the hope that 
the journey of your majefty to Cleyes will 
enable me to pay my court to you ; and for this 
gratification I ftiall aloae be indebted, for my 
attachment to your majefty, and the exceffivc 
wifti I have to affure you of it myfelf. I blufti 
to owe this obligation to others ; and, Ihould 
your majefty deign to defire it, I will make ,all 
poflible efforts to effeft this purpofe. 

Your majefty may well fuppofe that, as the 
commencement of the phyfical inftitutions has 

not 
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not difplcafed you, I ihall haften the iriiprcflioni 
and, (hould I have the happinefs of feeing you 
this autumn, I hope to prefent the work to your 
naajefty. 

I cannot but own the afflidion I feel to un* 
dcrftand that the human race is to be deprived 
of the refutation of MachiaveL Nor can I ren- 
der too many thanks to your majefty, for the 
goodnefs with which you make me an exception 
to the general rule, and promifc nxe a copy^ 
This is the moft 'precious gift your majefty can 
beftow. I do not believe the Dutch edition 
will be completed, but I imagine your majefty 
will take off a few copies at Berlin, and that 
you will not then forget one who, of all people 
on earth, will moft cherifti this incomparable 
work. I know nothing which is better written; 
the thoughts are fo beautiful, and fo juft, that 
they would of themfelves be fufficient, without 
the charms of eloquence. I hope your majefty 
will be ferved to your wifhes, and that the book 
will not appear. M. dei Voltaire will go in 
perfon to Holland, fliould his prefence be nc- 
ceffary, as I infinitely fear it will ; for the book^ 
fellers of that country are addicted to artifice, 
I caii affure your majefty he will never make a 
more painful facrifice than by undertaking this 

journey. 
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journey, I hope, however, it may yet be dif- 
penfed with, , 

Your majefty, no doubt, has many admirers 
with whom you are unacquainted; but I cannot 
conclude my letter, without mentioning one of 
the moft zealous of the number, who is nearly 
related to me, and whom M. de Canaas faw 
here, I mean M. du Chatelct, fon of the colo-» 
jiel of the grand duke's guards. He purpofely 
palled through Bareith, on his route from Vi- 
enna to this place, that he might have the 
pleafure cofpeak to your majefty, and be known 
to the princefs your fifter. He left that place 
overwhelmed with the favours he there re- 
ceived, and his heart overflowing with thoughts 
on Frederic. The margravefs gave him an 
air compofed by your majefty, which we have 
performed, and I am learning it by rfxc ; for, 
to a French ear, your majefty's mufic is very 
learned, and my defire to corre6t mine is that I 
may fing your compofitions, and your praifes. 

Your majefty is, at prefent, occupied in re- 
ceiving homage from your Pruflian fubjeds ; 
. yet am I well perfuaded not one of them will 
render homage more fincere, or more refpeft* 
ful, than that with which I have the lionour to 
be,&c. 

LET- 
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LETTER XXIIL 

From the Marcbionejj du Cbatekt. 

8 I R E» Bruflcli, Auguft 1 1, X740, 

I F the happinefs to fee and Tknow your 
majefty, whom I have fo long admired, were 
not the thing I moft ardently defire, it would 
be the event I moft (hould fear. Thefe oppo- 
fite feelings are contending in my mind ; but I 
perceive defire is the moft powerful ; and, 
whatever it may coft my felf-love, I wait the 
honour the hope of which your majefty has in- 
fpired with eagernefs equal to my gratitude. I 
have recourfe to your amiable Cefario, and en- 
treat him, who knows me, to inform your ma- 
jefty I am not fuch as your goodnefs to me has 
induced you to paint me in your imagination, 
and that I do not merit the flattering things you 
have faid to me, except from iny attachment to^ 
and admiration of, your majefty. 

Would your majefty believe that, on the eve 
of receiving the favour with which your majefty 
wiftics to honour me, I am daring enough to afk 
another ? M. de Valory has informed M. dc 
Voltaire, and the public papers almoft fay the 
fame, that yoiir majefty means to honour France 

with 



r"' 
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•with a vifit. J feek not to know whether the 
ambaffador and the gazette writer be trdy in- 
formed, but I venture to reprefent to your ma- 
jefty that Cirey is on your road, and that I never 
ftiall confole myfelf if I have not the honour 
there to receive him to whom we have fo often 
paid homage. I have entreated the baron von 
Kayferling to be my interceflbr, with your ma- 
jefty, to obtain me this favour. Great fouls 
gain hearts by the benefits they beftow, and this 
is the claim which I make on your majcfty. 

Your majefty will certainly not oblige by 
halves ; I therefore venture to hope you will fet 
no limits to your gracious condcfcenfion, but 
will fufFer me to profit by all the moments you 
ftiall deign to grant me. Here, likewife, I im- 
plore the interceflion of Cefario, with whom I 
enter into details that I dare not attempt with 
your 'majefly, 

I labour to render myfelf worthy of the 
praifes your majefty has beftowed on that work, 
the beginning of which t have taken the liberty 
to fend. It has long been finilhed, and I hope 
to prefent it to your majefty. My defign is to 
publiQi, in French, an entire courfe of philofo- 
phy, fmiilar to that of M. Wolf, but with 
French fauce. Of this fauce I ftiall endeavour 
not to be too prodigal. We feem to me to 
7 want 
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vant fuch a work. French levity takes a dif- 
taftc to the very form of the writings of M. ^ 
Wolf; but I am perfuadcd my fellow citizens 
will be pleafed with his prccife and rigid rea- 
foning, when care is taken not to terrify therai 
with hard word$^ fuch as kmma^ theorem^ and 
dcmonftration, which feem to them improper, 
except when applied to mathematics. It is 
certain, however, that the procefs of the undcr- 
ftanding is the fame in all truths. The deve- 
lopement and purfuit of truths that are not re- 
ducible to calculation are indeed the raoft diffi- 
cult ; but this diffiailty (hould only tend to 
encourage thinking people, who ought to feel 
truth cannot be too dearly purchafed. 

By the length of my letter, I fear, I have 
proved the reverfe; and that, however real 
my refpeft and attachment may be, your: ma* 
jefty never will have the patience to read the 
afiurances which I here take the liberty to rei* 
terate, &c. 



LET- 
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LETTER XXIV. 
From the Marchionefs du Chatelet. 

S I fi^ E, Foiitainbleau, Odtober lOj 1740, 

I HAVE moft'fenfibly participated the 
pkafure M. de Voltaire has enjoyed^ of perfon^ 
ally admiring the modern Marcus Aurelius. 
His letters to me are full of the praifes of your 
majefty, and of the happinefs with which he 
has paffed fome days in your fociety* 

\ have taken the opportunity, while he is 
bufied in executing your majefty's commands in 
Holland > to make a tour to the court of France, 
whither I have been called by bufinefs, and 
where I wilbed to judge myfelf of the ftate of 
M. de Voltaire's affairs. Of thefe he had the 
honour to converfe with your majefty. No- 
thing pofitive appears againft him ; but a multi- 
tude of little vexations accumulated may pro- 
duce the fame effed as real injuries. Your 
majefty, if you pleafe, may difpel the clouds; to 
effect which M. de Camas needs but avow that 
bounty with which M. de Voltaire is honoured 
by your majefty, and the intereft you take in 
his welfare. Thefe I am certain will be fufiicient 
to procure the repofe which it is but juft he 

6 (hdulci 
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fhould enjoy, and of which his health is in fo 
much need. I doubt not but your majefty will 
afford him this new mark of favour, and that 
you will, at prefent, effe6t the fame thing, 
through the medium of M. de Camas, which 
you deigned to perform through that of Mi dc 
la Chctardie, at a time when we dared not even 
make the requeft to your majefty. Louis XII. 
faid that the king of France ought not to revenge 
the wrongs of the duke of Orleans ; but I am 
perfuaded your majefty is formed to furpafs the 
beft of fovereigns, and that you think the king 
of Pruffia ought to froteS thofe whom the 
prince royal honoured with his friendftiip. 

I am grieved to fee myfelf in any other court 
than that of your majefty ; 1 continually hope 
I may one day fatisfy the extreme defire which. 
I have to admire you in perfon, and to affurc 
you of the refpedk and attachment with which 
1 am, &c. 



LET. 
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LETTER XXV. 

FroiH the Marcbicnefs du Chatelet% 

JS I R £^ BruiTels, December 24^ 1740. 

My duty and attachment to your ma- 
jcfty equally bid me affure you of my refped, 
at the beginning of the new yean With thefe 
fentiments.I (hail all my life, Sec. 



LETTER XXVL 

From the Marchionefs du Chatelet. 

5 I R E| Vcrfaiflc|, June 2, 1742^ 

It is impoffible for me to contain my 
joy, and conceal it from your majefty. The 
bounty with which you have honoured me 
authorifed me in taking this liberty, and in 
joining that concert of praife which here re- 
founds your majefty^s name. Tp you we are 
indebted for the advantages of war ; and, if | 
miftake not, to you we (hall be indebted for the 
advantages of peace. 

Having had the happinefs to be one qf the 
firft who knew and admired youi: majefty, I 

VOL. IX. D d (halJ^ 
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Ihall, all my life, continue the pcrfon moft in- 
teirefted in your glory, and (hall, with the moft 
profound refped, remain, &c. 



LETTER XXVII; 

From the Marcbionefs du Cbatelet. 

SIRE, Paris, May 7, 1743,: 

The favours with which I have been ho- 
noured by your majefty authorife me to com- 
municate the marriage of my daughter, with the 
duke de Montenero CarafFa. Your majefty 
well knows, had my prayers been heard, (he 
would hav^ pafled her life at your court, and 
that this WOUI4 have been a happinefs of which 
I (hould have been very jealous. I do not, 
however, lofe the hope of hereafter perfonally 
admiring him to whom I have long been devot- 
ed by the moft refpedful and inviolable attach- 
ment. 

With thefe fentiments, and the moft pro- 
found refpeft, I (hall all my life, &c. 



LET- 
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LETTER XXVIII. 
Frm tbt Marcbione/s du CbateUt. 

SIRE, Pari*, January 1, 1744. 

Opportunities of aflbringyour 

majcfty of my refpeft and attachment arc too 
dear to me to mifs that which the commence- 
ment of the year prefents. I know not what 
can be withed in your majefly*s favour : no- 
thing, except that the age of Neftor ftiould be 
added to the glory of Achilles. 

Fof myfelf, I have only to hope your majefty 
will continue to honour me with your bounty, 
and will remain perfuaded of the refpeft with 
which I am, &c. 



LETTER XXIX. 

From the Marcbionejs du Cbatelet. 

5 I R E, Cirey, May 30, 1744. 

I TAKE the liberty to fend your ma- 
jefty a new edition of fome pieces, which you 
deigned to receive with kindnefs, when they 
firft appeared. Any opportunity co pay my court 
D d a to 
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to your majcfty is too precious to be ncglcded. 
1 hope you will receive this new homage, which 
I render rather to the philofopher than to the 
king, with your accuftomed bounty. 

Might I venture, I (hould entreat your ma- 
jefty to indulge me in teftifying the joy I feel 
at learning that her royal highnefs the princefs 
Ulrica, is, by her talents, to replace queeil 
Chriftina. She alone is worthy to fill the 
throne of this illuftrious queen. 

I am, with the moft inviolable attachment, 
and the moft profound refpeft, &c. 



LETTER XXX. 

From the Marcbionejs du Cbatelet. 
SIRE, Bruflcls, Septembers, 1744* 

I KNOW not which afflifts me moft, to 
hear that your majefty is ill, or to lofe the hope 
of paying my court to you. I flatter myfelf I 
fliall have your thanks for the facrifice I make 
to you, and that the prefence of the perfon who 
delivers you this letter, and whom I hope your 
majefty will not long detain, will prove, more 
cffeAually than all I can fay, the refped and at- 
tachment with which I am, &c. 

End of the Letten tf Frederic fl. and the 
MaxiCHionsss dv Chatslet. 
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LETTER I. 

From the Prince Royal. 

S I Rf January 29, 1731. 

Attentions paid by a man of 

your merit always make their way> like rays of 
the fun that break through the clouds ; and no- 
thing but your own modefty could render you 
fo guarded refpefting yourfelf. But, though 
you do yourfelf injuftice, I hope you will not 
be guilty of the fame toward others. Be aflur- 
ed, fir, that a word from you is to me more 
flattering than the good wiflies of a thoufand 
D d 4 others ; 
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Others ; and whether it be that I find my vanity 
foothed, or that J depend on your fmcerity, it 
is ftill certain that the compliment you have juft 
paid me, on the beginning of the year, is that 
which, of all I hav^ received, has given me the 
moft pleafure. Let me intreat you, fir, not to 
confine yourfelf merely to compliments; be 
not fo chary of a few thoughts, and a few ftrokes 
of the pen, which I earneftly requeft. I have 
the prejudice to believe that two words from 
you will afford me more inftruftion, on philofo- 
phic fubjeds, than the perufal of the moft for- 
midable folios. ^ Let me beg you, fir, to acco« 
modate yourfelf to this opinion, and not to fpare 
paper. You are fomething in my debt, for the 
great eftccm in which I hold you, or you arc 
rather thus indebted to yourfelf. But, in fine, 
it feems to me that the efteem of a foreigner 
ought to be dear enough to you to continue it, 
by affording him new fubjefts for its increafc. 

I am, with the moft perfed refpeft, your 
very affeftionate friend. 



LET- 
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Letter il 

prom M. de Fontenelle. 

SIR, Parit, March 20, 1 7374 

1 T is at prefent many years fiqce Alex^ 
ander went to viilt Diogenes in his tub ; and I 
think fuch incidents ought to be uncommon^ as 
they really are; for, though princes who do 
philofophers fo much honour are the greateft of 
princes, it is to be feared philofophers would 
become lefs fage. This is a dedu(£lion I make 
from my own experience. Since it has plcafed 
your royal highncfs to give me to underftand 
that my name and works are known to you, I 
feel my vanity exceedingly increafed ; but, in 
this, vanity is fo well founded that I (hall not 
endeavour to vanquifh it, as perhaps I fhould 
do on lefs occaiions. 

Another fentiment, in which I cannot too 
freely indulge, is the extreme gratitude I owe to 
the bounty of your royal highncfs, and which 
will ever accompany the profound refpedt with 
which I am, &c. 



LET- 
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LETTER m. 

Frm M* de Fonlenelle, 

SIR, Paris, July lo, i^JJ* 

1 HAVE not dared foowr to return my 
moft humble thanks to your royal highnefs for 
the letter with which I have been honoured ; I 
feared left a prince, who thinks fo difFerently 
from moft other princes, Ihould not feel hiriv- 
felf equally flattered by the exceHive hafte whigb 
courtiers affeft in their anfwers on ev^ry occa* 
iion ; and I thought it right to aft with yoq, firy 
nearly the fame as with worthy men of much 
inferior rank, I am, without vanity, a very 
bad courder, and (hould be much vexed were I 
fufpeded of being a good one ; for I then thinlf 
I ihould be fufpefted of numerous vices, and 
particularly of falfehood. 

I was yeftei'day in company with a Swifs, 
whofe name I could not learn, becaufe he p^id 
me a private vifit. He had lately travelled 
through Germany, of which country wc con- 
verfed ; and, without any artifice, or int^reft, 
he very naturally beftowed the moft fincere 
praifes on you, of which he moft affuredly never 
imagined you would hear more, I defy your 
# 5 whole 
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whole court to bellow praifcs of the fame kind. 
Your love for the fciences particularly delighted 
my Swifs, who however lays no claims to learn- 
ing. I felt my vanity foliciting me to inform 
him I had the honour to be known to your royal 
highncfs, and even to have received a letter 
from you. I refifted the inclination, but I ftill 
fear there is much vanity in vaunting of this 
great eflTort of modefty. 

I am, &c. 



LETTER IV, 
From M. de Fontenelle. 

SIR, • Paris, September 29, 1737* 

IT was anciently faid that, for the happi- 
nefs of men, philofophers ought to be kings, or 
•kings philofophers. Would this or would it 
not be the fame thing ? I think not ; were phi- 
lofophers kings then ftiould we fee poor people 
whofe brains would be turned; at leaft fo I 
greatly fear; if kings were philofophers we 
{hould then have people whofe excellent confti- 
tution had faved them from great danger, and 
who, I am certain, would perform wonders.. 
^i poteft caperc capiat. 

The 
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The philofophy which contemplates the uni- 
vcrfc only, and not mankind, is not very diffi- 
cult ; and little men may thus become gteat. 
Defcartes and Newton are certainly two, in this 
fenfe, nor do I at all pretend to exclude a third. 
I have been rafli enough to draw their paralle 
in one of the volumes which the academy of 
fciences annually ^ubliflies, and I have com- 
pared their particular fyftems, in a great 
number of thefe volumes ; and, probably, (hall 
again compare, for it is a fubjeS: that but too 
frequently occurs. The dod:rine of attradion, 
concerning which your royal highnefs has done 
me the honour to alk my opinion, I own, is not 
to my tafte. • I do not think this is the word 
which folves the enigma; unlefs, at leaft, the 
word (hould itfelf become a new enigma. Had 
a fdothfayer told me, in my youth, when I faw 
attraftion fink with fhame, that I fhould fee it 
rife, and ride triumphant above the waters, I 
ihould have fuppofed he had foretold a life of 
feveral ages, and a new inundation of barba- 
rians. The revival of this attraftion will one 
day become a curious, but, as I imagine, not a 
very honourable, morfel, in the hiftory of philo- 
fophy. After fuch a revolution there is nothing 
which may not be hoped, or feared. 

1 fliould weaiy you, fir, were I to purfue the 

7 fubjeft. 



C O R R E S P O N.D E K C £• 41^ 

fubjcft, which, in cfFeft, is not to be difcufled 
by letter. I Ihall do better to revert to your 
pretty lafles. I am delighted that they are fa- 
tisfied with me ; and, efpecially, as I fufpeft 
there is fome one among them to whom I Ihould 
have more ardently paid my court than to all 
the others. Did I dare, I would here venture 
to affure her of my very humble rfefpefts. I 
never imagined philofophy and love were as in- 
compatible as they are generally faid to be, 
though one fllould happen to encroach on the 
other ; that is love on philofophy, for philofo- 
phy will certainly not encroach upon love. Be 
it fo ; there will be no great harm ; they would 
but be the more amiable, and often of the high- 
er worth. Here, indeed, is a doftrine of at- 
traftion, which may much more properly fo be^ 
called, and which does wonders. On this I wil- 
lingly reafon. But I fall into the error of being 
too difFufe, and of fpeaking to one who, in all 
probability, is befter acquainted with the fubjeft 
than I am, who am entirely out of praftice. 
I am, &c. 



LET^ 
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LETTER V. 
From M de Fontenelle. 

SIRE, Paris, June 23, 1740. 

I IMAGINED, on your acceffion to the 
throne, I ftiould only have to congratulate your 
majefty on the expeftation of all Europe, from 
the promife given by your eminent qualities, 
and the former part of your life. But I hear, 
from all parts, that your charader> impatient to 
difplay itfelf, has (hone forth, from the firft in- 
ftant of your reign, in fpeech and aft truly 
worthy of a king. Thus, fire, are you more 
deeply pledged than ever; but, fortunately, 
you are only pledged to follow your native 
propenfities. Why am I denied the hope of 
enjoying the entire pleafure of the grand fpec- 
tacle which you are to exhibit to the world ? It 
is a pleafure of which I dare flatter myfelf I 
, Ihould have been highly fenfible. 

I am with the moft profound refpcft, &c^ 
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From M. Rollin. 

SIR, ' Paris, Fcbfuaty 9, 1737* 

I WANT words to teftify "the lively gra- 
titude with which I am penetrated by the ho- 
nour which your royal highnefs has done me, 
in remembering me, and anticipating me, in a 
-manner fo obliging and fo noble. The appro- 
bation which you have ordered (hould be de- 
clared to me, as coming fromyourfelf, relative to 
my works, is the moft flattering I could defire. 
The height of an author's wifties is to fee him- 
voL. IX. E e felf 
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fclf eftcemcd and pcaifed by a prince of fo deli- 
cate a tafte, and who writes in a foreign lan- 
guage with fo much elegance, propriety, preci- 
lion, and dignity. This,, however, is What leaft 
moves me, in what you have been pleafed to 
. write concerning me. The bounty and expan- 
fion of heart with which your royal highnefs 
xxpreffes yourfelf, arid the ardent love of the 
public which appears to animate all your fenti- 
ments, infpire much greater admiration, be- 
caufe they are the higheft virtues of a prince. 

My fears are, fir, left this goodnefs of heart, 
and love of the public, (hould miilead you in 
my favour. But, were it even fo, I ftiall be 
careful to leave you in this error ; for I am too 
much interefted oot to preferve an efteem which 
is to me fo glorious. This, fir, I venture to 
fay, I merit, not by my writings, but by the 
refpeftful gratitude, and the profound veners^ 
tion, with which I have the honour to be, &c. 



LET- 
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LETTER II. 
From M. Rollin^ 

^ I R> Fans, April i, 1737. 

Permit me to take the liberty to pre- 
fent to your royal highnefs the eleventh vo- 
lume of my ancient hiftory. The good reciep-* 
tion which the preceding volumes have met 
with gives me reafon to hope you will kindly be 
pleafed to receive this favourably. My ardent 
wiQies are that this may fupport, in your opi- 
nion, the reputation of its predeceffors. I 
think myfelf happy in bang able to fumifh* 
your royal highnefs with a book which may 
agreeably amufe your leifurc moments, which 
moments you turn to fo good account. We 
fcldom meet with princes whofe tafte is fo de- 
termined, in favour of every thing that relates 
to literature and fcience. Befide the pleafure 
you receive from thefe, than which I doubt 
whether there be any more fweet, or real, they 
repay you the honour you do them with intereft, 
by procuring you the efteem and admiration of 
all who are informed of the ardour, and the fuc- 
ccfs, with which you apply to thefe ftudies. BirtU 
makes princes, but merit only great princes ; 
E e 2 and 
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and the merit of cultivating and protedirig 
learning and the learned is of no inferior rank j 
and, when added to other great qualities, con- 
tributes not a little to increafe worth and re- 
nown, as may be feeti in the fecond Scipio. 

You will not take offence, fir, that I (hotild 
Compare you to this illuftrious Roman, whofc 
exquifite tafte for the belles-lettres, which you 
poffefs in common widi him, and which diftin- 
guifhes you from almoft all the princes of our 
age, is never omitted by hiftorians in his eulo- 
gium. In this I have found my own intereft,. 
for it is this exqtiifitc tafte which has procured 
me thofe marks of efteem, 1 had aiitiofi (aid of 
friendfhip, that you have beftowed upon me, 
in fo affefting a manner. For this I Ihall ever 
remain grateful, and ftiall continually glory in 
being, with moft devoted and profound re- 
fped, &c. 



LETTER IIL 
from M. Rollin* 

i i R, tJndatci 

I SHOULt) be un^Vorthy of the bounty 

your royal highnefs haiS hitherto had for me, 

a were 



r 
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were I not to tcftify the part I take in all which 
the king your father has recently done in your 
favour. Grandeur and wcahh, hqwever great, 
are infignificant, unaccompanied by peace of 
mind, and a certain mild intercourfe, which 
infpires perfedt union of heart between perfons 
whom nature and ties of blood have bound to 
each other fo infeparably. May this union, fir, 
which conftitutes the great happinefs of life, be 
progreffive in increafe, and leave nothing on 
your mind which may diftqrb its tmncjuillity 
and joy. 

I am afraid your royal highnefs will, at length, 
be t^azed and loaded with my books, which fo 
frequently prefent themfelves before you. 
Should they hecome too daripg in their free- 
dom, I will venture to fay it is your fault, fir, 
and the confequence of that too favourable re- 
ception they have met with from you. Finding 
fo gracious a welcome from a prince whole cx- 
quifite tafte for the fciences, and all produdions 
of the mind, diftinguifties and raifcs him as 
much as his high birth, they imagine they have 
fome value^ and stdvance with confidence in 
the prefence of your royal highnefs. I am in- 
terefted that you (hoiild endure them with your 
ufual patience and bounty. 

gut ought I not to fear I (hould abufe thefc 
Pes qualities. 
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qualities^ by taking the liberty, fir, to lay be* 
fore you the programma of various exercifes, 
which a young man of quality has fuftained in 
a college of which 1 have long been at the 
head ? This gentleman bears a name well 
known in our hiftory : he is a prodigy, with 
whofe equal, or any thing like his equal, I have 
never met. In his exercifes, performed in the 
prefence of large audiences, I have continually 
interrogated him, by opening the book at a 
venture, and often by only reading myfelf vari- 
ous paflages from Greek authors, which he ex- 
plained exceedingly well, after only having 
heard them read. Befide what is noticed in the 
programma, he has ftudied the firft hundred 
pfalms of David, and the two firft books of 
kings, in the Hebrew. As this is a ftudy fo- 
reign to that of the belles-lettres, to which the 
ftudents are limited by the college rules, he 
has only been permitted to dedicate to this ^ 
quarter of an hour each day. O^ the eve of 
the laft exercife which he fuftained, this youth 
was thirteen years of age. 

Pardon, fir, this importunity, and want of 
politenefs ; they do not diminifti the profound 
. refpeft, and perfeft devotion, with which. I have 
the honour to be^ &Ct 

LET- 
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LETTER IV. 
From M. Rollin. 

SIR, Paris, Auguft 27, 1738, 

Your royal highnefs, by the marks of 
cfteem and bounty which you have hitherto be- 
ftowed on me, has emboldened me to prefent 
with confidence all the works I have fince pro- 
duced. I therefore take the liberty, fir, to fend 
you the two laft volumes of the ancient hiftory, 
,and the firft of the Roman hiftory. I am 
highly interefted that this new work fhould meet 
as favourable a welcome as the former have 
done, from your royal highnefs. The obliging 
letters which you have been pleafed to write to 
me, on the fubjedt of the ancient hiftory, were 
to me the moft flattering approbation I could 
wifli. Many perfons to whom I have read 
them have prefled me to make them public, by 
adding them to my books, to which I was my- 
felf much inclined. Perhaps, fir, felf-love, a 
moft fubtile quality, infpired the wiQi ; for no- 
thing could be more honourable to myfelf. Yet 
I mifl^ke if my principal motive were not to 
make all the countries in which my books ap« 
pear acquaint;^ed \7ith a prince who thinks and 
£ e 4 fpeaks 
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fpeaks like a prince, atd who, to the variousj 
pther qualities, worthy of his birth, which he 
poffeffcs, adds one which is fufficiently uncom-r 
mpn, in perfons of his rank ; for he loves fai- 
ence and literature, and ftudies thpm with taftc 
^nd fucccfs, without prejudice to the eflential 
duties of his rank ; and protefts and honours 
thofe who profefs them, by which he induces 
fuch profeflbrs to be more ardent in their la- 
bours for the public good,. 

Such, if I do not mif^ake, fir, were my inten- 
tions ; but I have bee^ flopped rtiort by the 
refpedt which I owe to yoyr royal highnefs, and 
the fear of affording you difpleafurct The 
fame rqafons have prevented me from commu- 
Tiicating copies of thefc letters to any perfon 
whatever, although I have been much folicited 
fo to do, except only to the queen, who, after 
having demanded to hear them read, wiftied to 
have them in her pofleffion. What ought I not 
to do, what facrifices ought I not to make, to 
preferve the efteem of a prince, who, fprgetting 
his own rank ^nd mine, addreflecl himfelf to me 
with bounty and friendflhip ? For I am adven- 
turous enough to ufe a term the remembrance of 
yvhich I (hall never lofe !* 

I have the hojiour to be, &c. 

LET. 
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prtm the Prince R&yaL . 

P I R, September 11, lyj** 

X OU have fo powerfully gained my con- 
fidence, by your ancient hiftory, that I am per- 
vaded of the excellence of every thing you (hall 
write, I wait for your new works with all the 
impatience of a reader hungry after a good 
book. Very little capable of adding to their 
fame by my applaufe, I can but feel and ad- 
jnire their beauties. I particularly thank you 
for the pleafure which your attentions have pro- 
cured me, by kindly . fending me your new 
>vofks, I wifti, with all my heart, the Thucy- 
dides of our age may fee the thread of his days 
lengthened, like thofe of king Hezekiah* The 
wiih, perhaps, will appear to you interefted,, 
from the part I take in your publications; but, 
I can affure you, my perfonal efteem for you is 
jio lefs a participator* A fage hiftorian is a 
phoenix ; and the greateft good I can wiQi to 
the great men of the age is that, in future times, 
men like RoUin may be found to write their 
hiftory. 
May you long enjoy the efteem of your con- 

temporaries. 
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temporaries, and again and again afford me the 
pleafure of returning new thanks, and bellowing 
new applaufes on your future labours ! I regard 
men of learning as the beacons, the Pharos, of 
the feeble human race ; as ftars which (hed their 
light on all the fciences; and as men who think 
for us, while we aft for them. Judge, there- 
fore, fir, whether that efteem can ever leffen 
with which I am, M. Rollin, your v.ery affec- 
tionate friend. 



LETTER VL 
From M. Rollin. 

SIR, Paris, June lo, 1739. 

Though your royal highnefs bepcr- 
feftly acquainted with that part of hiftory the 
fecond volume of which I take the liberty to 
ferid, and which will foon be followed by a 
third, I nevefthelefs perfuade myfelf'that the 
great qualities of the heroes which this hiftory 
places before you, and which are fo much to 
your tafte, will render the perufal agreeable aifid 
hoveL You will difcover much refemblance 
of charafter between your royal highnefs and 
many of thefc famous Romans, fhould.not 

your' 
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your modefty infpire abfence of mind on this 
fubjcifl. They well knew in what real glory 
and true grandeur confided ; nor did they fuf- 
fer themfelves to be dazzidd by the vain fplen* 
dour of certain exterior qualities, which might 
have excited vulgar admiration, but which do 
not effedtually render men more eftimable, be- I 
caufe, properly fpeaking, it is the heart that 
gives worth to the man. 

The letters with which your royal highnefs 
has deigned to honour me appear to me full of 
thefe fentiments. I preferve them moft care- 
fully, as titles of nobility bellowed upon me, 
and as glorious proofs of the marks of efteem 
andconfideration which my works have attrad- 
cd from your royal highnefs. Unworthy as I 
feel myfelf, yet, as I own I am indebted alone 
to your bounty, this bounty I hope your royjd 
highnefs will kindly continue. 

I am, with the moft lively and devoted gra- 
titude, &c. 



LET- 
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LETTER VII. 

From the Prince Royal. 
M- ROLLIN, Undated. 

I AM' aftoijiftied at the wonderful rapi- 
dity with which you labour at your Roman 
hiftory^ at an age too when the ufual courfe 
of nature fcarcely permits man to exift. You 
continue to inftruft the world even when you 
feem to have taken poffeffion of eternity. You 
make me believe all that antiquity has feigned 
of the harmonious fong of the dying fwan. 
The Roman hiftory of M, RoUin feems to me 
a more wonderful phenomenon than that which 
the, fable relates, and it will remain an unequi- 
vocal proof that the ardour with which you 
write, and the excellence of your works, are 
not any way diminifbed by the weight of years, 
or the burthen of age. Rivers thus run with 
greater rapidity in proportion as they are morq 
diftant from their original fources. 

I have admired the progrefs of young dq 
Guefclin : I know not whether he be any dcr 
fcendant of the famous Bertrand du Guefclin, 
whofe name will never die while any idea of 
worth and valour (hall remain. Perhaps the 

youth 
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youth will, in time, do as much honour to let- 
ters as his relation formerly did to the fword. 
There is more than one path to the temple of 
fame. The hero's route is fplendid, but it is 
tinged with blood. That of the learned is lefs 
awful, but equally leads to immortality ; and 
it is more fatisfadtory to inform than to •dcftroy 
men. 

It is not extraordinary that you, who have fo 
often afforded me inftruftion, fhould take part 
in what has happened to me, or that you fhould 
participate my fatisfaftion ; for fuch fentimcnts 
I might well expeft from you, though I am 
not the lefs grateful ; and to be filent on this 
fubjed would incite my own regret. I am, I 
aflbre you. 

With much efteem, 

Your affedionate, &c. * 

* The contents of this letter would lead us to conjedure 
that it fhould immediately follow letter III. and that, per* 
liapsy it ought to have been preceded by letter V. If fo, the 
date of letter V.muft be erroneous, and was probably i737f 
inftcadof 1738. T. 
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LETTER VIIL 

From M. Rollin. 

81 R E» • \ Paris, June 17, i740« 

JjlD not my own warmth of gratitude 
for all your favours induce me to teftify the part 
which I, with all Europe, take in your majefty's 
acceflion to the throne, I (hould think myfelf 
obliged thus to do, for the intereft, and, as it 
were, in the name of literature and fciencc, 
which you have not only hitherto protcfted, but 
have cultivated in fo remarkable a manner. 
They feem to have afcended the throne with 
your majefty, and I have no doubt it is your 
intention they (hould reign your aflbciates in 
the government of your kingdom, in which 
they Will be promoted to the poft of honour. - 

But a ftill more important objeft employs 
my thoughts on this great event, which is the 
pleafure which I know your majefty will take in 
rendering thofe people who hiave been commit* 
ted to your care by providence happy. Permit 
me to fay that the letters with which I have been 
honoured by your majefty, and have moft care- 
fully preferved, have acquainted me with your 
inmoft thoughts, which are entirely deftitute of 
4 parade. 
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parade, are foil of the nobleft fentiments, and 
prove you well know in what the true grandeur 
of a prince confifts j a prince too who, from ex- 
perience, has learned to pity the unfortunate* 
That your majefty (hould be convinced you are 
feated on the throne only to watch over your 
whole kingdom, there to eftablitti order and 
procure plenty, a^d efpecJally tjo. employ your 
authority to m^e him known and refpcdted 
fron^ whom authority is held^ and from whom 
you derive preccdeacc on earth, is a great ad-^ 
vantage. " Riclies, glory, apd power, are in 
^f his hands ; with him isiwifdom and ftrength ; 
*« by him kings reign, and princes decree juf~ 
^^ ticc."' May he, fire, heap on you, and your 
whple kingdoix>i, his moft precipus bleffings; 
and), to fay ev^ry thing in a word, may he make 
you a king afur hyi own heart, 

l^or this fhall I inceffantly pray to him, per-, 
fu^fkd th^t'I^ qa^not better teftify to. you the 
profound and moft devoted refpe<5t, with which. 
I am, &c. 
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L E T T E R IX. 
From M. Rollin. 
5 I R £, Paris, July 2i» I740» 

M Y books ventutc to appcat before your 
throne ; with fome fears, I own, but with ffitU 
more confidence. They come not, however^ to 
be read, but only to be feen, and to pay theit 
refped to your majefty. Other cares, at prefent, 
are yours. Perfeftly informed, of the virtuous 
afts and great qualities of kings, ancient and 
modern, you, fire, only think how they may be 
equalled, and, if poflible, furpafled. Europe 
ilands waiting to behold in your majefty the 
model of a prince, attentive perfe6Uy to fulfil 
the duties of fovereignty ; and they are great. 

With this agreeable hope, aUb, I flatter my- 
fclf, &c. 



LET- 
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LETTER X. 

From M. Rollin. 

S I R £9 Paris, September 14, 1740. 

I ONGE again take the liberty to write 
to your majefty, and to fend the quarto edition 
of my Belles Lettres, which will foon be followed 
by the Ancient Hiftory. Whatever honour and 
pleafure I may find in the letters of your 
majefty, I ought not to abufe your bounty, by 
wilhing my own fhould be regularly anfwered, 
I {hall hereafter think myfelf obliged to be 
more careful how I trifle with that time which is 
become fo neceflary, and fo precious, to a whole 
nation. My works, therefore, fliall be my let- 
ters, and fpeak for me. Whenever your majefty 
(hall read of the fine aftions of fome great 
prince, may you underftand the paflage as a 
compliment from me, or at leaft as a prayer ! 
I fliall charge my books to teftify my refpeft, 
my veneration, my gratitude, and particularly 
my tender attachment ; for I am authorifed to 
ufe the expreflion, fince your majefty, not only 
permits, but, commands me to love you ever. 
How, indeed, ftiould I do otherwife! How 
forbear being moved, deeply moved, by the 
VOL. IX. JF f expanfion 
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expanfion of heart with which you have been 
pleafed to write to me, fincc your acceffion to 
the throne! Kings feldom value themfclves 
upon their friends, nor do they often form true 
friendfliips. The diftance at which they are 
placed from other men is too great, for friend- 
(hip fuppofes a kind of equality. Your majefty 
does not aft thus : you defcend from your throne 
to your fervant, and thus place him on a level 
with yourfelf, that he may become your friend. 
Yes, fire, this I (hall be all my life ; but this is 
a period too limited for my heart ; my days are 
few, and I wifti fo to remain to all eternity^ 
This is a comprehenfive wifli. 

I am, with fentiments which I cannot exprefs 
with fufficient fo^ce and energy, &c.' 



End of the Correjpondence hetanen Frede&Ic II. 
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COUNT ALGAROTTI. 



Rcmufberg, May 19, 174P. 

W ITH wanton flight, my tlioughtlcft mufe 
Doth many a word and phrafe abufe ; 
Should you to thefe your fcales apply. 
Up goes the beam ! Away they fly ! 

You begin an examination of the epiftlcs 
which I have fent you, my dear Al'garotti, fo as 
to make me tremble. You infpeft rude traits 
through a microfcopc, which ought only to be 
feen fuperficially, and at a diftance. I am* too 
juft to myfelf not to know the extent of my 
powers: Independent of what I have juft 
mentioned, you will find, in that letter, two 
7 , new 
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new epiftles; one on the neceility of ftudy/ 
and, the other on the infamy of falfehood. I 
haye added a tale of a dead man, who was 
^left unburied becaufe a prieft had promifed to 
raife hjm from the dead. The fubjedt of the 
tale is literally true, and fuch as I have there 
related. Imagination has added the embel- 
liQiments. 

A native of thofe happy plains 
Where Virgil taught the wondering fwaint 
*The language of the gods, and gave. 
With lib'ral hand^ to lord and (lave. 
The mufe's wealth, 'twere wrong fhould yott 
My flippant rhymes with gall review. 
Rude as my climate is my verfe ; 
With words too many, thoughts too fcarce ; 
A iky more mild, and voice jmqre fweet, 
To fing like Horace, were but meet. 

I am perfuaded that the life of Cefar, which 
you are writing, will do honour to the conqueror 
of the Gauls* The generous ufurper will pleafe 
me better, when I view him in your works, than 
at Rome, receiving homage from the people he 
ha4 vanquiflied. 

Perceiving, as I do, the delay of Pine, I 
have determined to have the Anti-Machiavel 
printed in Holland. Let me dcfire you, at the 

fame 
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fame time, to inquire how much a complete 
fount of letters, in filver, and caft in the beft 
manner, will coft. I have an inclination to buy 
fuch.a fount, that the Henriade may be printed 
under my own infpedion. 

The wings I take and tongues of Fame, 
The fwan of Cirey to proclaim. 
More fweet I daily hear him fing ; 
Superior beauties hourly fpring. 
And blooming deck his Henriade ; 
In all its fplendid charms array'd. 
By liftening favage tribes carefs'd> 
I view it roam, a welcome gueft, 
0*er fea and land, through ev'ry clime» 
And live the pride and boafl of time. 

I know not what anfwer to return to your 
charming gazette, except that ours, hitherto, 
has furniftied none but mournful fubjefts ; and 
that, as I imagine, and fear, it may foon furnifli 
fome that will, be tragical. You may take it for 
granted we have neither balls nor mafquerades, 
and that we conquer no kingdoms ; but that, 
in return, we have no wars. This is the moment 
of llumber and inaction, and, probably, when 
their reign is ended, a different one. will fuc- 
ceedi ' With refpeft to myfelf, I well know how 
ardently I wifli the xime again may come when 
I may meet you. You are too aipiablc for any 

man 
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Aiati to be acquainted with you, and not defire 
your compaiiy. I entreat you therefore to con- 
• trive that I may foon gratify thefe wiihes, and 
remain perfuadedof th; plenitude of my efteem 
tod friendfliip. Adieu. - 
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